
From Samuel to Cyrus: 

A fresh look at the History of the Packard Family

Prepared by Burkely M. Hermann in August 2017.

I dedicate this to my mom, and my cousins. I also dedicate it to my ancestors who traveled across the ocean in 
1638 to Hingham, Massachusetts, creating history as they went forward. If it wasn’t for them, I wouldn’t be here
on my laptop today writing this book.

My late grandfather, in a December 1979 Christmas present, attempted to describe the genealogy of his family 
(and related families) and its roots in “American life.” This family history aims to build upon his work, done 
before the advent of Family Search or Ancestry, which gives as much information as he had available.
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Introduction

38 years ago my grandfather wrote a genealogy. While this was published 14 years before I was

born, he likely would be proud that someone else is adding to his family history all these years later. 

For his 50-page book, which only had a circulation of seven copies, a cousin named Tommy L. Atkins, 

along with other living Packard family members, gave him information to fill out the Packard part of 

the story. He was aiming to, as he states in his dedication, present a genealogy to help family members 

“gain a better appreciation of the roots of their families in American life.” His history proceeds in 

reverse chronological order, using “progenitors” (ancestors or forefathers in direct line), to weave the 

story from Samuel Packard to the 20th century.

This book aims to build upon that history. Due to the fact that he was writing the family history 

in the “pre-internet” days, he had to work with what he had, sometimes requesting records from 

appropriate state agencies and other times relying on the Packard family as a source. In the years since, 

numerous genealogical resources have appeared online, including scanned original records of varying 

towns in repositories such as the free-to-use Family Search, run by the Mormons in Utah, or the 

subscription-based services of Ancestry.com. Hence, the work he did can be enhanced with many 

primary sources, along with secondary, and some genealogical, sources as backing. 

As the 12th generation that descended from Samuel Packard (my 9th great-grandfather), who 

lived centuries before me, I feel compelled to write this history. Much of the information in this book 

comes from my own research. In August 2017, as part of a family vacation, I went across 

Massachusetts following in the footsteps of my grandfather. As the story goes, he entered a store in 

Plainfield, and friendly town residents asked him why he was there. He said he was researching family 

genealogy of the Packard family. One person responded saying “I’m a Packard, he’s a Packard, she’s a 

Packard, we’re all Packards here.” Another one of his cousins had a similar experience but slightly 

different in Pittsfield, asking about the Packards at a local library and they had a whole section 

                                                                                  Page 3



dedicated to the family. For me, I didn’t have the same experience. There is currently no industry in 

Plainfield, but I did talk with a member of the Plainfield Historical Society named Matthew Stowell 

who showed me a Packard family genealogy which the society had recently received. He was kind, 

friendly, and I’m glad I made contact with him in the process of writing this genealogy. The same was 

the case in Hingham. Although the archivist of the Hingham Historical Society, Michael Achille could 

not find anything on the Packards except something tangentially connected, it was also worth talking 

with him on the subject. Beyond that, I visited, with my family, graveyards in Bridgewater (First 

Cemetery), Cummington (Dawes Cemetery), and Plainfield (West Hill Cemetery), the latter two which 

were Packard with Packards. I also talked, via email and on Find A Grave with another Packard 

descendant, Richard Packard, who provided some helpful information. As many primary sources are 

cited as possible rather than family genealogies or even transcripts of vital records that have few 

sources at all.1 This history attempts to rectify the lack of primary sources in the past.

With new information available, new stories and perspectives can be discovered. Hence, more 

can be learned about our collective past. The first chapter illuminates uses the best sources available at 

this time to tell the story of the Packard family within England before some left for the “colonies.” The 

second chapter focuses on the journey of Samuel and Elizabeth Packard across the ocean to the “new 

world.” The other chapters further tell the story of the Packard family. Chapter three tells the story of 

the Packards in Bridgewater. The fourth chapter focuses specifically on Samuel Packard, while the next

chapter talks about his and Elizabeth’s children. The sixth chapter tells the story of Zaccheus and Sarah

Packard’s family, while the next follows the story of John and Lydia’s family. After that, chapters 

eight, nine, and ten follow the story of the three Barnabas Packards and their families. The following 

chapter, chapter 11, focuses on William and Rachel Packard’s family and the Civil War. Chapter 12 

focuses on Cyrus Packard and his family. Now let us continue this journey.

