
Original documents for Packard and related families 

Adapted from Ms. Lenker’s “Descendants of Moses Packard”

Burkely’s Note: This file was received from Ms. Lenker on May 19, 2018. It was much longer, but I tried to just
quote the original documents as there was a lot of waste/supposition.

Table of contents:

George Packard's Will 
(page 3)

Extracts from Samuel Packard’s Will on October 29, 1684 
(pages 4-5)

Thomas Washburn’s will excerpts, from original, in March 1729/30
(pages 5-6)

John Maltby’s notes on Abishai Washburn with quotes from original sources
(page 6-7)

Josiah Content notes 
(pages 7)

Israel Washburn notes 
(pages 7-8)

Robert Washburn obituary
(pages 8-10)

Philenas Scott and his wife Thankful
(pages 10-11)

An account of Colonel Martin Scott 
(pages 11-12)

Notes about Robert Washburn (with original documents within)
(pages 12-13)

Samuel Washburn of Vermont deeds
(pages 13-15)

Consider White gravestone via Bottskill Baptist Church and FamilySearch
(pages 15-16)

Consider White’s will via Washington Co, NY Ft. Edwards Historical Archives
(pages 16-21)

Page 1



Obituary of Asa Bigelow
(page 21)

‘The Norlands’ Poem 
(pages 21-22)

Letter from Israel Washburn to his sister Molly Washburn
(pages 22-24)

Tribute to Israel Washburn
(pages 24-25)

The Washburn family
(page 25)

Death of Mary Maud Washburn
(page 25)

Tribute To Hon. Israel Washburn, Jr.
(pages 25-26)

Algernion Sidney Washburn describes his early education 
(pages 26)

Death of Orange Nichols
(pages 26-27)

Obituary of Captain Noah Washburn
(pages 27-28)

E.B. Washburne obituary
(pages 28-30)

Alvin Nichols obituary
(pages 30-31)

Obit of Harold Herrington in 2006 printed in the Pulaski NY Newspaper
(page 32)

Harry Scott Sperling obit
(pages 32)

Obit of Morris L. Palmeri
(page 32-33)

Page 2



George Packard's Will1

In the Name of God Amen, the first day of December, Anno Domine 1623, George Packard of
Stonham Aspal in the County of Suffolk being of perfect mind and memory made his last Will 
and Testament nuncupative in form following, viz:

He did will and bequeath unto Mary Packard his wife all his moveable goods the paying his 
debts and bringing up his children and he appointed the said Mary Packard his wife the 
Executrix of this his Will.

The following are witnesses:________Bloomfield, Robert Dennie.

Extracts from Samuel Packard’s Will on October 29, 16842

"Samuell Packer senir of Bridgwater...yeoman [made bequests:]

"unto my loveing wiff Elizabeth all that my farm in the said Towne of Bridgwater which I 
now Dwell upon Containing [36 acres] with all the houses Lands and Meddowes belonging 
to the said farme, During the tearm of her Naturall Life [also] all my Share of Meddow 
Lying att a place in Bridgwater Called Bulls hole " for life; "end alsoe all my goods and 
Cattles [for life; also £40 in money for life]...unto Samuell Packer my eldest son [64 acres of 
land in Bridgewater] which his Dwelling house Now stands upon .... buting upon West 
meadow brook on the east side of the said brooke and Runing east & west [also 25 acres of 
land in Bridgewater] which is not yett Layed out [also] one Lott of Meddow [in 
Bridgewater] in the West meadow on the south east syde of .... the west meadow Brooke 
[also] "one Lott of Meddow [in Bridgewater] in the Great Meddow on the North east side of 
the pond Joyning to the pond...unto my son Zacheus Packer .... the house wherin hee my said
son Zacheus Packer Dwelleth in with the Land therunto belonging which is [24 acres lying 
in Bridgewater, also] "my Lott of Meddow [in Bridgewater] in the west meddow on the 
Norwest syde of the brooke [also] a Lott of [50 acres in Bridgewater] by the Bay. Path 
bounded on the south side by Marke Laythorpes Land [also] one Lott of Meddow [in 
Bridgewater] in the Great meadow on the southeast side of the River...unto my son John 
Packer [70 acres in Bridgewater] on the Eastward side of the River; alsoe .... one lott of 
Meddow...Called Poor Meddow Lying in the said Bridgwater, alsoe .... all my lott of Land att 
Teticut...unto my son Nathaniel Packer .... two third prtes of my aforsaid farm lying in 
Bridgwater which I Now Dwell upon Containing [36 acres of land more or less] That is to 
say of all the houses Lands and Meddowes belonging to the said farme, to enter upon it 
emediately after the Decease of my said wife///The other third prte of my said farme that I 
Dwell Now upon in the said Towne of Bridgwater; That is to say one third prte of the houses 
Land and meddowes belonging to the said farme I give & bequeath unto my Grand Child 
Israell Agur and to his heires .... hee or they to enter upon it Imediately after the Decease of 
my said wife...unto my said son Nathaniell: Packer .... the one halfe of my lott of" 50 acres in
Bridgewater lying "Next to Joseph Bassetts lott Neare to the Pond; alsoe I Give .... unto my 
said Grand Child Israell Augur and to his heires .... the other halfe of the said Lott of fifty 

1 Taken from the book "The Packards" p. 34, #94, #96, #98, by Brigadier J. John Packard.
2 From Bowman who transcribed it and Dale Cook who put the transcription online.
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acrees of land; to be equally Devided between the said Nathaniel Packer My son and the 
said Israell Augur; they and both of them to enter upon it Imediately after my Decease...unto 
my said son Nathaniel Packer and To his heires and assignes for ever the one halfe of my 
Share of meadow in Bridgwater lying there att a place Called Bulls hole; hee or they to enter
upon it after the Decease of my said wife; alsoe I give and bequeath unto my Grand Child 
Issraell Augur and to his heires and assignes for ever, the other halfe of my said Share of 
meadow lying att Said bulls hole, hee or they, to enter upon itt after the Decease of my said 
wife...I Give and bequeath unto the said Elizabeth Packer my wife and to her heires and 
assignes for ever all my Lott Containing twenty Acrees of land lying and being in 
Bridgwater; between the Land of mr James Keith on the one side and the Land of Joseph 
haward on the other side, buting upon the pond Called Satuckett pond...unto my fouer sones 
(viz) Samuell Packer Zacheus Packer John Packer and Nathaniell Packer; and to my 
Grandchild Issrael . Augur .... all my Right & title of Comons and Comonage which I Now 
have in the Townshipp of Bridgwater to be equally Devided betwixt them them five excepting 
som prticular prsells of land already Given by will and are not yett Layed out and alsoe my 
will is that my five Daughters Mary Phillips the wife of Richard Phillips and hannah Randall
The wife of Tho: Randall Jaell Smith the wife of John Smith and Daborah Washburn the wife 
of Samuell Washburn and Deliverance Washburn The wife of Thomas Washburn with my 
Grand Child Deliverance Augur shall have equally Devided amongst them six all what mony
or Chattles shalbe left after the Decease of my said wife Elizabeth Packer; alsoe my will is 
That as Concerning my Daghter Jaell Smith the wife of John Smith that the prte of the Mony 
and Chattles above Named that shalbe Due to my said Daughter Jaell after the Decease of 
my said wife Elizabeth Packer shall not be Delivered to the said John Smith; but shalbe 
Desposed of to my said Daughter Jaell for her Comfort by the executors of my said  Will; 
alsoe my will is that my Grand Child Deliverance Augur shall have a heifer; when shee my 
said Grandchild is of age; and alsoe I Give unto my Grandchild Deliverance Augur one bed;
with such furniture to it as is now in the house; I Doe mean a feather bed after the Decease 
of My said wife, Elizabeth Packer...my said son Nathaniel: Packer shall pay unto my 
Executors heerafter mencioned [£10 in money] when hee .... shall Come to Injoy his prte of 
the farme that I have before mencioned and Given him in this My will...to my two 
Grandchildren Samuell Packer, and Daniell Packer the son of my son Samuell Packer ten 
shillings apeece in Mony...to my Grandchild Issraell Packer; the son of my son Zacheus 
Packer: ten shillings in Mony...to my Grandchild Caleb Phillipes the son of Caleb Phillipes 
ten shillings in Mony...To my Daughter Deliverance the wife of Thomas Washburn ten acres 
of land" in Bridgewater, "which said ten acrees is agreed on by the Towne; to lay it 
Conveniently to the Lott not yett layed out...my beloved wife Elizabeth Packer and my son 
Samuell Packer; to be Joynt executors. I Desire that mr James Keith and William Brett 
should be overseers to this my last will

“The will was signed by a mark and witnessed by John Field, John Ames, Jr., and Shadrack 
Wilbore. John Field and John Ames, Jr., testified on 3 March, 1684/5, and at the same 
time...Declared upon the oath they had taken as abovewritten that the said Samuell Packer 
senir Declared att the time hee signed and sealed this Will .... that hee Intented Thomas 
Washburne to be a Joynt executor of his Last will & Testament with the other two that in the 
said Will are Mensioned; and accordingly are alowed of by the Court…

“An Inventory of the estate of Samuall Packer of the Towne of Bridgwater Deceased the 
seaventh of November 1684 [No real estate is mentioned and the total is £133, 6s., 6d] A true
and faire apprisall .... taken by us the eleventh of Novem: 1684 as witnesseth our hands 
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Marke Laythorpe John ffeild Samuell Packer Junior made oath to this Inventory before the 
Court held att Plymouth [on 5 March, 1685. He had an estate probated on 29 Nov 1684 in 
Plymouth Colony, MA.]

