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Primogeniture, America and an Ordinary

Samuel was born and raised on a farm called “Coleman’s” in the village of Stonham Aspal in
Suffolk County, England. Because he was born as the fourth son and not the legal heir to his
father’s farm, from birth Samuel was predestined to be landless if he remained in England. After
his marriage to Elizabeth and the birth of their first child, Mary, he remedied his landless condition
by taking his family to Ipswich and boarded the ship Diligent sailing to New England. In America
there was land for the taking. He first settled in Hingham at the south end of Boston Harbor with
all the other Diligent immigrants. Later he moved a short distance west to the town of Weymouth
and finally he settled further south at Bridgewater where he became a prominent citizen. Samuel
is the forefather of almost all of the Packards who have lived in America. 

The earliest recorded use of the Packard surname is the will of John Packard of London,
England, dated 1311, Calendar of Wills in Court of Husting, f 218. In his will John leaves property
to his wife Alice and 12 pence for the upkeep of London Bridge.

There are many records of the Packard surname since then, mostly in the counties of Suffolk and
Essex, England. However, as far as any provable linage goes, George Packard the father of Samuel
is as far back as we can go on a direct line. Samuel is the subject of this sketch as he was the first
American Packard.

Samuel Packard was probably born in the early part of September of 1612, at home on his
father’s farm. He was christened on the 17  of September at the local Church of England parish ofth

St. Mary and St. Lambert in Stonham Aspal, Suffolk, England.
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The house in which Samuel was born and raised in still stands and is known today by the local
folk as the “Red House,” because of its distinctive red brick. In times past and during Samuel’s time,
the house and adjoining farm were known as “Coleman’s” in a rural area called Whitsungrene. The
original house (the photo at right below) has been remodeled over the years, being added on to with
various additions including the large front part in the left photo above. 

Samuel was the sixth child and fourth son of George and Mary Wyther Packard. Their children
were; Frances, John, George, George (again), Margaret, Samuel, Nathan and Mary.  Their third
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child, the first George, died as an infant. All of the others were raised to adulthood. All of them were
probably born in the farm house located on Mickfield Road just north of Stonham Aspal. 

George was a yeoman farmer in the mid-Suffolk area of East Anglia, where, if he was successful
in his farming, he could at least hope his oldest son John would become part of the landed gentry
class of English society. Samuel, however, was the fourth son, and the English practice of
primogeniture predestined him from birth to be landless. The practice of primogeniture was surely
one of the main reasons Samuel decided to immigrate to New England in America. He probably saw
it as the only, or maybe best way, for him to become a successful farmer and land owner like his
father before him.

Samuel was born into an area of England called East Anglia, which was steeped in political and
religious unrest at the time. When the Church of England broke from Rome and was brought under
secular control, it caused a lot of religious unrest amongst the people all over England, but
especially those in East Anglia who aligned themselves with Puritan values. They abhorred all
things Pagan. They didn’t much care for the example the monarchy set in religious affairs and in
their own private lives. They aligned themselves with Oliver Cromwell and the Roundheads.

During this time books were being widely published on all sorts of topics in plain English,
instead of the traditional Latin of scholars. A whole new world of knowledge and understanding was
opening up for those who could read. An education in the basics of reading and writing English, was
fast becoming the norm, not the exception, for the middle classes of society. This educational
enlightenment through reading, caused people to view the world quite differently from their long
held traditional views. All this tended to cause a lot of intellectual unrest, as well as a profound
distrust of government authority.

In the early 1600s these problems were compounded as England suffered through a series of
intense economic depressions. The country quickly became divided between the Roundheads with
their Puritan values and the Cavaliers who remained loyal to King Charles I and his French wife.
This division between the Roundheads and Cavaliers eventually became known as the English Civil
War of 1625-1649. It also led to the “Great Migration” to America during the 1630s and 40s. This
dissatisfaction with government was so intense that in 1649 Cromwell and his forces captured
Parliament, overthrew the monarchy and murdered King Charles I. All of the above mentioned
unrest leading up to this event over many years must have been the impetus that finally prompted
Samuel to take action in the middle of it during 1638. 

About 1635 at the age of 23, Samuel married a woman named Elizabeth, who was probably from
the mid-Suffolk area. Over the years much has been said by various Packard family researchers
about Elizabeth’s surname and ancestry. Some have assumed it to be Stream, but that name is not
a typical East Anglia surname. No original records have yet been found to prove the validity of any
surname for her. So at present it still remains a mystery. 