1 See, for example, pages 204 and 311 of the Vital Records of Weymouth, Massachusetts, to the year 1850, pages 237-250 
of Vital Records of Bridgewater, Massachusetts, to the year 1850 Vol. 1, and pages 273-286 of Vital Records of 
Bridgewater, Massachusetts, to the year 1850 Vol. 2.
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Family tree chart for reference 
(progenitors underlined)

Generation 1 (in England): Richard Packard and Katherine who reportedly had four children: Thomas, Jane, 
Margaret and John, all with the last name of Packard.

Generation 2 (in England): John who (as claimed by family lore) married Joan Bryde and had one son named 
Moses (with the last name of Packard).

Generation 3 (in England): Moses who married Joan and had 1 son, named George P. Packard. No other 
information is known.

Generation 4 (in England): George P. who married Mary Whither and had 7 children: Frances, John, George, 
Margaret, Samuel, Nathan, and Mary.

Generation 5 (started in England, came to English America in 1638): Samuel Packard (d. 1684) (also 
spelled Packer, Packerde, Packeard, and varied other spellings) married Elizabeth (died aft. 1702) and had 11 
children (with the last name of Packard): Mary (d. 1697) Samuel (d. 1697), Israel (d. 1699), Hannah (d. 1727), 
Deborah (d. 1725), Zaccheus (d. 1723), Deliverance (d. 1708), John (d. 1741), Nathaniel (d. 1726), and 
Elizabeth (d. 1729)

Generation 6 (in Bridgewater, MA, within English America): Zaccheus Packard (d. 1723) married Sarah 
Howard (d. 1703) and had 9 children (with the last name of Packard): Israel (d. 1725), Sarah (d. 1754), 
Jonathan (1684-1746), David (d. 1755), Solomon (d. 1782), James (d. 1765), Zaccheus II (d. 1775), John 
(1695-1738), and Abiel (1699-1774) 

Generation 7 (in Bridgewater, MA, within English America): John Packard (1695-1738) married Lydia 
Thompson (1703-1789) and had 6 children (all with the last name of Packard): Lydia (d. 1762), Abel (1729-
1804), Abigail (b. 1733), John (1725-1807), Barnabas I (1738-1824), and Abiah (birth and death dates not 
known). 

Generation 8 (in Bridgewater and Cummington, MA, within English America): Barnabas Packard I (1738-
1824) married Sarah Ford (1739-1813) and had 7 children (all with the last name of Packard): Barnabas II 
(1764-1847), Polly (1766-1846), Pollicarpus “Carpus” (1768-1836), Bartimeas (1769-1854), Cyrus (1771-
1825), John Ford (1776-1849), and Philander (1778-1861)

Generation 9 (in Bridgewater, Cummington, and Plainfield, MA, within English  America, then the US): 
Barnabas Packard II (1764-1847) married Mary Nash (1767-1837) and had 8 children (all with the last name of
Packard): Achsah (1790-1791), Sally (1792-1868), Barnabas III (1795-1871), Patty (d. 1797), Ruby (1799-
1871), Norton (1802-1898), Milton (1805-1875), and Roswell (b. 1808)

Generation 10 (in Cummington, Windsor, and Plainfield, MA): Barnabas Packard III (1795-1871) who 
married Ruth Snow (1799-1879) and 10 children (all with the last name of Packard): Polly Neth (1819-1868), 
Cynthia Cordelia (1820-1863), William Henry (1822-1896), Patty Martha (1824-1903), Irene (b. 1826), Mary 
Jane (b. 1828), Roswell Clifford (1831-1919), Ossmus (1834-1907), Charles Edwin (1838-1933), and Harrison 
Clark (1840-1899).