Thomas Washburn’s will excerpts, from original, in March 1729/303

“Thomas Washburn of Bridwater .... being far advanced in year [made his will. Bequests 
were as follows:]

[to] Wife Abigail Washburn all those goods she brought with her and all that she has gotten 
since, and two Cows, half the sheep, and all ye swine, and ye Iron Ketle; and the 
Improvement of my dwelling house & Barn & the hors ye one half of ye Cow-pasture above 
ye way, and of all my land below the way, and liberty to cut firewood on any of my land 
during her naturall lif as also my Bed and furniture I give her during life. and further I do 
Appoint my sd Wife together with my Cousin John Washburn of sd Bridgwater to be the 
Executors of this my last Will

[to] my Eldest son Nathaniel Washburn Twelve pence, having given him his portion formerly

[to] my second son, Thomas Washburn Twelve pence having given him his portion formerly

[to] my youngest Son Timothy Washburn Twelve pence having given him his portion formerly

[to] my Eldest Daughter Elizabeth Conent widow Twelve pence having given her her Portion
formerly

[to] my Daughter Hephsebah Hutchinson ye wife of John Hutchinson deceased, to her I give 
Twelve pence She having had her Portion formerly

[to] my Daughter Patience's Children Twelve pence apeice [sic] their Mother having 
Received her Portion before her death

[to] my Daughter Deliverance Jennings Twelve pence She having had her Portion formerly

if any thing of my moveable Estate Remain after ye before mentioned Legecies funerall 
Charges & all other Just debts be fully answered & paid, that it be Equally divided amongst 
my Daughters"

[The witnesses were William Orcut, who signed by a mark, John Washburn, Jr., and  
Nathaniel Washburn, Jr. On 4 December, 1732, the will was probated, all three witnesses 
being present, and a letter of administration was issued to] Abigail Washburn Relict Widow 
of the sd Deceasd & to John Washburn Cousin to ye Deceasd Executrs in ye Same Will 
named

3 According to Volume 4 of James Savage’s A Genealogical Dictionary of The First Settlers of New 
England, Before 1692, Thomas Washburn had two wives. One was Deliverance, daughter of Samuel 
Packard and Elizabeth, the other was Abigail, daughter of Jacob Leonard, whom is listed in his will.  
Apparently his will was not probated until December 4, 1732.
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[On 8 December, 1732, Joseph Edson, John Kingman and David Johnson took an inventory 
at Bridgewater, of the personal estate of] mr. Thomas Washburn late of Bridgwater. [The 
three appraisers made oath to the inventory on 9 December, 1732; and Abigail Washburn 
and John Washburn, the executors, made oath to it on 13 December, 1732’]”

John Maltby’s notes on Abishai Washburn with quotes from original sources

There are two deeds executed by Abisha and Hannah Washburn in Plymouth County Deeds, 
Vol. 53, that prove the wife of Abisha Washburn was Hannah Morton. Even though you 
already know her maiden name, it is useful to know about these two deeds because the 
second one also proves the grandfather of Hannah Morton.

The first deed, dated 5 June 1753, and recorded in Plymouth County Deeds, Vol. 53, pp. 4-5, 
is the sale of a tract of land "lying in Middleboro" from Abisha Washburn, of Bridgwater, 
yeoman, and Hannah Washburn, his wife, to Ichabod Morton, of Middleboro, cordwainer, of 
a part of their tenth share in the division of the real estate of Capt. Ebenezer Morton, late of 
Middleboro, deceased, "that was set of to the said Hannah Washburn as part of her share in 
said real estate..." Both Abisha Washburn and Hannah Washburn signed the deed, which was
witnessed by Judge Josiah Edson, Jr., and recorded on 26 Oct. 1765. Ichabod Morton also 
recorded a similar deed on the same day from Seth Morton, of Middleboro, cordwainer, 
where he purchased part of Seth's share in the division of the estate of Capt. Ebenezer 
Morton, which was dated 21 Feb. 1764, and was cosigned by Hepzibah Morton, wife of Seth 
Morton.The second deed, dated 15 Jan. 1754 and recorded in Plymouth County Deeds, Vol. 
53, pp. 5-6, is the sale by Abisha and Hannah Washburn of Bridgwater to John Morton, of 
Middleboro, yeoman, of a "certain lot of land lying in Middleboro, in the purchase of land 
called The Little Totman's Purchase, and is in number the 46th lot in the third allotments in 
said purchase layed out for 22 acres originally belong unto Mr. Samuel Donham which our 
honoured Grandfather Mr. John Morton purchased of said Donham and gave by will unto 
our honoured father Mr. Ebenezer Morton which said lot was settled upon us by the Judge of 
Probate in a division of the estate of my honoured father aforesaid..." This deed was also 
signed by Abisha Washburn and Hannah Washburn, witnessed by John Bleake and Josiah 
Edson, Jr., and was recorded on 26 Oct. 1765.

In both these deeds, the spelling of his name is consistently "Abisha," whereas in the other 
deed mentioned last week, the clerk recorded it as "Abishai." Apparently they are 
interchangeable.

It appears that your Abishai Washburn moved first briefly to Albany, NY, before moving to 
Salisbury, CT. A deed in Plymouth County Deeds, Vol. 59, pp. 21-22, is most interesting, 
although it must have been an odd shaped piece of property. Here is an abstract of it:

I Abishai Washburn of the County of Albany & Province of New York with consent of 
Hannah, my wife, for 250 pounds, sell to William Loring of Plimpton, County of Plymouth, a 
certain parcel of land or Plantation, situate and being in Bridgwater in the County of 
Plymo., bounded as follows: Beginning at a black Birch Tree[?] the north easterly corner of 
the Homestead, which is the north westerly corner of Josiah Washburn's Homestead, running
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south 24 degrees west 96 rods by Josiah Washburn's line to a stake & stones, then south 69 
degrees west 23 rods to a stake & stones, then south 34 degrees west 63-1/2 rods to a stake &
stones, then north 62 degrees west 27 rods to a stake & stones, then north 21 degrees east 31
rods to a stake & stones, a corner of Gershom Conant's land, then north 47 degrees west 29-
1/2 rods to a red Oak Tree with stones about it, then north 38 degrees east 60 rods by the way
that leads from Gershom Conant's to Ichabod Orcutt's to a stake & stones on the easterly 
side of the way that leads from said Orcutt's to the South Meeting House, then south 33 
degrees east 17 rods to a stake & stones, then east 2 degrees south 16 rods to a stake & 
stones, then north 35 degrees east 24 rods to a stake & stones, then south 56 degrees east 34 
rods to the first mentioned bounds... dated the 9th day of June 1767, signed by Abisha 
Washburn and Hannah Washburn, witnessed by James Elliott and Hugh Orr junr., 
acknowledged before Joshua Porter, Justice of Peace at Salisbury on 9 June 1767, and 
recorded on 27 May 1777 in Plymouth County.

Both Abishai Washburn and Hannah Washburn signed their names. The clerk recorded the 
spelling of his name as "Abishai" in the deed, but as "Abisha" when he signed it. Possibly 
they sold their property in Bridgewater in order to have the cash to purchase property in 
Salisbury, having decided that Albany wasn't to their liking.

Josiah Content notes4

On May 26, 1711, Josiah sold Nathaniel Allen 100 acres on " the northerly or northwest side
of Setaquat River", for 110. [Plymouth Deeds, Vol. 9 p. 343]

On June 9, 1712, he sold Thomas Little (one whole share of land in ye south Purchase of 
Middleborough, and two lots in South purchase numbered 129 and 196, also 3 acres of 
moxing land in the south meadows in the town of Plympton; [Plymouth Deeds, Vol. 10, p. 
344]

On June 9, 1718, he sold Benjamin Hayford 30 acres "being the 14th lot in the south 
purchase". (Vol. 16, p. 115)

There are many papers relating to the settlement of his estate, which are preserved in the 
Plymouth Probate Records. On June 1, 1729, the estate was divided among the heirs, the 
widow taking the homestead; the remainder of the estate was divided into seven shares, 
Joseph, the eldest son, taking a double portion. (Plymouth Probate Records, Vol. 5, p. 696)

Israel Washburn5 letters 

4 Josiah was the wife of Elizabeth Washburn, the daughter of Abigail Leonard and Thomas Washburn. 
Reportedly Josiah, moved to Bridgewater with his parents, and settled in Middleborough, Massachuestts
in 1712, where he lived until his death
5 Reportedly, Israel, son of Israel Washburn and Waitstill Stumner, in 1740, married Leah Fobes, who was
born at Bridgewater March 27, 1720. She was the daughter of Joshua and Abigail Dunbar Fobes, and a 
descendant of John Fobes who was one of the original proprietors of Bridgewater. As noted on page 709 
of the History of Bristol Co, Mass, he also was elected March 4, 1776 a member of the Committee of 
Correspondence, Inspection and Safety for the town of Raynham and was Captain of the military Co., 
--the Train band--of Raynham, Nov. 9, 1774, with the company one of the companies of the 3d Regiment 
of Bristol County. He also served a short time in the Revolutionary army, appearing as a Sergeant on 
Muster and pay rolls of Capt. John Shaw's Co. Col. Abiel Mitchell's Regt. for service at Rhode Island on 
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As Ms. Lenker noted, “the military was entirely reorganized in 1776--the four Regiments of 
Bristol Co. formed the Bristol Co. Brigade and George Godfrey was made Brigadier Gen'l 
Commanding. The following letter from Gen. Godfrey is kindly furnished by the Sec'y of the 
Old Colony Historical Soc'y”:

Sir:--
The several foot companies of Taunton have been assisting in forming three companies of 
Minuit Men, as recommended by the provincial Congress, and I suppose it would be 
necessary that your two companies should Raise one by the name of Minuit Company, and if 
you should Like the methodTaken at Taunton I suppose there will be no difficulty in coming 
in to the same way. I shall be for such a plan. Should be obliged to you to Let Capt. Israel 
Washburn know of my Desire.
 I am, etc., etc.,
GEORGE GREGORY.
Taunton, feb. 20 1775.

To this the Sec'y adds:

Now, it is remarkable that a man like Israel Washburn, so noted as to be in command of a 
Co. in Raynham, in 1774, and so prominent and respected in his town as to be one of the 
Committee of Inspection and Correspondence in 1776, should in 1778 perform service as a 
Sergeant in Capt. John Shaw's Co. at the alarm at Rhode Island. But the solution of the 
whole matter is--that every able-bodied person probably between 16 and 65 was obliged to 
bear arms at that time, and rank and estate did not count.

The following letter in the handwriting of Israel Washburn, is in the possession of his great-
granddaughter, Mrs. Ellen Washburn Smith of Auburn, Maine:

The Church of Christ in Raynham, To ye Ch.h of Christ in e.
Sendeth Greeting.

Whereas some time Since, God in his Ever adorable providence was Pleased to remove by 
Death our Rev'd Pastor, Mr. John Wales. Since which time we have been Destitute of ye 
Settled administration of the ordinances of ye Gospel of Christ among us. Having Sought ye 
Lord by prayer and for Sometime Past ymproved Mr. Peres Forbes to preach with us, and 
having Gained a good degree of Satisfaction Touching his ability and accomplishments, The 
Brethren and Congregation here have United in Giving ye Said Mr. Forbes a Call to settle 
among us in the work of ye Gospel ministry and he having been inclined and Disposed to 
accept our Call we have mutually agreed upon the ordination--These are therefore Beloved 
& Honored Brethren to Give you an ynvitation To Send your Elders and Messengers to joyne 
with and assist us in the Solemn Ordination of the Said Mr. Forbes to the Pastoral Cares of 
ye Chh and congregation in this place. And after asking your prayers for us that we may be 
Sharers yn ye Blessings of the New & Everlasting Covenant we are to Subscribe our Selves 
your Sincere well wishers in the Blessings of ye Gospel.

