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A New Faith, Missions and Temples

Noah Packard was born of goodly parents that bestowed on him a noble American heritage and a
strong-willed New England character. At the age of thirty-six he was a convert to the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and was one of the early Elders of that church, traveling on many
missions some 15,000 miles in the northeastern states. He helped to build the first two LDS Temples;
the first in Kirtland, Ohio, and the second in Nauvoo, Illinois, with the latter being the largest and
most expensive building west of Philadelphia at the time. He also helped to establish the city of
Nauvoo, which at its peak was larger than the city of Chicago. He and the other members of his
family helped pioneer and settle the wide open spaces of the American West. His life was one of
service to his fellow men. He suffered both in body and spirit during his mortal sojourn, but he
endured faithful to the end through the refiners fire of mortal life.

The earliest recorded use of the Packard surname is the will of John Packard of London, England,
dated 1311, Calendar of Wills in Court of Husting, f 218. In his will John leaves property to his wife
Alice and 12 pence for the upkeep of London Bridge.

There are many records of the Packard surname since then, mostly in the counties of Suffolk and
Essex, England. However, as far as any provable linage goes, George Packard the father of Samuel
is as far back as we can go on a direct line. 

In 1638 the first Packard in America (named Samuel), arrived on the ship Diligent, with his wife
Elizabeth and a young daughter named Mary. They landed at Boston Harbor and settled at the south
end of the bay, first in Bear Cove (soon thereafter called Hingham), then Weymouth and finally at
Bridgewater. Together they had fourteen children. Five generations later Noah Packard was born
May 7, 1796, in Plainfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts; his father having moved there from Hardwick
and Bridgewater before that. He was the seventh of eight children born to Noah and Molly Packard.
His American descent is from; Samuel, christened September 17, 1612, who married Elizabeth about
1635 in England, their third son Zaccheus, christened April 20, 1651, married Sarah Howard about
1679, their sixth son Zaccheus Jr., born September 4, 1693, married Mercy Alden October 21, 1725.
Mercy Alden's great grandparents were John Alden and Priscilla Mullins who came to America in
1620 on the ship Mayflower. John and Priscilla were the very first young couple married in the new
Plymouth Colony. Zaccheus and Mercy's first son Eleazer, born September 24, 1727, married Mercy
Richards in 1751. He is recorded as being with the minutemen of Princeton fighting in the Lexington
Alarms and the later siege of Boston. Their first son Noah, born October 3, 1752, married Molly
Hamlen (or Hamlin) about 1781. Noah also fought in the American Revolution and was in the
American Army under General Gates during the taking of General John Burgoyne and his British
Army at Saratoga, N.Y. This battle marked the turning point of the Revolutionary War. It was the
first time a British Army had surrendered in over 200 years. Noah and Molly's third son, the subject
of this sketch, was also named Noah, or Noah II.

At the age of 20, Noah II set out on his own, on foot, traveling to the ‘Western Reserve’ in
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northeastern Ohio in the year 1816, after that area had been opened to immigration following the War
of 1812. In 1816 his father had given him some land in Hambden along with his older sister Olive and
younger brother David. In 1818 he purchased 138 acres of land just northwest of Parkman where he
cleared a farm just south of Stephen Giles and north of the future farm of Hiram Dayton. While in this
area he met and married his wife Sophia Bundy, June 29, 1820, in Parkman, Geauga, Ohio. They
were married by the Rev. Abiel Jones. Together they had seven children between the years 1821 and
1837; Noah III born 24 Apr 1821, Orren born 25 Dec 1822, Henry born 6 May 1825, Sophia Adelia
born 1 Oct 1828, Milan born 7 Oct 1830, Nephi born 1 Jul 1832 and Olive Amelia born 5 Feb 1837.
All were raised to adulthood and later traveled west to Utah. 