Generation 11 (in Plainfield, Windsor, and Cummington, MA): William Henry Packard (1822-1896) 
married Rachel Bartlett Tillson (1825-1881) and had 10 children (all with the last name of Packard): Alice 
Cornelia (b. 1850), Welcome Tillson (1850-1888), Cyrus Winfield (1852-1924), William Luther (1854-1941), 
Joseph A. (b. 1855), Benjamin Franklin “Frank” (b. 1858), Fred R. (1860-1884), Mary M. (1862-1887), 
Charles (1866-1924), and Henry Clark (1866-1924). William Henry later married a woman named Mary Ann 
Dyer in 1887, six years after Rachel’s death.

Generation 12 (in Plainfield, Windsor, and Cummington, MA): Cyrus Winfield Packard (1852-1924) who 
first married Nellie Mason (1861-1881) who died in childbirth, married Dorothy “Dora” Ann Mills (1849-
1895) and had 7 children (all with the last name of Packard): John Henry (1882-1950), Margaret Alice (1885-
1976), Joseph Winfield (1885-1910), Charles Edward (1887-1960), Marion Estelle (1889-1965), Robert 
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Barnabas (1891-1956), and Mabel Hattie (1892-1961). After her death, Cyrus would marry a third time to 
Clemenina Cheney (1874-1926) and would have 5 children (all with the last name of Packard): Olive Martha 
(1896-1969), Herbert Miles (1898-1966), Rachel May (1900-1933), Thomas “Tom” Theodore (1902-1974), 
and Harold Cyrus (1907-1975).

There are other generations beyond this, which are noted in specific chapters, but this is a good guide to the rest
of this book.2 Take note: the first three generations listed are based on family lore and sketchy records. Their

conclusions could be incorrect. As one Packard descendant, Richard Packard, told me on Find A Grave,
“anything beyond George is pure speculation as many have searched and found no original proof records.” He

also sent me a narrative involving Samuel Packard and other Packards.

Chapter I: The Packards in good ‘ole England

The “Coleman House” or “Red House” in England that the Packards reportedly lived in and that Samuel was born in.

As some have said in the past, the “family name Packer may have been Piccard in French and 

the family may have been part of the Norman invasion of England.” While the idea that the Packards 

2 The Packard family file at the Cummington Historical Museum notes the following: Cummington sent 11 to fight in 
revolutionary war; they had an original land deed involving John Packard; lands were bought and sold in Cummington by 
Abel Packard (1772, 1773); Adam Packard (1795, 1811); the Adam Packard tavern reportedly started in 1803 reportedly, 
became legislative rep. on state level; people wrote about Packard family lineage in letters to the Cummington Historical 
Society in 1982, 1983, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2004, and 2005; Hope Packard was part of Ashfield Historical Society in 1974; 
the Old Bridgewater Historical Society has Packard family index which was compiled by Alan D. Packard in Kansas (Sep. 
1982); Barnabas Packard ‘s house was still standing in 1987; Abel Packard wills and land records within file; R.R. Packard 
had relationship with Bisbee family; and probate of Abel Packard within the file.
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were part of the Norman invasion is just supposition, there is proof that the Packard (called Packer 

often in numerous documents) family lived in England.

For many years, the Packard family lived in England’s Norfolk and Suffolk Counties.3 While 

the records are spotty,. The first we are aware of is Richard Packard, who died, as family lore says, in 

October 1473, who married a woman named Katherine, living in Earl, a town in Suffolk County.4 

Family stories further highlight a man named Richard Packard, born in 1468 and dying in May 1531. 

He was, as this story goes, married and reportedly had four children who were named: Thomas(1494-

1495), Jane (1496-1497), Margaret (1498-1499), and John (?-1553). Of these children, only one was 

married and had children of their own: John. Family lore says he was born in 1492, but the British 

National Archives has one record showing that a man named “Richard Armeiard of Otley” gave land to

a number of individuals including “his son, John Packard of Woodbridge [Suffolk]” in May 1581.5 It 

seems this Packard, was the same as John, who was mentioned earlier, but it is not sure why his 

father’s name was “Richard Armeiard” as this could imply he was adopted or that his father had taken 

on another name. Family lore also states that this John fellow married a woman named Joan Byrde 

(1509?-May 10, 1550), with one son: Moses Packard.6 Reportedly, they had eight children and lived in 

the house shown on the previous page, which stands somewhere in Suffolk, England.