(Signed)

the alarm of Aug. 2, 1778, discharged, Aug. 10, 1778. Service eight days. Commanded by James Williams 
in Gen. Godfrey's Brigade. Marched to Tiverton by order of Council. See Office of Sec'y of Mass. Vol. III. 
p. 131 for the full source.
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Israel Washburn
 

Robert Washburn obituary6

In Memoriam

Rev. Robert Washburn was born in Taghannock, Columbia County, New York on January 15, 
1781, and was at his death the eldest inhabitant of this vicinity, being over 91 years of age.  
His great age, his high and qualitied character, his relations in society and the state, and his 
usefulness multiplied labors as a minister, extending through a period of over 61 years, 
demand more than a simple mention of his decease.  When nine years old his parents moved  
to Kingsbury, New York and from there to Wilton.  Here he married in 1806 Mary H. Phelps 
of Cambridge, and he also experienced religion here in 1808 or 1810.  He began to preach 
soon after he became a christian, pre-ordained a local deacon in the Methodist E. Church 
and four years later became a local elder.  Subsequently, in 1818 he moved to Albany where 
he resided for one year, thence he removed to Fort Miller, where he lived for three years, and
then changed his residence to Saratoga where he remained for seven years, during which 
period  he was Superintendent of Section #1 of the Champlain Canal.  In 1827, while in 
Saratoga he lost his wife.  In the spring of 1828 he moved to Fort Miller Bridge, and part of 
this time occupied the gate house and kept the bridge.  Here in 1831 his dwelling burned 
down and he lost all of his  records of the past.  On October 2, 1828, he married Mary E. 
Baker of Schuylerville.  He remained at Fort Miller Bridge until 1859 when he removed  to 
Schuylerville, to the house he occupied until his death.

He had three children, two daughters and one son.  The daughters, Mrs. Beckwith and Mrs. 
Beldon only are still living.  He had sixteen grandchildren, nine of whom are living, and 
sixteen great-grandchildren, of whom ten are living, making four generations.

He is also the oldest member of the Masonic Fraternity in this country, and was raised to the
Master's degree during his residence in Wilton,  about 68 years since, in Rising Sun Lodge.  
During the Morgan excitement that Lodge went down.  He then joined Schuyler Lodge in this
place, and  when this also went down, he became a member of the order at large, and so 
remained until the organization of Home Lodge in 1856, of which he was a Charter member, 
and the first Senior Warden, and subsequently Chaplain to the time of his death.  Through all
the Morgan excitement, and subsequent opposition to the order, he remained firm, 
unwavering in his loyalty, and frequently stood forth as its able, and resolute defender.  He 
felt that an institution based upon the Bible, with its every principle, and rule of conduct 
drawn from that sacred volume, could not foster, and abet evil, and could do no harm to his 
religious character.

He was at the time of his death a member of Home Chapter at this place.
He has also been and Odd Fellow for more than 20 years.  Soon after its institution he joined
Buena Vista Lodge at Gansevoorts, and remained a member until his death.

6 “Obituary of Robert Washburn, 1781-1872,” from Schuylerville News, May 9, 1872. It was provided by 
Carole Lopienski via the WASHBURN-L listserv on 1 October 1998. He was buried in Schuylerville, 
Saratoga County, New York.
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A great, and good man has fallen.  Great because he was good, and because of strong, 
commanding, natural endowments.  As a man he was genial, remarkably social, and 
companionable, full of kindly sympathy for trouble and sorrow.  He possessed that peculiar 
magnetic power that attracted, and held men under his influence and power for good.  He 
was positive in his beliefs, and a staunch, resolute defender of them.  In his dealing with 
error and sin, he allowed no compromise.  In many a battle with heresy, has error been made
to blush, and her votarics retire in dismay  before the power of his withering sarcasm, his 
pertinent, forcible illustration, and trenchant destructive logic.

As a preacher he was able, and eminently acceptable.  His control over the feelings of his 
audience was such at times he melted and swayed them at will.  His sermons were plain, 
forcible, practical.  He has preached and labored over a wide territory.  At times he has 
supplied the pulpit of the Reformed church of this village, when without a settled minister.  
He also supplied the pulpit of the M. E. Church at Greenwich, during the greater part of a 
year, after the death of the pastor.  He has preached more sermons, attended more funerals, 
and married more couples than any minister in the county.  Since 1817 he has solemnized 
785 marriages.  He labored without salary, posecuting employment at the same time.  The 
amount of his donations received from the Masonic Order, Odd Fellows, and Citizens, will 
amount to several thousands of dollars, and private favors will amount to much more.

His usefullness and success in building up the church, and winning souls, has been very 
great.  We know not how many have been converted through his instrumentality.  Thousands 
have already greeted him on the Shining shore as their spiritual Father.  Many linger here to 
receive his  welcome bye-and-bye.  He died silent.  When a friend remarked to Rev. Mr. 
Whitefield, "Sir, I hope to hear you bear a glorious testimony in honor of Christ when you 
die," he replied, "No. I have borne so many testimonies while living, I shall die silent."  He 
fulfilled his prediction.

Thus was it with our Brother Washburn.  But there was all through his Winter's confinement 
from injury to his shoulder, and his last sickness, a clear, lively, abiding trust in Christ, and 
the peace, and consolation of the gospel.  In response to inquiries if Jesus was precious, if he
was able to lean upon his mercy, and find dying grace, he said, "Yes! Oh, Yes!" emphasizing 
very strongly.  He could only converse with a painful effort, hence his answers were laconic. 
Of him we can say, "Death is swallowed up in victory." "Mark the perfect man, and behold 
the upright; the end of that man is peace."  We can use the stronger and more appropriate 
and comprehensive language, "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from henceforth.  
Yea, saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labors, and their works do follow them."

Philenas Scott and his wife Thankful7

Just east of the old meeting house rests all that is mortal of Phineas Scott. A plain slab with a 
brief inscription marks his final resting place:

Phineas Scott died June 6, 1819 aged 74 years

Close beside it rests that of his wife:

7 Also found in: Book V - Day Papers page 108
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Thankful, wife of Phineas Scott, died November 4, 1808, aged 54 years.

Mrs. Scott was a daughter of John Kinsley, who was a hero of Bennington battle, who lived 
til he was 90 years old.

The Vermont Gazette, Tues., Jun 8, 1819 says:

Died in this town on Sunday the 6th day of June 1819, Phineas Scott, aged 74 years. "The 
day of his death was his birthday". He was for 50 years a respected farmer and was one of 
the first settlers of Bennington. He was one of the brave men who participated in the Trials 
and perils of the battle of Bennington, whose ardor and intrepidity on that memorable 
occasion required rather a check than a ___? from his Colonel. He was an agreeable 
husband, parent, and neighbor. Such men are "salt of the earth

An account of Colonel Martin Scott 

Taken from Heminway's Vermont:

“His youth was spent on his father's farm, during which he received only a common school 
education. He was fond of hunting from his boyhood, and in early life became an expert and 
noted marksman. He was always accustomed to aim at the head of game, and considered it 
disgraceful to make a wound in the body. He would drive a nail into a board part way with a 
hammer, and then taking the farthest distance at which his eye could distinctly see it, drive it 
home with his unerring bullet. His skill with his rifle was such that he was excluded from the 
common sport of turkey shooting, no owner of a turkey being willing to risk his shot for 
anything less than the value of the bird.

In April, 1814 he was appointed second lieutenant in the army; became captain in 1828, and 
afterwards rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel, always sustaining the character of a brave 
and active officer. From about 1820 he was for 12 or 15 years stationed at Green Bay, 
Prairie du Chien, and other military posts on the Western frontier. Here he had great 
opportunity for indulging in his favorite amusement, and became famous in all that region 
for his extraordinary success in the pursuit of game.

Like all hunters from Nimrod down, he was fond of relating his field adventures, which he 
often did to the great entertainment of his hearers. One of his stories must be related here, 
though it loses most of its interest in attempting to put it on paper: He said that many of the 
wild animals throughout the forest he frequented had become so well acquainted with his 
skill as a marksman that they would surrender on being introduced to him without requiring 
any waste of powder, and this was particularly the case with raccoons. When he drew near 
one on a tree, he would Holler to it,  "Coon, come down," to which the animal would say, 
"Who is it that's calling me?" His answer would be, "I am Martin Scott." "What?" the coon 
would enquire, "Captain Martin Scott of the Army?" "Yes," would be the answer. "Well, 
Captain Scott," says the conquered animal, "you needn't fire. I  am a gone coon and may as 
well come down," and down he would come at once.

Col. Scott lost his life in the Mexican war at the sanguinary battle of El Molino del Rey, and 
his remains were brought to Bennington and interred in the old Center burying ground 
beside those of his family relatives. A neat marble column has been placed over his grave 
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with the following inscription, which is but a just tribute to his memory:

Col. Martin Scott, born in Bennington, Jan. 17, 1788. Killed in Mexico, Sept. 8, 1847.
Brevet Lt. Col. of the 5th Regt. of Infantry; was 33 years in the service of his country on the 
Western frontier, in Florida, in Mexico, at the battle of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, 
Monterey,  Vera Cruz, Churubusco, and was killed at El Molino del Rey.

He commanded his regt. in nearly all these engagements and received two brevets for gallant
conduct. No braver or better officer fell in the Mexican War.”8

Notes about Robert Washburn (with original documents within)

Robert Washburn, son of Stephen Washburn and Salinda Wethy, was born about 1804, in 
Greenbush, Renssalaer Co., New York, died 18 September 1875, and buried in Sulpher Springs 
Cemetery, Hounsfield, Jefferson County, New York. He married Emeline Manley, daughter of 
Asa Manley. Robert's niece Irene Washburn married Emeline's younger brother Merrick A. 
Manley. Emeline was born in 1810 in Jefferson County, New York and she died 23 November 
1887.

In 1822, the first land transaction by this Washburn family in Jefferson County occurred 
when Dyer Washburn purchased land from his in-laws, Samuel and Catherine Bass of 
Northampton, Montgomery Co., New York. The property consisted of 100 acres of unimproved 
land with no dwellings, situated on Old Salt Point Road, between Sulpher Springs Road and The 
Town of Adams line, in the neighborhood known as Camp's Mills. Robert, by then about age 23 
or 24, joined his brothers Dyer and Schuyler in clearing the lot and erecting homes.

The first house was built on the east side of the road. As family members grew of age, they 
erected more homes in the vicinity. Land ownership maps from 1855 indicate that Dyer 
Washburn owned the main house in that year and Robert owned a house on the west side of the 
street, which today no longer stands. When land ownership maps were again made in 1864, they 
had traded homes, this time permanently. The Washburns depended on one another for their 
livelihood. For over 150 years it was typical for each succeeding generation to live and die on the
home farm. The house and farm were continuously inherited by the descendants of Robert and 
Emeline until it passed out of the family in the 1970’s. (The present owners encourage and 
receive frequent visits to the home by Washburns who still share fond memories of years spent 
on the farm with family.)