In 1822 a militia was established in Geauga County, with officers Amos Barroughs as Captain and
Noah Packard as Lieutenant. On May 15  of 1823 their first active service was in support of theth

county sheriff at the execution hanging of Benjamin Wright Jr. in Chardon. Mr. Wright had been
convicted of murder.

In order to understand the remainder of Noah's life, you must first understand the beginnings of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. So, I will attempt to put its origins in a nutshell. —

In 1820 a young 15 year old boy by the name of Joseph Smith Jr., who was living in Palmyra,
New York, went into the woods near his father’s farm to pray. He wanted to know which of all the
different churches in the area he should join. He had the faith to believe that God would answer his
prayer. As he was praying, God the Father and his son Jesus Christ appeared to him and told him not
to join any of the churches, saying “they draw near to me with their lips, but their hearts are far from
me...”

On September 21, 1823, as Joseph was praying in his bedroom, a heavenly messenger, an angel
named Moroni appeared to him and told him that when he was a living person in ancient America he
had buried a book written upon gold plates not far from Joseph’s home, and that in due time he
would be allowed to take these plates and translate them into a book.

On September 22, 1827, Joseph received these gold plates from Moroni, whose father’s name
was Mormon and who had compiled the gold plates in ancient times. In two and a half months Joseph
translated the plates into what is now called The Book of Mormon, which was first published in 1830.
This book of scripture tells about God’s dealings with the ancient inhabitants of the American
continent. Most importantly, it tells about the coming of the resurrected Christ to America after his
death and resurrection in Jerusalem, and is a second witness along with the Bible of Christ's divine
mission. This heavenly messenger and the gold plates were also witnessed by Oliver Cowdery and
David Whitmer. The gold plates were seen and handled by eight other people before they were
eventually returned to the angel Moroni. The church which Joseph Smith started under the direction
of Jesus Christ was a restoration of the original Church of Jesus Christ which Jesus himself had
organized during his earthly ministry. Hence, the adjunct ‘Latter-Day Saints.’ Now to continue with
Noah's story. — 

In 1831, Noah heard about some new neighbors who had just moved to Parkman from western
New York, named William & Elizabeth Jolly (whose daughter Julia Anne had married the above
mentioned David Whitmer). It was rumored these new neighbors were believers in a "gold bible.”

One day Noah and Sophia decided to pay this new family a visit, in hopes of setting them straight
about false prophets in the last days. It appears that Mrs. Jolly was quite a scholar of the Bible and
ended up setting them straight instead. She presented them with a copy of The Book of Mormon and
asked if they would read it and pray to find out for themselves if it were a true volume of scripture
about the early inhabitants of America. He said he would and took it home. 

Kneeling down in prayer and placing the book against his forehead, Noah prayed to know that
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if it were a true volume of scripture, that somehow the Lord would make it known unto them. He
began reading it aloud so that Sophia could hear. After reading it through once, he commenced to
read it a second time. The Packards were not exactly what a current missionary would call a golden
contact. However, the workings of the spirit didn’t give up on the Packards, or their next door
neighbors.

Sophia’s first cousin Permelia Bundy Dayton and her husband Hiram Dayton, who lived right next
door south of the Packards, were also investigating the church and joined in February of 1832. I’m
sure that Hiram and Permelia played a big role along with the Jolly’s in the Packard’s conversion.
Eventually they were convinced by the spirit of the Book of Mormon to join the church. At some
point between June 1-5, 1832, Noah, Sophia and their eldest son Noah III were baptized by Parley
Pratt and confirmed by Hyrum Smith and Parley Pratt, as members of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints. 

The church had only been established a couple of years earlier in 1830. On December 3, 1832,
Noah was ordained a priest by Joseph Smith the prophet. On the 5th he was sent on his first mission
for the church with Solomon Humphrey, an ex-Methodist minister. They went to pay Noah’s brother
Iram a visit in Chatham, Ohio, and ended up preaching in the surrounding area. On May 6, 1833,
while on the second of his many missions, he was ordained an elder by John Gould in Westfield, New
York.