After Moses reportedly died in 1606, his 26-year-old son, George P., took of his estate. He 

married Mary Whither (1574-1672), and had seven children: Frances (b. 1601), John (1603-1559), 

George (1605-1605), Margaret (b. 1610), Samuel (?-1684), Nathan (1614-1614), and Mary (b. 1618). 

15 years after his death, in 1623, one of these children, Samuel, would go to the “New World.”7 Before 

3 Also spelled Picard, Packer or Parker in some records, but Packard is used here to keep consistency with the other parts of
the story. Some, such as Harry Ronald Cecora in September 2007 (“The Packard Family Line: Five Hundred Forty Seven 
Years 1410 to 1957”) even track it far back as 1410. The veracity of their claims cannot be independently verified.
4 See Burke’s Family Records (Indexed) and Ancestry family trees. More sources are being determined for this family 
lineage. Records are relatively sketchy.
5 See page p. 578 of A dictionary of English and Welsh surnames by Ch. W. E. Bardsley; Ancestry family trees; “Grant by 
Richard Armeiard of Otley [Suffolk], to John Armeiard of Otley his son, John,” May 26, 1481, UK National Archives.
6 England, Essex Parish Records, 1538-1900. Salt Lake City, Utah. FamilySearch, 2013; Lists of Early Chancery 
Proceedings, Vol. 6, p. 8, Bundle 604, Public Record Office, Lists and Volumes.
7 Richard G. Packard, “Samuel Packard 1612-1684,” April 13, 2008, accessed August 17, 2017. Sent by Richard to me; 
Allen, Marion E., ed.. Wills of the Archdeaconry of Suffolk, 1620-1624. Suffolk, England: Boydell, 1989. This source says 
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that would happen, Samuel would move to a new town. He probably wanted to avoid, if Richard 

Packard, is right, being “landless” and later to take “drastic measures”: to come to a “New World” with

his wife, Elizabeth, whom he may have married in 1635, and child, Mary, born in 1637 or 1638.

While the Packards had often lived in Suffolk County, Samuel moved to Norfolk County, which

was north of Suffolk, at a date not yet known. While there he met his wife Elizabeth. According to John

Speed’s maps of Tudor England, Hingham, where he lived much of his life, was near Wymondham 

(also called Wimundham or Windham), which would account for the confusion by some genealogists 

who have written about the Packard family.8 With winds moving across the countryside with diverse 

terrain, profuse windmills, and well-watered soil, the area the Packards lived in was very agricultural, 

with much inland water traffic, few urban centers apart from Norwich, where there was a thriving cloth

and other industries. With the delineation of a castle at the location of Hingham, this indicates that a 

town of some stature was there at the time. The ship that the Packards took to the Americas, the HMS 

Diligent, left from Suffolk County. Specifically, it left from Ipswitch, described as a place that was 

“blessed with commerce and buildings, she worthily have borne the title of a city.” 

These aspects undoubtedly add to the Packard family history, although more information is 

needed.9 This could prove where Samuel was really born. The same goes for the maiden name of 

Samuel’s wife, Elizabeth. We know that Elizabeth and Samuel, likely married in 1637 or 1638, had one

child in England, who was presumably Mary. They brought her on their voyage across the Atlantic.10 

“to his wife Mary, all moveables whatever, she paying debts & bringing up children; she be entrix.” The Probate records, 
1526-1856 of England which would “prove” possible parents of Samuel, which could be George Packard (Packerde) and 
Mary Wither as one transcription alludes. They same could be said by these wills. Most often cited is film 991989 or 
“Parish register transcripts, 1541-1837” of Stoneham Aspel (Aspal) or Stonham Aspall, which can be accessed when going 
to a family history center, just as film 991990 relates to the same or similar records. As I remember reading on one site, this 
does not prove that Samuel is the son of George and Mary. They could have been another Packard. Karle S. Packard, in her 
1991 article says, “we can now be reasonably sure that our Samuel Packard was the third son of George and Mary (Wyther) 
Packard, baptized 17 September 1612 in Stonham Aspal, Suffolk, England.” But that is still dealing in assumptions.
8 John Speed, Britain’s Tudor Maps: County by County (London: British Library, reprint, 2016, originally published in 
1988), p. 17, 70-71, 88-89. Hence, he moved from “Old Hingham” to “New Hingham” as noted in the next chapter.
9 Information could be gathered from the Suffolk Archives, Suffolk Preservation Society, and other sources. Indications 
now seem to say that Samuel was born in Stonham Aspal, Suffolk, England on Sep. 17 1612.
10 Some say her name is Elizabeth, but Samuel and Elizabeth did not have a child of that name until 1664, with that date in 
question. The only person with a date before their arrival was Mary. There is a delayed baptismal certificate noted in one 
issue of Packard's Progress which shows a “Samuel Packard” born in a Hingham church. However, this is indirect evidence
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Chapter II: Escaping the throes of persecution 