 The door of the house once contained a chime which would play a pleasant melody 
whenever the knob or a key was turned. Inside, the home had six bedrooms and a root cellar. The
most spectacular room was the parlor which was guarded by solid wood double sliding doors. In 
this room the family spent most of its time. All the Washburn children in this line of descent were

8 In June 2000, Ms. Lenker, perhaps, “visited the Bennington Museum in Bennington, VT and I have a 
picture of Col. Scott's tombstone. I also found a letter in the Scott file indicating that the following items 
were sent to the Fort Snelling History Center in St. Paul, MN. The Fort Snelling History Center is a Military
Museum. The Items were: A Daguerreotype of Col. Scott, A Daguerreotype of Lavinia Scott, Lock of 
Scott's hair, Wax portrait of Mexican General Iturbid, Lancet carried by Col. Scott while on active duty, 
Display case in museum with lancet and portrait, and Three details of the US rifle
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born there until 1916. When a family member died, they were laid out in the parlor and the 
memorial and funeral services were conducted there in the home with the whole family present, 
the last occurring in 1972.
Robert Washburn did not leave a will and it seems that he was unable to. A document discovered 
recently among the land deeds of Jefferson County says the following:

"This Indenture made this 23rd day of March 1874 between Robert Washburn by Emeline 
Washburn & Theodore Washburn, Committee of the person and estate of said Robert 
Washburn appointed by the Jefferson County Court of the first part, and Randall Dingman of
the Town of Hounsfield Jefferson County New York of the second part. Whereas at a Special 
Term of the said Jefferson County Court held at the Chamber of Hon. Azariah H. Sawyer in 
the City of Watertown said County, it was among other things ordered that the partys hereto 
of the first part be and they thereby were authorized and directed to sell the premises 
hereinafter described for the purpose of paying the debts of . . . the person and estate of 
Robert Washburn a lunatic . . . ."

The rest of the document spells out a transaction in which Randall Dingman (their son-in-
law) pays $4,000 in exchange for hundreds of acres of land owned by Robert and Emeline in 
order to pay off debts which Robert apparently accrued. Interestingly, the land transferred in the 
document is described as "lot No.17 in Township No.1 in great lot No.5 of Macomb’s Purchase." 
Macomb was the proprietor who purchased all of what is now Jefferson County and opened it up 
for settlement at the turn of the nineteenth century.

At any rate, the conclusion can be drawn that Robert was mentally incapacitated in his old 
age, thus requiring his wife and his son Theodore to make decisions for him regarding finances 
and real estate. The family farm was apparently a much larger tract of land at one time. Robert 
died a year and a half after the land was sold.

After Robert's death, Emeline remained on the family farm, which by then had passed to son 
Silas. In the 1880 census, she was enumerated as "Evaline" Washburn in Silas's household. When
she died, she was laid to rest next to Robert at Sulpher Springs Cemetery about two miles from 
their home.

Samuel Washburn of Vermont deeds

Franklin Co, VT Land deeds vol. 4 p. 182
Date: 3 Mar 1812 
Simeon and Eunice Washburn of Georgia, VT sell to Bernice Snow of Georgia, VT a 1/8 part 
of the home farm formerly belonging to Isaac Wright late ofGeorgia, VT, deceased after the 
Widow's 1/3 share is taken out

Franklin Co, VT Land deeds vol. 5 p.264
Date 30 Jan 1822

“Know all men by these presents that I Samuel Washburn & Damei Washburn his wife, both 
of Georgia in the County of Franklin and state of Vermont for and in consideration of twenty 
Dollars to me in hand paid before the delivery hereof by Seth Castle of Georgia in the 
County of Franklin have remised released and forever Quit claimed and by these present do 
forever Quit Claim unto Seth Castle aforesaid to his heirs and assigns forever, all the right 
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title, interest, estate property and demand which we the said Samuel and Doona have in and 
to a certain piece or parcel of land lying and being in Georgia aforesaid being an undivided 
share of Lot No 195 formerly owned by Isaac Wright late of Georgia deceased it being one 
equal undivided share of the above described permises be the same more or less To have and
to hold the aforesaid premises unto his the said Seth his heirs and assigns forever so that 
neither we nor any other person or persons in our names or behalf shall or will hereafter 
claim or demand anyright or title to the above mentioned premises but they and every of 
them shall by these presents be excluded and forever barred. In witness whereof we have 
hereunto set our hands and seals this 30 day of
Jan Eighteen hundred and twenty two”

Samuel Washburn
Diadama X Washburn
in presence of William M. Steir
Maria Castle

Franlkin Co, VT Land deeds vol. 5 p. 265
Date: 5 Feb 1822
Jerusha Wright to Seth Castle
Sells Part of Lot number 195 ...being one third of the above described land with one equal 
share
Witness: Maria Castle and Ira Hinckley Jr. [he's the town clerk]

Franklin Co, VT Land deeds Vol. 5 p. 265-6
Date: 20 Feb 1822
Phineas & Sylvia Wahburn to Seth Castle
Sell one equal undivided part of Lot number 195 formerly owned by Isaac Wright, late of 
Georgia deceased
witnesses: Oliver White and Ira Hickley Jr.

Franklin Co, VT Land deeds vol. 5 p. 266-267
Date: 5 Feb 1822
Isaac Wright and Betsey Downing to Seth Castle
Sell 3 equal undived parts of Lot number 195 formerly owned by Isaac Wright, Late of 
Georgia deceased
witnesses: not listed.

Franlkin Co, VT Land deeds vol. 5 p. 324-325
Date: 2 Sep 1823
Seth Castle sold to Isaiah Washburn Jr. the whole of the above parcel of land except one 
equal and undivied share belonging to Jerusha Wright off from Lot No. 195

Franklin Co, VT Land deeds Vol. 6 p. 48
Date: not listed.
Jerusha Wright 2d to Isaiah Washburn Jr.

“One certain part and parcel of land lying and being in Georgia aforesaid...land of which 
my Father Isaac Wright late of Georga aforsaid died seized I being an heir at law to the 
estate of the sd Isaac Wright”
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Notes by genealogical researcher quoted:

Isaac Wright was living in Georgia, VT at the time of the 1810 census. He was deceased by 
the time of the 1812 land deed. Recently deceased, since the widow's third had not yet been 
taken. At the time of his death most of his children were still minors. The sales of land are 
from Isaac Wright's heirs to other individuals. In the first case Eunice Wright who had 
married Simeon Washburn sell there portion upon receiving it. In the next cases Diademia 
Wright who married Samuel Washburn, Syliva Wright who married Phineas Washburn, the 
widow Jerusha Wright, Isaac Wright (son of Isaac Wright, deceased who appears to have 
gotten 2 portions of land) and Betsey Downing (she is Betsey Wright and had married Willie 
Downer 1818 in Georgia,VT - see town records. I suspect that Willie has died) are all selling 
their portions of the inheritence to their brother-in-law Seth Castle, who married Maria 
Wright. Seth in turn, sells all the parcels (except the one owned by Jerusha Wright 2d, 
daughter of Isaac Wright, she is still a minor) to Isaiah Washburn Jr. When Jerusha 2d 
comes of age, she sells the remaining portion of Isaiah Washburn Jr.

These deeds do not tell us who the father of Samuel Washburn is, but they do tell us that he 
married Diademia Wright daughter of Isaac & Jerusha Wright. He has a close tie to both 
Simeon Washburn and Phineas Washburn since they have all married sisters. It is unknown 
whether there is a further closer relationship between these Washburn men (i.e., could they 
be 3 brothers, marrying 3 sisters?)

Consider White gravestone via Bottskill Baptist Church and FamilySearch

SACRED
To the memory of Consider White,

who died Jan 6, 1837,
aged 73 years 4 months & 25 days.

"And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me write, Blessed are the dead
which lie in the Lord,

from henceforth, yea saith the spirit, tht they may rest from their labors
and their works do follow them"

Rev. XIV. 13

Mrs. Sarah White
the wife of Consider White

Departed this life July
13th 1818

aged 47 years, 7 months, & 8 days.

In Memory of
Noah Washburn, son of
Consider & Sally White,

died Sept.9th, 1827, aged 1 year & 2 months.

"As for me, I will behold they face in righteousness,
I shall be satisfied, when awake with thy likeness  Psalms XVII  15
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In memory of an infant, son of William A. & Alemnia White,
died Feb. 1826.

"Sleep on sweet babes, and take your rest
In the Redeeemers arms, your'e blest!

Consider White’s will via Washington Co, NY Ft. Edwards Historical Archives

Consider White’s9 will was transcribed by Barbara Lenker, exactly as written:

I Consider White being in the possession of my reason and judging it my duty to make this 
my last Will and Testament do most sincerely surrender up my soul into the hands of a 
righteous, just and good God, and humbly pray for and in hopes of eternal life and salvation 
through and by virture of the blood and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ - and further I
give and bequeath my mortal body to death, to dust, and the grave, to be ___?_____intered 
by the side of my departed wife.

1st - I order my funeral expences to be paid.

2nd - I order and direct that all my just debts be next paid out of my personal property not 
herein specially bequeathed, if that shall prove sufficient if not, then out of such other 
personal property as my Executors shall see fit. If any personal Estate shall prove 
insufficient, then I authorize my Executors to sell and convey so much of my real Estate as 
shall be necessary for the payment of my debts, and appropriate the proceeds to that __?___.

3rd - I give and bequeath unto my beloved wife Sally and to my daughter Mary Augusta the 
whole of my household furniture of every description both in the Parlour and Kitchen, 
together with all my beds and bedding, excepting all such articles as are hereafter otherwise 
disposed of and my desire is, that my wife should sell or cause to be sold such articles of 
furniture which may belong to my daughter Mary as shall not be necessary for immediate 
use, and put the amount with good security on interest for the said Mary's benefit.

4th - I give and bequeath unto my beloved wife Sally my one horse pleasure way on, my 
horse and harness, also the choise of any one of my cows, and ten sheep, my silver double 
__?___ Watch -as her own property ----

9 Consider White was, reportedly “living in Sharon CT 12 August 1763. He enlisted in the ARMY as a 
private 1 April, 1781 and served in Cpt. Strong's CO. on Col Swift's CT Brigade,the CT Second Brigade. He 
wintered at CT Village across the Hudson River from West Point and  was at the battle of Yorktown, 
serving under LaFayette. He received his discharge at West Point in 1783. He married Sarah Washburn, 
they had 9 children: Bathsheba Laura Caroline; Laura Canfield; Sarah; Juliann; Clementina; Albert A.; 
William; Albert C; Fisher A. He married for s second time to Sarah Tefft, and they had 5 children: George 
Henry; Mary A.;James Tefft; Noah; Darwin W. By 1790, he was living in the vicinity of Cheshire MA. He 
and his brother-in-law, Asa BIGELOW, were two of the Pioneer Founders of the Masonic Lodge in 
Cheshire MA.He owned a tavern and an inn. He later moved to Troy NY. He was a member of the First 
Baptist Church in Troy NY and later the Old Battkill Church in Greenwich NY.He was also a member of the 
Masonic Lodge Apollo #13 in Troy. He was active in church and civic affairs and owned 2 farms and a lot 
and house in Greenwich. He also owned a tavern and an inn. He died in 6 January 1837 and is buried in 
the churchyard of the Old Baptist Church in Greenwich NY. His first wife and other members of the family
are also buried there. His will and allied papers are at FT. Edwards, NY.
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5th - I give unto her the said Sally, for her the said Sallie's support and those of her four 
children during their minority, the use, occupation, rents, benefits, and incum of the 
following real Estate, if she remains my widow. Subject only to the sixth article of this Will __
?___. The house and lot in Union Village, bounded north by Wiliam Bosworth, westerly by 
my homestead, southwarderly by Archibald Moores, and Eastwarderly by the highway, also 
my Farm lying and being in Greenwich, bounded east by the highway, douth by the Bleeker 
lot, west by lands of Peter Sherman and north by lands of David Crandell, containing 
containing about sixty five acres, together with three Cows to be left on the Farm also I give 
unto her for the aforesaid purposes; during the time she continues to be my widow, that front 
of a lot called the Ferman ? lot now in my possession lying east of the road running from 
Northern Teffts down to Amos Foster , and joins onto the west line of my Farm as before 
described containing about twenty three acres. I also give (there is a line missing here) 
arrives to the age of eighteen years, such upon ten shares until James Tefft White arrives to 
the age of Twenty one years - and upon ten shares until Darvin Washburn White arrives to 
the age of Twenty one years.