Over the next several years Noah would go on at least nine
different missionary excursions for the church, spending about
four years traveling on foot without purse or script some
15,000 miles, preaching 480 sermons, and baptizing at least
fifty-three people into the membership of the growing church.
By 1836 the membership had grown to over 3000 members. On
one of his missions Noah published a pamphlet called ‘Political
and Religious Detector’ which also included Joseph Smith’s
Wentworth letter, which first articulated the churches Articles
of Faith.

While on his missions Noah was able to perform many
miraculous healings by the power of God, as the lame walked
and the deaf could hear. Being a missionary traveling without
purse or script was very demanding and difficult work. In
writing about these times of his life Noah wrote, "If any of the
Elders of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, in
traveling to preach the gospel have gone hungry, so have I. If
any have traveled with sore feet, so have I. If any have been seized and put out of doors when
speaking to the people, so have I. If any through the hard heartedness of the people, have been
obliged to lie out of doors in the night, so have I."

For a short time, he was the branch president of the Parkman Ohio Branch (a small congregation)
of the church. In 1835, Noah sold his farm in Parkman to a man named George Burden for $2,200.
and moved north to Kirtland, Ohio. Noah donated a span of colts and loaned the church $1,000. to
help build the very first temple (a special building of the church), which was completed in March of
1836. At its dedication he donated $400. to help pay off the debts of its construction. The dedication
of this building was a very spiritual event for both Noah and Sophia as well as the other members of
the church. Many important revelations were given to the prophet Joseph Smith in this temple,
including the visitation of Elijah the Old Testament prophet. (Malachi 4:5-6)
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This Kirtland Temple had another special purpose. The sacrifice the Saints (members of the
church) had made to build it, the spiritual power they had built in the process, and their continued
ardent desires to do the Lord's will, had fitted them for the spiritual manifestations which would
endow them with power from on high.(D&C 95:8) “When the Saints were empowered by those
manifestations, the missionaries would go forth with new zeal and success to spread the gospel, and
their womenfolk at home would have the strength and endurance to match those efforts.” It was this
spiritual strength which helped Noah and Sophia overcome their physical and spiritual trials and the
hard times of extreme poverty while living in Kirtland. On January 13, 1836, Noah was called (or
selected) as a member of the Kirtland High Council (an area governing body of 12 people). He served
on the high council from 1836 to 1839. 

About this same time, the bulk of the members of the church were migrating to the northwestern
part of Missouri, which at the time was the far western edge of the populated United States. In the
late fall of 1838 Noah left Kirtland, headed for Missouri, but spent the winter in Wellsville about 50
miles  west of Pittsburgh, trying to earn money for passage while waiting for the Ohio River to thaw.
In the early spring of 1839 he left Wellsville floating down the Ohio River to St. Louis where he
learned the saints had been expelled from Missouri. He then traveled up the Mississippi River to
Quincy, Illinois, arriving there some time before April 13, 1839. 

In Missouri the saints had no rest, as they were persecuted and killed because of their religious
beliefs, along with their anti-slavery beliefs. Lies, rumors and jealousies concerning the saints grew
like a wildfire. It tends to be the sad nature of man, that he destroys that which he does not
understand or agree with. These persecutions became so violent that in October of 1838, the
Governor of Missouri, Lilburn W. Boggs, ordered the state militia to “exterminate the Mormons”
living in Missouri. In January and February of 1839 during the middle of winter, the saints were
forced to flee Missouri northeast to Quincy, Illinois. It was here in Quincy where the Packards
rejoined the rest of the church. 