A couple of years later a daughter named Mary was born to this union and the family started to
grow. The birth of a first child is a time of great contemplation and reflection for many young
fathers and I’m sure Samuel was no different. This very troubled and unsettled time in England
caused Samuel to consider drastic measures, as he pondered the future of his young family and
securing its well being. They summoned all their courage and concluded they would venture into
the virtual unknown and sail off to America.

Many of the passengers on the ship Diligent were followers of Peter Hobart, a local minister who
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had preached in the town of Haverhill before heading off to America himself in 1635. All of the
Diligent passengers slowly gathered in the central town of  Wymondham, before heading as a group
to the port of Ipswich and boarding their vessel. The passengers came from all over East Anglia,
gathering for various reasons. But what they all had in common was a dissatisfaction with the
direction their lives were headed in England at that time.

The Diligent sailed from the port town of Ipswich (the county seat of Suffolk) in June of 1638
with 133 passengers on board and John Martin as master of the ship. The small sailing vessel
(probably a two masted Brig, or three masted Bark), took roughly two months to cross the north
Atlantic to New England, landing at Boston harbor August 10 . After landing, all of the passengersth

traveled to the south end of Massachusetts Bay and settled in the small town of Bear Cove.  The
large numbers of East Anglians moving there didn’t much care for the name of the place and soon
had it changed to Hingham — an East Anglia name more suitable to their liking.

Being a farmer’s son in England, I’m sure Samuel ventured into that occupation in Hingham.
For the very first time he owned his own land in a pristine new country. Making a living at farming
at this time and place would have been a struggle for sure with the constant clearing of trees and
rocks from the soil. It would have been hard work from dawn to dusk. Add to that the unpredictable
weather of New England and it must have been extremely difficult to say the least. Samuel lived in
Hingham until 1653, where the next eleven of his children were born. 

In 1654 the family moved a few miles west to the town of Weymouth, where Samuel was a
Selectman (a city councilman) for that town from 1654 to 1664. He may have sold the farm in
Hingham and started a new one in Weymouth, or was commuting to the old farm in Hingham. In
either case he probably built a new, larger home for his now large and growing family in Weymouth.
The last two of his fourteen children were born here, as well as the marriage of his oldest daughter,
Mary, to Richard Phillips of Weymouth.

In 1662 he purchased some land in Bridgewater, located in Plymouth County, roughly twenty
miles to the south. That same year he was appointed to a group which decided the route of highways
in the area. In 1664 the family moved south to Bridgewater as he was appointed Constable of
Bridgewater in that year. Samuel was not one of the original settlers of Bridgewater, but soon
became a prominent citizen in the community. He was a collector of “Minister’s Rates” (or a tax
collector) in 1670. In 1671 he was licensed to keep an “ordinary” (a tavern) in Bridgewater. He was
a surveyor of highways in 1672 and the Constable again in 1674. Besides tending to a small family
farm which was typical for most people, the managing of his ordinary I’m sure was his principal
business until his death.

Samuel and Elizabeth’s children and their approximate dates of birth were; Mary 1637,
Elizabeth 1639, Samuel 1641, Hannah 1643, Israel 1645, Jael 1647, Deborah 1648, Zaccheus 1650,
Jane (twin) 1651, Abigail (twin) 1651, Deliverance 1652, Thomas 1653, John 1655 and Nathaniel
1657.

Samuel died in Bridgewater 7 November 1684 at the age of 72. His will is dated 29 October
1684, so he must have known he didn’t have long to live, suffering from either a lingering illness
or old age. Elizabeth remarried ten years later in 1694 to John Washburn. She died later that same
year on, 27 October 1694.

We owe much to Samuel and Elizabeth Packard, who gathered all their courage to venture into
the virtual unknown to better themselves and their family’s lot in life. They leave all their scions a
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lasting legacy of courage in “fighting hard” to reach the goals they set out to achieve  in life. They
reared a large and noble family and worked many years providing public service to their chosen
community. Many of their descendants fought in the Revolutionary War which helped to establish
this country and the many freedoms we all now enjoy. The recorded history surrounding their lives
speaks volumes about them, despite the fact they personally left no written record of themselves.
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