The aforesaid provision for my wife is in lieu of all dowry or dowers, out of my Estate, 
excepting what may hereafter be stated - As I have consulted her upon the disposition of my 
property and she well acquainted with the provisions of the Will, and gave her consent and 
approbation.

6th - I order and dired that in case the said Sally should marry or decease, before the said 
George Henry and James Tefft, Mary Augusta and Darwin Washburn, should arrive or attain
to their lawful age, that then and in that case, my Executors or their survivors ( this was 
inserted later) shall lease out or rent or on shares as they may think  _?__ the Farm, and 
house and lot as already described and appropriate the rents and profits thereof to the 
support, maintenance and education of the __?__ said George H. Mary A. James T. and 
Darwin W. if they shall require it, until they shall separately arrive to lawful age as hereto 
described, and in the case of the death of either, then to the survivor or survivors of them -

7th - I give and bequeath unto George Henry White, James Teff White and Darwin Washburn
White their heirs and assignees forever, the aforesaid mentioned Farm of sixty five acres, and
the twenty three acres of the Ferman (?) lot as tenants in common, and in the north of ___?
____  before arriving to lawful age or dying  (sentence missing) her consent, nor in that case
without the advise and consent of my Executors until the said George,  James and Darwin 
severally (?) attain the aige of twent one years, and I further direct that if my Executors shall
think best, and that it will promote the interest of my children, that then they sell and convey 
the aforesaid property and invest the sums on good security at interest to be paid to them or 
to the survivors when they shall severally (?) come of age, in equal proportions, and in the 
case of death of the three without issue, and Mary Augusta still survive, then to the __?___ 
Mary or her heirs ----

8th - In further providing for my beloved wife Sally and my infant children, I order and direct
that she and they remain in quest of peacable possessions of the house and premises where I 
now live, and that my beloved son Albert Consider White make all reasonable provision and 
support for them and continue to and become a brother and friend, in deed, and in truth, and
as one family, until he should marry and wish to occupy the premises for himself, and then to 
assist to remove her to the house in the Village - as the same described heretofore in my Will,

Page 17



and pay her two hundred dollars ---

9th - In case of the marriage of my wife I order and direct my Executors to sell and convey 
the aforesaid house and lot in Union Village, and from the purchase money, I direct the sum 
of two hundred dollars to be kept on interest for the benefit of Mary Augusta White to be paid
to her with its (sentence missing) in case of the death of either without lawful issue then I 
direct his portion to be paid to the survivors - but in this case of the death of all three without
lawful issue, then to Mary Augusta and her heirs.

10th --  I give and bequeath to my Executors in trust for my eldest son William Augustus 
White twelve hundred dollars, after deducting out the amount charged him on my Books - 
and several notes for cash advance to assist him into business, he still remaining intemperate
and unsteady, I hereby prohibit the balance being paid im only as it may become necessary 
for his immediate comfort and support and shild any part of the above sum remain - 
expended after his decease, I order and direct that it be put at interest for the benefit of his 
infant Daughter Almenia Georgeana to be paid to her with its increase at the age of eighteen
years and in case she the said Almenia Georgeana should not arrive at the age of eighteen 
years, or die without issue, then in that case I bequeath all such balance to my son Albert 
Consider White.

11th --  I devise unto my son Albert Consider White my homestead where I now live 
purchased of Simson Taylor with all its appertenances thereto belonging also all the 
remaining front of the Ferman lot lying wist of the ___?__ leading from Nathan Teffts __?__ 
to Amos Footer, __?__is in me, but is subject to an estate for the life __?__ Isaac Ferman 
(?), I also give to him the said Albert C White the amount of a debt against Joseph Allen __?
___ to me by Bond and ___?____ which said (there is a sentence missing).

12th --  I give and bequeath unto my third son Fisher Amos White One thousand dollars after
deducting all demands on Book of and notes which I may have against him at my decease, 
but it is upon this only condition, that he return to his family and render unto them kind 
treatment and a national comfortable support according to his ability within one year after 
my decease, otherwise, I order and direct that after deducting out all such sum standing 
against him, the half of any such balance shall be put and kept at interest for the benefit of 
his infant son Albert until he shall attain the age of twenty one years, and then paid to him 
with the increase and the other half I give and bequeath to my son Albert Consider White, as 
well as the whole of said balance provided the said albert infant son of Fisher A. White 
should not arrive to the age of twenty one years or die without issue ----

13th - I give and bequeath unto my eldest daughter Bathsheba S. Henry, Ten dollars, having 
given her in the year of her marriage five hundred & sixty nine dollars and seventy five cents
and in the year 1828 her dividend of furniture remaining after her mother's death, what is 
here now stated is all she can ___?__ have out of my estate ---

14th - I give unto my second daughter Laura P. Henry fifty dollars having given her on the 
year of her marriage five hundred and twenty dollars and eighty cents and in the year 1828 
her dividend of furniture remaining after her mothers death. I (there is a sentence missing)

15th - (I can't tell  where this part begins, it is about Sarah White who married Joshua A. 
Robbins) 1828 her dividend of furniture remaining after her mothers death - Joshua a. 
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Robins having removed to Troy __?___ County State of Missouri in the year 181 at which 
time he was owing me the sum of $1044.18 on which Bond and evidence of debt by Attorney 
Charles Wheeler obtained a Judgt. In Sept term 1833, for the sum of $1857.37 and in May 
the 7th 1834 the said Charles Wheeler in his letter of that date suggested to me that it might 
be an essential benefit to Joshua A. Robins to relinquish in part my demand - in answer I 
wrote and authorize him to give to him the said Joshua all over six hundred dollars, which 
amount of six hundred dollars I should hold him responsible I therefore order and direct a 
full discharge of said Judgement on receiving the amount of six hundred dollars - which is all
that she or they can have out of my Estate --- See letters of memorandum on 202 page - my 
day Book.

16th - I give unto my daughter Julian Mariah Payne Ten dollars together with a full 
discharge of a debt against her husband, Hiram Payne which amounted on the 21st Sept 
1827 to $522.58 which debt by note I gave to my son Fisher and was then charged to him. 
See day Book page 140., but __?__ his arriving at said Payers in Ohio he got the note and 
neither returned it nor paid it. The charge therefore against Fisher A. White is now canceled 
and Herman (?) Payne is now discharged. She then paid Julian Mariah having received in 
the year of her marriage five hundred dollars, and since then a dividend of furniture 
remaining after her mothers death is all that she can have out of my Estate.

17th - (I can't tell where this part begins,  I am not sure which child he is referring to. I 
believe it is Clementina White) year of her marriage five hundred twenty four dollars & ninty
eight cents and in the year 1828 her dividend of the furniture remaining after her mother's 
death - this is alls he can have out of my Estate.

18th - I give and bequeath unto my granddaughter Sarah Henry an instrument of music now 
in the possession of her mother called a Piano _?___. Which cost two hundred and fifty 
dollars.

19th - I give and bequeath unto my granddaughter Sarah Allen a silver coffee urn that cost 
forty dollars --------

20th - I also will order and direct that all my real and personal estate of evry description 
other than what is now disposed of, be sold to the best advantage of my Executors, and 
conveyed by them to the purchases as in their wisdom they may think best - let my debts be 
collected and the whole be disposed of in the following manner, first to extinquish all my just 
debts ___?______ to the payment of the ___?____ as above mentioned --- Thirdly to loan on 
bond and Mortgage or in such other manner as shall be __?__ and that my Executors may 
think best, for the benefit of my daughter Mary Augusta White two hundred dollars the 
interest to be paid annually and kept on loan until she arrives at the age of eighteen years 
and then to be paid to her with the income thereof after deducting the reasonable charges 
that may arrive to me Executors.

20th - (I can't tell where this part begins) age of twenty one years, and in case thy over four 
of the aforesaid children should decease without issue and before they arrive to lawful age 
then all their property profits and income be divided equally, one third to my son Albert A. 
White one third to my beloved wife Sally and the remaining third equally to Albert White the 
son of  Fisher A. White and Almenia Georgeana the daughter of William A. White their heirs 
and assigns forever
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21st - All the residue of my Estate real and personal after paying the above debts and  __?
___ and all reasonable charges which may be ____?____ made my Executors, or any other 
duties authorized, including all monies or the avails arising by the sales of my real Estate 
and personal Estate I divide in manner following. Two hundred dollars to my wife Sally as 
before stated and and one half of the residue to my son Albert Consider White and one fourth
part to my son Fisher A. White (upon the aforesaid condition that he return within one year 
after my decease and become a steady support of his family ) and the remaining one fourth to
remain in the hands of my Executors in trust for the comfortable support of my son William 
Augustus White provided he may need it. I further order and direct that  in case my son 
Fisher A. White should not (the rest is missing) son-in-law Joseph Allen and my beloved wife 
Sally Executors of this my last Will and Testament.