 For about a year the Packards lived on a farm just outside Carthage, Illinois. In May of 1840 they
moved to the city of Nauvoo. [A Hebrew word pronounced naw-voo — meaning beautiful place]
Here Noah served as second counselor to Don C. Smith (the youngest brother of Joseph Smith Jr.),
in the presidency of  the High Priests Quorum. (D&C 124:136)  In 1840 Noah ran for one of nine
seats on the Nauvoo City Council, but was not elected from among 19 candidates. Noah and his two
oldest sons also became members of the Nauvoo Legion — an army prepared to defend the town.
While living in Nauvoo, Noah and Sophia lived on the southeast corner of Main and Kimball, just one
block east of Brigham Young’s home and one block north of the Mansion House of Joseph and
Emma Smith. In March of 1842 Sophia was one of the founding members of the Relief Society (the
woman's organization within the church). Sophia seconded Elizabeth Whitney’s motion that Emma
Smith be the organization’s first president.

For a few years the saints had peace in Nauvoo, and by 1843 they had built it into the largest city
in the state of Illinois (about 15,000). In 1846 at its peak, there could have been as many as 20,000
residents. It was at the time a thriving city of commerce with thousands of fine homes, schools and
shops. Noah even helped to build a new temple to the Lord, which was completed in October of
1845. At the time it was the largest and most expensive building west of Philadelphia and its light
cream colored limestone walls could be seen up and down the Mississippi River for miles. Noah and
Sophia were some of the first ones to attend this completed Nauvoo Temple. During this time both
Noah and Sophia performed baptisms for their ancestors in the Mississippi River and the baptismal
font in the basement of the unfinished Nauvoo Temple.
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Because of the industriousness and prosperity of the church members, the other inhabitants of
Hancock County grew jealous and fearful of their growing economic and political power. They too
began resorting to mob violence to achieve their objectives, following the example set in Missouri.

In the later part of March or first part of April 1844, while on one of his missionary journey's,
Noah wrote and delivered a memorial to the Governor and assembled Senate and House of
Representatives of his native state of Massachusetts, to address the wrongs perpetrated upon the
members of the church while they lived in Missouri. Just four months later on June 27, 1844,  Joseph
Smith and his older brother Hyrum were murdered by a mob while being held captive on trumped-up
charges in Carthage jail. Noah and Sophia lost a good friend and neighbor and the church lost its
prophet, founder and leader. Later that same year Noah and Sophia’s oldest son Noah III married
Esther P. Phippen there in Nauvoo.

Brigham Young, being the senior member of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles, then became the
leader of the church. From that point on the mob violence grew steadily worse, until the saints finally
began to leave Nauvoo in the middle of February 1846, being lead by Brigham Young across the
frozen Mississippi River in covered wagons. Many left that winter, but some stayed until the spring
or summer, and still others did not leave until that fall.
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Noah was too sick to leave at the time, so his family stayed that winter in Nauvoo, but he sent
his three oldest sons to help the other saints move to Winter Quarters, which is now located in a
northern suburb of Omaha, Nebraska.  About 7,000 saints were camped there to await the coming
of spring. About 5,000 others were camped up and down the Missouri River. Thousands of others
were scattered all across Iowa, and about 3,000 remained in Nauvoo, like Noah & Sophia.

While at Winter Quarters, the U.S. government petitioned the saints to muster 500 men to fight
in the war with Mexico. Henry, Noah's third oldest son, was one of those who went off with the
Mormon Battalion to fight in that war. The battalion marched from Council Bluffs, Iowa, to Fort
Levenworth, Kansas, through New Mexico and Arizona, all the way to San Diego and up to Ciudad
de Los Angeles, California. It was, and still is, the longest infantry march in U.S. military history.
They never engaged the Mexican Army, but their presence in the area insured it would later become
part of the United States. After their release from duty in L.A., some of these men blazed a new trail
northeast to the Salt Lake Valley. Some traveled established trails north to the Sacramento area and
were there when gold was discovered. Others, like Henry, reenlisted and were stationed in San Diego.