What Bears Cove would have looked like to English Puritans who settled in Hingham. This is a retouched photograph 
(taken in early August 2017), to remove any aspects of modern life, of World's End.

It was June 1638.11 Newlyweds Samuel Packard, possibly 25 years old, and his wife Elizabeth, 

possibly 23 years old, brought their young daughter, Mary, on a ship to a new land. They were among 

133 passengers, on the 350-ton ship, the HMS Diligent, mainly from Suffolk County’s Hingham, 

England (“Old Hingham”), destined for Hingham, Massachusetts (“New Hingham”), with John Martin 

as it was created many years after the event occurred. In another issue of Packard’s Progress, Karle Packard admits that 
saying that Samuel was born in Stonham Aspal, Suffolk, England is “presumptive” and is only a “probable” conclusion. 
11 Some sources claim that the sailing started from Gravesend on April 28, 1638 (ex: “Genealogical Guide to the Early 
Soldiers of America,” The Spirit of ’76, Vol. 6, no. 3, Nov. 1899, p. 86, another genealogical book edited by William 
Richard Cutter, a book by Samuel Deane and a book by the Colonial Dames of America and the “Gilman Family History”) 
but these specific sources have not been examined independently at the current time. Sometimes their last name is spelled 
Packer or Parker, among many other spellings.
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as the Master and Captain of the ship.12 These passengers comprised nineteen families, twelve of whom

were from Old Hingham. Reportedly, there were about twenty servants in total, who served a number 

of the families, including ancestors of Abraham Lincoln, but not the Packards.13 On August 10, after 

making a perilous journey from which a few passengers died and stops in the Carney Islands and 

Caribbean, before heading north, the Diligent arrived in the eight-year-old city of Boston.14 Early 

American historian Alan Taylor, who notes that about 14,000 Puritans participated in the “Great 

Migration” from England to New England from approximately 1630 to 1630, describes that the journey

across the Atlantic from England was extremely perilous for these new colonists to say the least:

Emigration across the Atlantic in a small and crowded wooden ship was...a daunting prospect. 

Battling the prevailing Atlantic winds and currents, the slow-moving vessels usually took eight 

to twelve weeks to cross. Few of the Puritans, who were mostly artisans and farmers [like the 

Packards], or their wives and children had to travel by ship. On board the standard vessel, 