In Witness thereof I have hereunto set my hand (?) and seal this fifth day of August in the 
year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and thirty four

                                   Consider White (Sr.)
Signed, Sealed and published and declared
By the said named Consider White to be
His last Will and Testament in the __?___
___?__ of us who have hereunto subscribed
our names as witnesses in the presence of the
testator.
Aou F. Holmes, Greenwich Washington County New York
William Bosworth Greenwich Washington County New York
Washington County
Surrogate Officer ?   I Alexander Robertson Surrogate of the said County do certify that the 
foregoing is a correct record of the last Will and Testimony of Consider White _?__ of this 
town of Greenwich deceased, and admitted to probation , and recorded this 7th day of 
February 1837
                                   A. Robertson Surrogate

Testimony

In the matter of the Estate of
Consider White late of  Greenwich ___?_____

                                                           Washington County _?__
  Asa F. Holmes, of the town of Greenwich in said County being first duly sworn in open 
court, doth solonly depose and say that he is a subscribing witness to the last Will and 
testament of Consider White late of the town of Greenwich in said County, deceased. And 
this deponent further saith, that the said deceased, did in the presence of this deponent , and 
in (missing words) the said deceased, did, at the time of subscribing his name at the end of 
said Will, publish and declare this said instrument so subscribed and now exhibited to be his 
last Will and Testament, and that this deponent and the said William Bosworth, did, 
thereupon subscribe their names as subscribing witnesses thereto, at the request and in the 
presence (?) of the said deceased, and in the presence of each other -
  And this deponent further saith, that at the time the said deceased subscribed said Will, he 
the said deceased was of sound disposing mind and memory over the age of twenty one 
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years, and was not under any restraint, to the knowledge, information or belief of this 
deponent, -- And this deponent further saith, that the said Will is in the same condition as it 
was when executed without any alterations therein, to the best of this deponents knowledge 
or belief.
Sworn this 7th day of Feb. 1827 before me -----Asa F. Holmes
                       A. Robertson Surrogate

Washington County, NY (?) Sally White, being duly sworn in open court, doth solemnly  
depose and say, that the instrument in writing, now exhibited and shown to her, this 
deponent, purporting to be the last Will and Testament of Consider White late of the town of 
Greenwich, deceased, were put into the custody of this deponent by the said deceased in his 
lifetime and that the said Will remained in his custody until she gave the same, into the 
possession of Albert P. White one of the Executors now named in said Will.
                                             Sally White
Sworn 7th Feb, 1837 before me
          A. Robertson Surrogate

Obituary of Asa Bigelow10

In this city on the 20th instant, of a cutaneous disease, with which he had been afflicted for 
several years, ASA BIGELOW, Esq., aged 79 years and 8 months. The subject of this notice 
was a native of Brookfield, Mass., from which place he removed to Worthington, and 
followed the business of a merchant; and was respected for his rigid integrity, and honorable
conduct and probity. He was appointed postmaster at that place, under Thomas Jefferson. He
removed to this city in 1803 or 4, and for several years was a merchant in company with 
Consider White, then a resident here. During a residence here of 45 years, he has merited the
respect and esteem of his numerous acquaintances, and lived the life of a righteous, godly 
and upright man. Possessing peculiar notions on the subject of religion, he never joined any 
particular sect; but by his example sought to impress upon his family and friends, that to 
seek for truth in all things, and live as nearly as possible the life of an upright man, would 
ensure that reward which is promised to the righteous.

‘The Norlands’ Poem 

“The Norlands,” which was given to the Washburn homestead in 1868, was “a large, square, 
two-story house” where all “the children of Israel and Martha Benjamin Washburn were born. It 
is told that all were carried up stairs before being carried down for a good omen. In 1843 this 
house was replaced by a modern white cottage with green blinds, and a French windowopening 
from the sitting room to the piazza. In 1867 this cottage was enlarged by the addition of a two-
story wing on the north, making a very picturesque house, but before it was entirely finished 
ittook fire and burned. The present mansion, "The Norlands," was built immediately after the 
burning of the other, which was called "Boyscroft," 1868.” The poem related to it, written in 
"The Norlands" Journal Aug. 13, 1883, and by Miss Ellen Hamlin Butler, a niece of Mrs. 
Hannibal Hamlin is as follows:

I.

10 Appeared Troy Daily Whig July 24,1849; 3:1.
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Far up among the hills of Maine,
Whose rugged summits rise
From dimpling lake and smiling plain
To meet the distant skies,--
Where Summer, like a blissful dream
Steals in among the pines
And wreathes the rocky-bedded stream
With dainty tinted vines;--

II.
Where Winter holds a royal reign,
And winds his mighty horn
Above a world without a stain
 On every flashing morn;
“THE NORLANDS" lie serenely fair,
As, in the magic seas,
Encircled by enchanted air
Lay the Hesperides.

III.
And here, apart from worldly strife,
From sordid gain and greed,
A noble band awoke to life,
Of lofty thought and deed.
They drank the inspiration taught
On every granite hill;
They learned the lessons interwrought
With every singing rill.

IV.
A Nation's sons were they, who saw
What statesmen only see;
They laid their hands upon her law
And shaped her destiny.
Tread gently, reverently, when
Ye come upon this sod;
Here sprang a race of giant men,
The handiwork of God.

Letter from Israel Washburn to his sister Molly Washburn

The following letter was written by him to his sister Molly Washburn at Raynham on his 23d 
birthday, from Newcastle, Maine on November 18, 1807:

I had the pleasure of receiving those letters which you were generously pleased to forward by
the hand of Mr. Gray; which I received on the 30th of Sept. They were to me a sumptuous 
repast indeed, to have so direct and pleasant intelligence from friends and relatives so near 
cannot but excite in any mind the most pleasant sensations.
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When I received your letters I was engaged in teaching school in the town of Woolwich; the 
time that I wrote you of keeping was three months; but their intentions were that I should 
board from house to house, which I did not wish to do; so they had money sufficient for two 
months only. My term was  then nearly half expired and not knowing where I should next be 
engaged, I neglected writing till I had completed there and commenced in another school.

You wished to know the state of my school, my amusements, society, etc. As to my school, it 
consisted of young and old as the generality do, very backward in the attainments of learning
and almost without spirit for improvement.

However, I was well treated. The man with whom I boarded was a farmer of large property 
who lives extremely well, and I should have enjoyed myself well had I had books for my 
amusement; these I had not, and my leisure hours I employed at farming.

The school I am now engaged in appears more promising. It consists of about 14 scholars, 
who according to their age, opportunities, etc., are superior to those in general; are very 
docile and tractable. I am very well pleased with my situation. It is on the banks of the 
pleasant Damariscotta,  which is navigable for vessels of any burthen as far as I am from the
sea. There is considerable business done here in the navigation line. There are arrivals every
few days from Europe or the West Indies.

Capt. James Little, the man with whom I am boarding, is a man of good sense, considerably 
improved by information. His family are principally girls, who are grown up, are very 
amiable and  handsome, with minds improved by reading and good company.

I am some distance from meeting; we have, however, a respectable minister and good society.
I attended last Sunday and was well entertained.

I cannot trouble you with a long narration of books I have read since I last wrote. While I 
was in
Woolwich I read little from want of books. Since I have been here I have read "The Female 
Review, or Life and Adventures of Deborah Sampson." It is very pleasing from the novelty of 
the character and the heroism she displayed. I don't admire the style, it being, I think, too 
bombastic and appears too studied.

I have also read Moore's "Monitor," which is a collection of pieces from the best of authors, 
especially from the Spectator. Such writings cannot I think be too much studied.

I am now in a situation to procure more books and I hope in my next to be able to inform you
of them and make observations on their contents. The autumn has been uncommonly 
pleasant, till this day which is a violent snow-storm. I have enjoyed my health, by the 
blessing of Providence, since I left home without interruption. I have no special news to 
state. Peace and quietness I believe reign without interruption.

You will on the receipt of this forward one to me as soon as possible and I shall not I hope 
neglect writing so long a time again. I send my love and respect to my parents and brothers. I
am much obliged to Sidney for his communications and hope he will not discontinue them. 
Elihu has my thanks for his pleasing paper. You will please to direct your letters to Wiscasset,
as I shall be frequently there. Mr. Gray and Mr. White are in good health you may inform 
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their friends.....I have nothing further at present but to request you to overlook all 
imperfections and subscribe myself

Your brother,

Israel Washburn11

Tribute to Israel Washburn 

The following fitting tribute to Israel7 Washburn is found in the journal of his son, Elihu B. 
Washburne, written in the besieged city of Paris, during the Franco-German war, when he was 
Minister to France:

Friday evening, Nov. 18, 61st day of the Siege.

This is the eighty-sixth birthday of my father. All hail to the glorious, great-headed, great-
hearted
 noble old man! In truth the noblest Roman of them all.

How intelligent, how kind, how genial, how hospitable, how true.

Yet when in the course of nature a kind Providence shall call him hence, I would have the 
hand of filial affection only trace this simple inscription on his monument: 'He was a kind 
father and an honest man.

This wish was carried out and one can read this inscription to-day upon his monument in 
Waters' Hill Cemetery overlooking "The Norlands."

In 1885 a beautiful granite Library was erected at "The Norlands" by E. B. Washburne and 
his brother, W. D. Washburn of Minneapolis, for the free use of Livermore and East Livermore.
In this Library were placed about five thousand volumes, the gift of the family of Israel 
Washburn, Jr., of Portland. There are also hung in this Library fine portraits in oil of Israel 
Washburn, Martha Benjamin Washburn, Israel Washburn, Jr., Algernon Sidney Washburn, Elihu 
B.8 Washburne, C. C.8 Washburn, William D. Washburn, Reuel Washburn, Mr. and Mrs. David 
Benjamin, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Morison, Dr. Benjamin Bradford, William Henry Brettun, Otis 
Pray, Dr. Cyrus Hamlin, Hannibal Hamlin, Luther Severance and John Brown. A number of these
portraits are by the celebrated artist, G. P. A. Healy. At the dedication of this Library (Aug. 5, 
1885) Mr. Washburne said:

11 “Israel Washburn came to Livermore, Me., in 1809. He bought the farm, store and goods belonging to
Artemas Leonard and began business as a trader, which he continued till 1829. He lived on this place, 
which was later called "The Norlands," the remainder of his life. In the early years of his residence in 
Livermore Mr. Washburn was much in town office; and he was a Representative to the General Court of 
Massachusetts (before the separation of Maine, 1820) in 1815, 1816, 1818 and 1819. He was blind the 
last years of his life. His eyes were operated upon for cataract without success in 1859. After whichtime 
some member of his family read to him regularly the daily news in which he never lost his interest. He 
was a man of great cheerfulness of disposition, and rivalled Lincoln as a story-teller.  His memory was 
wonderful in accuracy and tenacity. He could name every member of Congress and tell his District at the 
time he had three sons in Congress.”
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To mark our veneration for our parents, and as a slight testimonial of all we owe them, there 
has been erected on my own behalf and on behalf of my brothers and sisters, a building to be
known as 'The Washburn Memorial Library,' and is here to-day solemnly dedicated to the 
memory of Israel and Martha Benjamin Washburn.

The Washburn family

Mrs. R. M. Washburn, in a 1998 of the Boston Sunday Herald, as noted by the Androscoggin 
Historical Society, referring to this family of famous sons of Maine says in part:

Its cradle, now in a private family museum at Livermore, Me.,in the 11 children of Israel and 
Martha Benjamin Washburn, has rocked more renown, in quality and quantity, together, than
anyother, I believe. Their lives ought to teach the kind of motherswe know, however 
complacent now, in their own fancied triumphs, a lesson in humility.  These lives are now 
recorded by me with more propriety than apparent, because I have been unable, as yet, to 
establish a kinship with them.

To sum up, the average age of these 11 children is 64.  The lastof them, a daughter, died in 
1920.  It is significant that theseven brothers who lived made their mark in six different states
and were not borne on by the inertia of family in one state.  They include two great business 
men.  In the public service, wherethey have been known, they include two state 
representatives, four in Congress at the same time, one being clerk; two governors, two 
foreign ministers, on in France at the time of the Commune; one secretary of state and one 
United States senator.  The Field family was a great family in quality, but yields to this in 
quantity of quality.