In March of 1846 their daughter Sophia Adelia married William H. Meneray in Nauvoo. Soon,
Noah III returned to Nauvoo from Winter Quarters. Noah II was in poor physical condition from
exposure to the elements during his many missions, and lacked the physical means to cross the plains
to the Rocky Mountains. Noah I’m sure felt he and his family should wait until they were better
prepared to make the journey to the West. I'm sure it broke their hearts to see all their friends from
Nauvoo leave for the Rocky Mountains with Brigham Young, but Noah knew he was doing the right
thing for his family. Many saints who attempted the journey in poor shape and who were ill equipped
for the journey, did not make it to the Salt Lake Valley, but died along the trail. Hundreds of them
succumbed to cholera, starvation, exhaustion, bad weather conditions, or a combination of all the
above. On May 10, 1846, Wilford Woodruff preached a sermon to about 3000 saints gathered at the
Nauvoo Temple and Noah Packard also bore his strong testimony of the restored gospel to the
congregation. 

After his health improved and he had earned a little money, the family moved up the Mississippi
River to Galena, Illinois, and Hazel Green, Wisconsin, where they worked in the lead mines for four
years. This is where Orren finally returned to join the rest of the family. On March 3, 1849, Orren
married Matilda A. Stowell in Galena, Illinois. The extended family was starting to grow at this time
with the first three of their grandchildren born there. Here Noah was finally able to save enough
money from his labors to start the trip to the West properly equipped and provisioned, and in
reasonably good health.

On April 22, 1850, the extended family, except for the Menerays, left Galena in the Peter
Maughan group of the Warren Foote Company and traveled west to Council Bluffs, Iowa. There they
joined a larger group of saints waiting to make the 1000 mile trip by covered wagons to Salt Lake
City. That company of covered wagons was led by Jonathan Foote and the Packards were in Captain
Pfoutz's hundred, Captain William Wall's fifty, and Peter Maughan's ten. Noah III, Noah & Sophia's
oldest son, and his young family with one child, decided to stay and make their home in Council
Bluffs, Iowa. Sophia Adelia, her  husband William H. Meneray and their children joined Noah III two
years later in Pottawattamie County, Iowa. It must have been extremely hard on Noah and Sophia,
leaving two of their children and three of their four grandchildren behind on the plains. They never
saw any of them again after leaving Council Bluffs, and crossing the Missouri River. 

That same year, about 44,000 people made the gold rush trek to California, along with thousands
of saints traveling to Salt Lake City, so there were lots of wagons and people on the trails heading
west. Because of the extreme numbers of people dependant on so few fresh water sources, cholera
became epidemic and took many lives that summer. From 1841 to 1859, 20,000 people died on the
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trails heading west; an average of ten graves for every mile of trail. Their particular company was no
different, having its share of losses from many causes. In their small group of wagons, Peter
Maughan’s young three year old son fell from the Maughan wagon and was run over by one of the
wheels. He died a few minutes later in his father’s arms and was buried in a box in a shallow grave
along the trail. Upon Noah and Sophia's arrival in Salt Lake City on September 18, 1850, they were
greeted by their son Henry. He had arrived earlier from his service with the Mormon Battalion
members who had reenlisted, serving as a sergeant in San Diego. During his extended service there,
they had built a courthouse, dug water wells, whitewashed buildings and did many other things to
improve the young and growing community. 

That fall and winter of 1850 Noah and his sons, along with many others, helped build a mill race
(or canal), west of the Jordan River in the Salt Lake Valley for Archibald Gardner. He was building
a saw mill and needed the water power to turn his mill. The mill and canal still exist as a tourist site
at 7800 South 1100 West. The saw mill was soon converted into a grist mill and has since been
remodeled many times over the years. The 2.5 mile North Jordan Canal still runs from 9400 South
to 7800 South and now somewhere far beyond the mill. Some of the original rock work in the canal
at the mill diversion still exists just west of the mill where the canal makes a sharp turn to the west.
While there in the Salt Lake Valley, Henry married Mary Mariah Chase, the younger sister of Sgt.
Barry Chase, one of Henry’s fellow battalion soldiers in Company A. They made their home in Salt
Lake City as the first two of Henry’s children were born there in the 15  Ward.th