12 James Savage, A Genealogical Dictionary of the First Settlers of New England Vol. I (Boston: Little Brown & 
Company, 1860), 489-490; “Genealogical Gleanings in England,” New England Genealogical Register, Vol. L (Bowie, 
MD: Heritage Books, 1998, reprint), p. 131; Henry F. Waters, Genealogical Gleanings in England Vol. II (Boston: New 
England Genealogical Society, 1901), 1122; Henry Whittemore, Genealogical Guide to the Early Settlers of America: With 
a Brief History of those of the First Generation (Baltimore: Clearfield Publishing, 1967), 284, 308, 374, 396, 426; James 
Savage, A Genealogical Dictionary of the First Settlers of New England Vol. IV (Boston: Little Brown & Company, 1862), 
202; Hingham, MA, History of the Town of Hingham, Massachusetts, Vol. III (Hingham, MA: University Press, 1893), 114;
Solomon Lincoln, History of the town of Hingham, Plymouth County, Massachusetts (Hingham, MA: Caleb Gill, Jr. and 
Farmer and Brown, 1827), 46-48; Ezra S. Stearns, History of Ashburnham, Massachusetts, from the Grant of Dorchester 
Canada to Present Time (Ashburnham, MA, 1887), 841; Meredith Bright Colket and Keith M. Sheldon, Founders of Early 
American Families: Immigrants from Europe 1607-1657 (Cleveland, OH: General Court of Order of Founders and Patriots 
of America, ca. 1985), 235; William Richard Cutter, New England Families Genealogical and Memorial (New York: Lewis
Historical Publishing Company, 1913), 119, 122; Ted Clarke, Hingham: Four Centuries of History (London: The History 
Press, 2015), 9-10; Nahum Mitchell, History of the Early Settlement of Bridgewater, in Plymouth County, Massachusetts 
(Boston: Kidder & Wright, 1840), 253, 366, 329; Samuel G. Drake, Result of Researches Among the British Archives 
(Boston: New England Historical and Genealogical Register, 1860), 78-81; Roger Thompson, Mobility and Migration: East
Anglican Founders of New England, 1639-1640 (Boston: University of Massachusetts Press, 1994), xi; Charles B. Packard, 
The Crepe Myrtle (Bloomington, IN: AuthorHouse, 2009), 12; Lee A. Whitters, “A Diligent Effort,” Dartmouth Medicine, 
Winter 2007; “Historical Timeline,” accessed Aug. 1, 2017.
13 Savage, A Genealogical Dictionary Vol. I, 29, 142, 145; Whittemore, 284; Savage, A Genealogical Dictionary Vol. IV, 
116, 133, 230, 233, 341; John J. Waters Jr., The Otis Family in Provincial and Revolutionary Massachusetts (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 1968), 13; “Genealogical Guide to the Early Soldiers of America,” The Spirit of ’76, 
Vol. 6, no. 3, Nov. 1899, p. 50; James Elton Bell and Frances Jean Bell, Sir Robert Bell and His Early Virginia Colony 
Descendants (Tuscon, AZ: Wheatmark, 2008), 44; Mitchell, 115; Drake, 79-81; Nathaniel Bradstreet Shurtleff, John Beal 
of Hingham, and one line of his descendants (Boston: 1865), 1; “Folsom History,” accessed August 1, 2017.
14 Carolyn St. John Elliott Battles and James Bruce Battles, A Puritan Family’s Journey: From Hingham to Hingham and 
onto Sanbornton, New Hampshire: The Ancestors of Marion Gilmon Elliott (Carolyn St. John Elliott Battles, 2013), 30; 
Packard, 12; “Daniel Cushing’s Record of Early Settlers,” accessed August 1, 2017.
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about one hundred passengers [in this case 133] shared the cold, damp, and cramped hold with

their property...The emigrants consumed barreled water, salt meat, and hard bread, a fare that 

worsened as the voyage proceeded...Only in relatively calm weather...could the passengers 

partake of the fresh air and distant views from the deck....Close quarters and proximity to death

gave a new intensity to the daily prayers...of the passengers”15

When they arrived in the city of Boston, recently established as part of the Massachusetts Bay 

Colony, an English colony answerable to the British Crown with John Winthrop as the governor. The 

city had major fishing and whaling industries, gaining great wealth and power in the region. Samuel 

and Elizabeth were unlike other emigrants from England: they were “skilled and prosperous people” 

who usually stayed at home rather than going across the Atlantic, which would assist them in the 

northern hilly land with dense forests, “sharp slopes, stony soils, and a short growing season,” 

reinforced by their Puritan faith.16 This faith, while it didn’t help them become rich like those who 

emigrated to the Chesapeake Bay region, was the well from which “increasing commercialism of New 

England” sprung since land was cheap and plentiful but little labor was available, so many farmers had 

to “rely on their own families or the labor” needed to maintain their “especially demanding farms.”