A monument should be erected in Portland, where it can be easily reached and seen, on the 
Reed Esplanade, looking toward Mt. Washington to the west, by the mothers of Maine, to 
Martha Benjamin Washburn.  It should be a shaft with her figure upon the top.  It should be 
octagonal, and should bear upon its seven sides the names of these seven sons, and upon the 
eighth the infant boy and the three daughters.  While fathers often live in history, the 
mothers, who mold the characters of the children, are too much forgotten.

Of such as the great family of Washburn, of Maine in quantity and quality, together, excelled.

Death of Mary Maud Washburn

The Washington correspondent of the New York Times, July 23, 1873, says, 

The recent decease of Mrs. Mary Maud Washburn, the wife of Hon. I. Washburn, Jr., of 
Portland, has brought deep sorrow to a wide circle of family and social friends. Aside from 
the charming domestic qualities, which rendered her the comfort and idol of her husband 
and children, she had all the lovely and unaffected attractions that made the society in which
she moved in New England and in Washington devoted admirers and more than friends; and 
her death will be sorrowed over as for the loss of a favorite sister.

Tribute To Hon. Israel Washburn, Jr.
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The following sonnet was published in the Bangor "Whig and Courier" during the exciting 
discussion in Congress on the Slavery question in 1854:

All hail to thee, thou Champion of our State!
Thou guardian of its interests in this hour
Of mad attempts to strengthen Slavery's power,
And fix on Freedom's soil its curse and fate!
Thou'rt not ashamed before the proud and great--
None greater than thyself--to utter forth
The free bold language of thy native North!
A language taught by Nature's alphabet,
Its letters, mountains and the rushing streams,
Broad bosomed lakes and forests unexplored,
The deafening thunder and the lightning's gleams,
And all that tells of FREEDOM seen and heard,
This is thy language--thine, too, the reward!"

EDWARD M. FIELD.

Algernion Sidney Washburn describes his early education 

To his brother Israel's "Notes of Livermore," he, as "Uncle John," makes a contribution 
which contains the following allusion to his early education:

The first school-house in the Dr. Bradford district ('The Norlands') was built near the 
beginning of the century. It was an old-fashioned, square building, with hipped roof and was 
never painted....And from this primitive old brown, and later old white, school-house, without
a word of Latin or Greek, I slid quietly away from the good old neighborhood, while some of 
the boys more favored, went to the high-schools, academies and colleges.

No wonder that when, at a long subsequent period, a bright and ingenuous youth was 
hearing others discuss their graduations and degrees, their class days and commencements, 
and was told that the writer's Alma Mater was represented by the old faded school-house, he 
should have been struck with amazement that on with such scant opportunities should be so 
wise!

Death of Orange Nichols

From The Hibbing Daily News, Hibbing, dated October 27, 1926, article titled 
“OrangeNichols Dies Yesterday”:

Orange Nichols, for many years a well known character in the Sturgeon Lake country, 
passed away at his homestead yesterday afternoon at 2:30 o'clock, at the  age of 78 years.   
He had been ill for ten days, during which time he had been cared for by Mr. and Mrs. J.E. 
Nicholson, who have been his neighbors since 1902. He leaves two sisters, Mrs. A. McCann, 
of Jim's Falls, Wisconsin and Mrs. T. Teddy, in Oregon.

Mr. Nichols came to the range in 1900 and after visiting   and living in many neighboring 
cities decided to locate near Hibbing. When he went to the Sturgeon Lake country to 
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homestead, it took him two days of traveling over the rough tote roads of those days.

From the Hibbings Tribune, Hibbing, Minnesota, October 28, 1926, page 10, columns 1 and 
2, article titled “Wish Of Old Pioneer Granted Dies In His Old Cabin Home”:

His last wish fulfilled, Orange Nichols, thirty years a resident of the Sturgeon Lake country, 
one of the best known cruisers in the business during the range lumber days, died as he oft 
hoped he would, in his cabin on his homestead, in the North country he loved so well.

Nichols, who passed away Tuesday afternoon had been ill for two weeks. His funeral was 
held today and a large number of old pioneers followed his body to the last resting place.

Coming here in 1904, after serving for a number of years as foreman for the Power-Simpson 
Co., Nichols grew up with the Sturgeon country and knew every nook, every lake, every plat 
of grounds in its wide expanse.

A lover of children, a kindly benevolent, big hearted man, his death brought regrets to the 
Sturgeon Lake resorters and settlers.   He setted as a member of the French school board and
the township of French.

Mr. and Mrs. James Nicholson, pioneer friends of the deceased, took care of the aged man 
during his last illness and to them he expressed the hope that death would come in his old 
cabin home, instead of a hospital, where they urged him to go, after his illness became 
critical.

Obituary of Captain Noah Washburn

“This is the obituary of Noah Washburn sent to me by Pam Lawson, a researcher for the Sag 
Harbor Whaling and Historical Museum, Sag Harbor, Long Island, NY.” It was printed in the 
The Corrector, March 13, 1875:

Died in this village, Sunday morn March 7th, 1875, Capt. Noah Washburn, in the 81st year 
of this age.

Capt. Washburn was one of the oldest residents of Sag Harbor, and held in high esteem by a 
large circle of friends, and will be greatly missed in this community. His face and form will 
no longer be seen upon our streets. He closely follows his dear companion who has been 
separated from him for a few months only. Her loss was deeply felt by him and doubtless the 
affliction had much to do in hastening his own death--as is often the case with aged people.

He was a man who possessed many moral and social virtues. In his family relations he was 
very happy -- an affectionate husband and kind father -- an accommodating neighbor, and in 
former years, he ever held himself ready to watch with the sick and dying, and in performing 
kind offices for the dead. He dealt justly, loving mercy and possessed a heart full of sympathy
for others.

In the vigor of his younger days he was a man of commanding presence and in personal 
appearance there was a noble manliness that elicited admiration.
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He belonged to the order of Free and Accepted Masons, having been Worshipful Master of 
the Hampton Lodge in this village, with which hr became connected 60 years ago. He was at
the time of his death the oldest Mason in Suffolk Co. He valued much his connections with 
the order, believing that its principals made him a better man.

His funeral was largely attended, from his late residence on Tuesday afternoon.

After the religious services, the remains were taken charge of by Wamponamon Lodge, and 
he was buried with Masonic honors. The beautiful ritual of the order was impressively read 
by W.M., B.B. Sleight.

Capt. Washburn leaves three daughters -- all of whom were present at the funeral. He was 
tenderly nursed by his children during his last illness, one of his daughters, Mrs. Whipple, 
having made it her home with him since the death of her mother.

E.B. Washburne obituary

Mark Washburn, talks about Brenton Washburn' Book "The Washburnes in America,” 
reprints the following obituary:

The Hon. Elihu B. Washburne died at the residence of his son, Hempstead Washburne, at 73 
Maple Street, about 4 o’ clock yesterday afternoon.  His death was very sudden and 
unexpected, for he been doing very well for some time and there was every expectation of his 
soon being in his usual health.  About two weeks ago he had sufficiently recovered from his 
illness to get out of bed and read in his room.  He felt first-rate Friday, and yesterday 
morning got up and dressed himself.  He made no complaint of feeling ill, and about 8 
o’clock sent for his barber to shave him.  He got into the chair and after the shave felt a 
sharp pain near his heart and had to be assisted back to bed.  His physicians were called and
prescribed for him, and he felt immediate relief.  He lay on the bed until about 8:45 o’ clock, 
when he felt thirsty and got up to get a drink.  Immediately the pains returned and he fell 
back in the bed.  His servants and Mrs. Hempstead Washburne were in the room and Mrs. 
Washburne took his hand.  Without a word he turned to the wall and died, Mrs. Washburne 
still holding his hand.  He passed away very peacefully, there being no pain and no struggle. 

The physicians say that the cause of his death was congestion of the heart and lungs.The 
members of the family were at once telegraphed for.  They are Mrs. William Bishop Jr., 
Bridgeport, Conn; Mrs. Fowler, Denver, Colo.; William Pitt Washburne, Livermore Falls, 
Me.; and E. B. Washburne Jr., Kingston, N. Y.  The funeral will be held in Chicago 
Wednesday and in Galena Thursday.

Elihu B. Washburne was born in Livermore, Oxford County, Me., Sept. 23, 1816, and was a 
lineal descendant of John Washburn, the first Secretary of the Council of Plymouth.  His 
father kept a general country store, where the son made himself generally useful and 
gathered much information from the political and social sages of the neighborhood who 
there congregated and discoursed.  He read the newspapers, also obtained his schooling at 
the country establishment, and previous to his 17th year had exhausted the circulating 
library.  He then went into the office of the Christian Intelligencer, published at Gardiner, 
Me.  The years experience he obtained in the printing office was of great value to him, 
bringing to his notice many men of prominence who resided in the town, especially, George 
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Evans, then a member of Congress. It was during this period that the Republican principles 
which had been sown in his mind by his father were strengthened so that they ruled his 
political life.  The paper, however, failed, and, returning to his home, he obtained the position
of teacher in a district school at a compensation of $10 a month, with board.  His three 
months administration brought the rebellious school into submission, and he entered the 
office of the Kennebec Journal, the leading Whig organ of the State, then edited and 
published by the Hon. Luther Severance.  He commenced his apprenticeship in May, 1835, 
but on account of failing health, caused by overwork, he abandoned the newspaper 
profession never to return to it, and determined to study law.

In the spring of 1836 he left Augusta and commenced study at Kent’s Hill Seminary.  After a 
reasonable course of preparation, in 1838 he entered the law office of the Hon. John Otis of 
Hallowell, a distinguished member of the profession, a Representative in Congress, and 
subsequently a member of the Northwestern Boundary Commission.  To that gentleman’s 
credit be it said that he afterward advanced Mr. Washburne sufficient money to enter 
Cambridge Law School, which he did in March, 1839.  Being admitted to the bar in 1840, he 
set out for the West, with no definite point in view, and after stopping a short time at 
Washington, D. C., he continued on his journey and arrived at Galena, Ill., in the spring of 
that year, finding himself in the midst of the exciting Harrison campaign.  He entered 
promptly into the contest, delivering strong Whig speeches, and getting before the public in 
the most enviable light.  He soon had a good legal practice. In 1844 he was made a delegate 
to the Whig National Convention that nominated Henry Clay.  In 1848 he was an 
unsuccessful candidate for a Congressional nomination, and in 1852 was again a delegate to
the National Whig Convention, aiding in the nomination of Gen. Scott, opposing all pro-
slavery influences, and so earning the approbation of the people of the Galena district that 
when it was reapportioned he was chosen its Congressman, although it was supposed to be 
strongly Democratic.  In 1854 he was renominated by a mass convention of Whigs, 
Democrats, and anti-Nebraska men, and reelected by a majority of over 5,000 votes, as 
against 286 two years previously.  In the next Congress (1855) Mr. Washburne was honored 
with the Chairmanship of the Committee on Commerce, being one of the staunchest 
supporters of Nathaniel P. Banks for Speaker of the House of Representatives.  He was 
reelected for seven successive terms, and a statement of the services which he rendered his 
State and country would include a mention of all the important National measures of that 
period.