In February of 1851, Brigham Young asked Noah and Sophia to join a group of saints who were
sent 50 miles to the south to settle the Hobble Creek area of Utah Valley, which area was soon called
Springville. Here he and his family used their many talents
to help build up their new community in the tops of the
mountains, where they could now practice their religion
without fear of persecution. For twenty months they lived
out of their wagons and tents. Here Noah served in the
branch presidency of the local church with Ashel Perry.
Noah was also one of the early Aldermen for that city, as
well as being a farmer and surveyor, laying out irrigation
canals. He also served as Captain in the Silver Grey Militia.

In August of 1851 their daughter-in-law Matilda who
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had carried a small baby in her arms across the plains to Utah, died shortly after giving birth to a
second child. Orren soon remarried to Matilda’s best friend Lucy Pine. In September Lucy gave birth
to Orren’s third son. In November of 1852 Orren was killed in a logging accident up in the top of the
right fork of Hobble Creek Canyon. His wagon overturned on the crude roadway while returning with
a heavy load of logs, as he was helping to build a community stockade to protect their belongs and
livestock from the Indians. 

On July 4  of 1853, Noah delivered an oration at the Springville Bowery as part of theth

celebration. This patriotic speech is one of the documents that still exists in his own handwriting.
In December of 1856, their 26 year old son Milan married a much younger 15 year old Margaret

Haymond. Olive, the youngest daughter, married Charles J. Craw 22 April 1857. 
Noah’s beloved Sophia died August 30, 1858, probably from her overexertion in taking care of

the homeless and hungry during the great move south at the approach of Johnston’s Army earlier that
year. At the time of her death she had 14 grandchildren; some located in Iowa and some in Utah. In
all she would have 44 grandchildren. Noah spent the remainder of his days in Springville and died
there February 17, 1860, being laid to rest next to Sophia. It was during this last year of his life that
he finished his autobiography which he had previously started in 1857. The last son Nephi married
Elizabeth Clucas in 1861. 

Noah is just one of many Packards who have made the Packard name stand out in American
history.  Noah's descendants can be found all over the western United States and Canada and
number over 3525 that I can count, but I know there are a lot more that I have yet to track down.

In 1831, when Noah went to pay a visit to his new neighbors and ended up joining the Mormon
Church, I'm sure he had no idea how he would affect the lives of thousands of his own descendants,
as well as countless others.  Partly because of his early missionary efforts and countless others then
and since, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints is one of the fastest growing churches
in the world.  Today the church's biggest problem is not persecution as it was in Noah's time, but
growth. In 1986 there were only 6 million members, but today there are over 12 million members.
The few missionaries that the church had back in the 1830's, such as Noah, now number over
60,000. They serve full time at their own expense for two years when 19 years of age, in most of the
countries around the world. The two temples that Noah helped build are no longer used by the
church. The Kirtland Temple was desecrated when the saints left Kirtland, but it still stands in
Kirtland, Ohio, just east of Cleveland. The original Nauvoo Temple was burned by arsonists and
destroyed November 19, 1848. In June of 2002 it was rebuilt on the original site, to look exactly like
the original building. There are today over 120 different temples around the world in use, with many
more planned or under construction.
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The Chronology of Noah & Sophia Packard, by Richard G. Packard, Mesa, AZ.
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Gardner’s Mill and North Jordan Canal photographs, by Richard G. Packard, Mesa, AZ.
Packard Canyon named after Orren Packard, by Richard G. Packard, Mesa, AZ.

This biography was first written and submitted in 1997 as an article for Packard’s Progress, the
quarterly newsletter of the Packard and Allied Families Association. It was printed in vol. 35, August
1997 issue, pp7-11. ISSN # 0892-0257, LDS # 929.27305. Since it was first published, I have revised
and expanded it over the years, adding photographs and newly discovered facts.
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