During the fearful war period he was one of President Lincoln’s most trusted friends and 
advisers, and his most reliable lieutenant upon the floor of the House.  In fact, when the 
President arrived in Washington for the first time Mr. Washburne, on behalf of the House, 
and Mr. Seward representing the Senate, were chosen as the most appropriate persons to 
receive him.  As term after term he was sent by his constituents to represent them at 
Washington he became known as the ‘Father of the House’,  swearing in Schuyler Colfax �
as Speaker three times and James G. Blaine once in that capacity.  He was the determined 
and untiring enemy of all steals, lobbies, rings, and ringsters, and became known as ‘the 
Watch-Dog of the Treasury.’ He first suggested Col. Grant’s name for one of the nine 
Brigadier-Generalships to which the State of Illinois was entitled, and was afterwards 
instrumental in framing and passing the bill which made the ‘Silent Man’  General of the �
armies of the United States.  By 1869 Mr. Washburne had occupied the position of Chairman 
of the Committee on Commerce for ten years and had been Chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations during the last Congress in which he served.  He had also been a member of 

Page 29



the Joint Committee on the Library, Chairman of the Committee on Government Contracts 
during the war, a position of great responsibility, and Chairman of the special committee to 
examine into the Memphis riots in the summer of 1866.  He had been a member of the Joint 
Committee on Reconstruction and Chairman of the Committee of the Whole House in the 
matter of the impeachment of Andrew Johnson.  Among the important bills introduced by him
was that providing for the establishment of National cemeteries.

In 1869 President Grant appointed Mr. Washburne Secretary of State. After a short term of 
office, however, upon the advise of physicians he resigned his office, but was appointed 
Minister to France.  The Franco-Prussian war made the duties of that station as arduous as 
those which could attach to any public position, and so ably did he perform them that the 
American Legation was soon looked upon as the place of refuge for the people of all 
nationalities.  After serving his country abroad for nearly nine years Minister Washburne at 
the commencement of President Hayes’ Administration asked to be recalled.  Since that time 
he has lived quietly in Chicago having withdrawn from public life, but his name was 
prominently mentioned by the country at large at the Presidential conventions of 1880 and 
1884 in connection with the highest office in the gift of the people.

Mr. Washburne was married in 1845 to Adele Gratiot of Gratiot Grove, Wis.  His wife was 
the daughter of Col. Henry Gratiot, one of the most distinguished and enterprising pioneers 
of the ‘lead region.’  Mr. and Mrs. Washburne had six [eight] children.  Mr. Washburne was 
much prostrated by the unexpected death of his son Gratiot in December, 1886, and this 
followed by the death of his wife, March 10, last, aggravated the complaints from which he 
had previously suffered, and from which he had vainly sought relief at many health resorts.

Alvin Nichols obituary

From Milwaukee Journal article about Alvin Nichols, oldest son of Charles and Mary 
Nichols. This article appeared in the Sunday Milwaukee Journal on March 8, 1981, titled “Old 
Man Thrives on Independence,” by Larry Van Goetham, special to the Journal:

Enterprise, WIs.----Alvin Nichols lives, as a poet advised, "in a house by the side of the road,
where the race of men go by."   "When I bought this place there was electricity in here but I 
told 'em to take it out," Nichols told a visitor. "I only want checks coming in, no bills."

Nichols was preparing breakfast so he went ahead with his meal, flipping a bubbling egg off 
the pan onto plate already heaped with fried potatoes. He had fried both on a tiny old cast-
iron wood stove with a cooking surface and an all but obliterated Sears stove. He had 
enough wood to provide thin heat against the cold creeping in through cracks in the old 
shack. He set the pans aside, filling them with water from a plastic milk jug so the food 
wouldn't stick to them.   Nichols will be 96 next July 3. He should get that far because he 
expects to reach 100 with no trouble--"no trouble at all." He will mark those years, as he has
many others, alone.   Alone in a old shack where the dust and debris of decades lay in layers,
like the sediment in old stones.   A visit with Nichols has the reality of an unsettling 
encounter with a wild bear.   He is the proud, ragged end of a generation before our parents. 
He is a vanishing species.   In his shack, Nichols has no running water and no toilet--inside 
or out. Nichols will tell you that he has plenty of money, that he has made a lot in the logging
business in Montana and Wisconsin.   This is confirmed by his daughter, Theo Ferch, who 
lives down the road from the shack.   "He could live well if he wanted to,"  she said. 
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"However, he doesn't choose to.

He prefers to live as he does.  I wanted to clean his house but he said he wanted to keep it 
just like that and to get out." Nichols is fiercely independent.   He has been through good 
times but also times so hard that today seems  reasonable.   He was born when Grover 
Cleveland was president.   "That was about the toughest times we had," Nichols said of those
early years.   "There was no such thing as food stamps.   There was whole families starved to
death.   Of course, they didn't call it that but, you see, they wouldn't eat enough and they'd 
weaken and it would run into diptheria." Nichols remembers being a boy in some northern 
Wisconsin town where his Scotch-Irish immigrant parents had moved during the logging 
years.   A large family lived across the road.   He remembers a funeral for several members 
of the family.   "I remember looking out the window at night and there was nothing but 
lanterns in the field, (and they were) burying them, " he said. "Oh, I tell you, it was tough 
times.   If you didn't make it on your own, well, you died, that's all. There was no relief.   
Everything was cheap but nobody had any money." Nichols worked most of the big river 
lumber drives.

CHEAP WAGES

"Well, I drove logs down the Black River.  And the Yellow River. And I went to work on the 
Chippoway (Chippewa).   And I drove on the Oconto, then the Chippoway again.   Wages 
was cheap then.   You worked all day. You put in 12 hours for two and a half dollars.. ...But 
that was good wages.   Then I got rid of that and went out on the Kootenai (a river in 
Montana)."   Nichols was born in Montana.   He moved there and back as the mood struck 
him.   "He's not terribly interested in other people," his daughter said.   "He's been a lone 
wolf, which he will tell you is probably the truth."

Nichols married a Norwegian woman, Hilda, whom he met in South Dakota. The marriage 
lasted long enough for the birth of his daughter and a son, Fred, who lives in Seattle.    "I 
didn't want to get tied down anyway," Nichols said. "Because you can't move around with a 
family."

STUDIED MEDICINE

Nichols doesn't believe in doctors.   But once he allowed his daughter to take him to a 
Rhinelander doctor.  The old man's temples are sunk into his skull but his mind is clear and 
he spoke to the moment. "Doc here was asking me all kinds of questions.   He says, 'When 
was you under a doctor's care?'   I says this is the first time.   He says, 'Is that possible?   
How do you do it?'   I say I study.   I study.   I got the same books they got in the medicine 
schools.   He says, 'That's what we studied in medical school.   Well. you'll put me out of 
business.'"

Actually Nichols has had two hernia operations.   And he almost lost a leg while working on 
a dam in Montana.  Nichols says that his secret is exercise.   He does three exercises inside 
his shack, making meticulous count as he does so and chiding visitors who interrupt him. But
his main activity is sawing wood with an old handsaw.   He buys 10-foot lengths and cuts it 
into piles to heat his shack.   He saws with the intensity of a man who has brought himself 
through his years by his strength and the enormous power of a will tempered in the fires of 
adversity.   "I don't have no bills," he says.   He does have three bank accounts.   He tells you
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how he has advised his son, who is doing well in the West, to retrench for possible hard 
times.   "This is pretty good times we're in," he said.   "We don't know when it is going to 
end."

Obit of Harold Herrington in 2006 printed in the Pulaski NY Newspaper

Word has been received of the death of Harold Herrington, formerly of Pulaski, on February 
28, 1966 in Ottawa, Canada.

Funeral services and burial were in Ottawa on March 2.

Surviving are his wife, Mrs. Jessie Herrington of Pulaski, two daughters, Mrs. Robert 
(Marie) Davis of San Pablo, Calif., and Mrs. Morris (Loretta) Palmeri of Auburn; one 
brother, Russell Herrington of Syracuse; three grandchildren and two great grandchildren.

Harry Scott Sperling obit

Sperling, Harry Scott: On April 26, 2003 at age 87. After a long good-bye he was called 
home to be with his Lord and Saviour. Survived by his devoted wife, Dee of 49 years; his 
beloved son, Scott D. Sperling; granddaughter, Shannon Lee (Bryan) Rowlands; grandson, 
Scott M. Sperling of CA.; brothers-in-law, Robert Strassner, Ferd Corey; many nieces and 
nephews.

Harry was a member of the Fretted Instrumental Guild of America. He played banjo and 
piano with the Mummers Band of Clearwater, Fl., his winter residence. He was a 28 year 
member of The Taylor Quarter Century Club.

Special thanks to Dr. Stephen Hellems and Harry's Angel Nurses; Phyllis, Joyce, Ann Marie, 
Maggie  and special loving aids, Tracy and Sherry; as well as many others.

Friends are invited to call at Miller Funeral Homes Inc., (3325 Winton Rd. South) on Friday 
from 2-4 &  7-9 PM and Saturday from 10:00-11:15 AM. Harry's Funeral Service will be 
celebrated in the Interfaith Chapel at Miller Funeral Homes, on Saturday at 11:30 AM. 
Interment, White Haven Memorial Park.

Rochester Democrat and Chronicle Subclassification: Death Notices in Monroe County 
5/1/2003

Obit of Morris L. Palmeri

This notice was sent to me from "The Citizen" newspaper:

Morris L. Palmeri

AUBURN - Morris L. Palmeri, 85 of 25 Oak St., auburn died Sunday, Dec. 24
2000, at Mercy Health and Rehabilitation Center.

Mr. Palmeri was born in Fulton, the son of the late Asunta and Costantino
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Palmieri. He was formerly employed as a forest ranger in California. He also
was an employee of Dunn and McCarthy, Auburn and retired from Procino and
Rossi after more than 20 years of service. He was an avid outdoorsman, who
enjoyed archery and fishing.

Mr. Palmeri is survived by one stepson, George H. Herrington of Auburn; two
sisters, Constance Fitzgerald of New York City and Mary DeMasi of Auburn;
several nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by his wife, Loretta Mae Palmeri, who passed away on
Sept. 28, 1982, his two brothers, Frank and Michael Palmeri and his sister,
Carmella DeCarolis.

There will be no calling hours. Funeral services will be 10 a.m. Thursday,
Dec. 28, 2000 at the Brew Funeral Home, 48 South St., Auburn. Interment will
be in Fort Hill Cemetery, Auburn.

Memorial contributions may be made to the charity of one's choice in memory
of Mr. Palmeri.
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