The Packards, among the hundreds on the ship were not coming to Massachusetts for new 

opportunities. The passengers, comprised of working-class folks like shoemakers and millers, a number

of ministers, and gentry, were mostly Puritans, or more specifically, East Anglians.17 Historical context 

helps gain a better perspective of who these colonists were and why they had traveled the seas. In early 

modern England, church and state were united, with the law demanding that all support the Church of 

England, also called the Anglican Church, which was headed by the English monarch since its creation 

in the 1530s. The monarchy used the church to promote religious and political conformity, creating a 

15 Alan Taylor, American Colonies: The Settling of North America (New York: Penguin Books, 2001), 168-169.
16 Ibid, 159-160, 168-169.
17 Savage, 145, 353; Whittemore, 398; Stearns, 606, 661; Battles and Battles, 29; Waters Jr., 15; Mary Gant Bell, Dixon 
Family History (Mary Gant Bell, 2007), 309; Ira G. Peck, A Genealogical History of the Descendants of Joseph Peck 
(Boston: Alfred Mudge & Son, 1868), 14; “Passenger List of the Diligent 1638,” accessed August 1, 2007; Battles and 
Battles, 29; Clarke, 11-16, to give a few sources.
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hierarchical social order, but there were certain “devout reformers” called Puritans (originally as an 

epithet) which wanted to change the Anglican Church and larger society, feeling that the Protestant 

Reformation was incomplete within England.18 Even with this goal, they were divided on the details, 

with some, called “Separatists” who wanted to withdraw and form their own independent 

congregations. They did agree on the disdain of medieval Catholicism, seeking to recover the “original,

pure, and simple church of Jesus Christ and his apostles,” stripping away church ceremony and 

formulaic prayers, engaging in moral living, reading the bible, and “devout prayer.” Satirized by Ben 

Jonson as “Zeal-of-the Land Busy” character, their beliefs appealed to residents in England’s most 

“commercialized area,” specifically in East Anglia, Sussex, and London, with most belonging to the 

“middling sort,” those who were small propertyholders such as skilled artisans, shopkeepers, and 

farmers. The Packards, who were among this mix of people, felt their salvation by working hard in 

their occupation was proved by God, including “a strict code of personal discipline and morality,” with 

their rhetoric depicting England as a place which was “awash of thieves, drunks, idlers, prostitutes, and 

blasphemers.” While this zeal made them unpopular, as most English people “preferred Anglicanism,” 

it also alarmed English kings who wanted “unquestioning loyalty.” As the latter recognized the 

“subversive potential” of the insistence of Puritanism on “spiritual equality to all ungodly men,” they 

tried to accommodate the Puritans until King Charles I who hoped to “reconcile English Catholics” 

while bishops favoring the British crown dismissed Puritan preachers who “balked at conducting high 

church liturgy” and prosecuted numerous “Puritan laypeople.”19 Any attempt for redress was eliminated

when Charles I dissolved Parliament in 1629, ruling arbitrarily for next 11 years.

Since many Puritans refused to conform to the wishes of the King, his loyal Archbishop, and 

other authorities of the Anglican church, they began to think of journeying across the Atlantic to a new 

land. While past colonies in the region, specifically one in Maine from 1607-1608, had been a failure, 

18 Alan Taylor, American Colonies, 160.
19 Ibid, 161-162, 164.
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promotional literature by Captain John Smith, of “Jamestown fame” appealed to those Puritans angry 

with their “Anglican rulers,” especially those who were Separatists.20 As the years went by, new 

colonies expanded from coastal areas into the interior since they could not resist the allure of gaining 

“larger tracts of land for farming,” with 20,000 inhabitants by 1660. The Puritans believed that 

“religion and profit jump together,” meaning that they felt, as mainly small property holders, that they 

would feel the next economic pinch, also burdened by new taxes and increasing crime. As they had to 

“divest themselves of much of the property they had so painstakingly accumulated” to emigrate, which 

was painful for them since they “cherished property as their security,” they sought a new land which 

had no “profitable plantation crop,” and attained a longer-lived, healthier, and more sex-balanced 

population than other areas. With land grants within towns were granted to those men who banded 

together, colonists cut clearings in forests, chopped firewood, built barns and houses, constructed mills,

and much more by “hand labor” which was demanding. With the raising a “medley of small crops” like

beans, potatoes, maize, rye, wheat, and garden plants, the tending of farms was much work, leading to a

population of short-lived indentured servants in an economy which had few, if any enslaved laborers, 

and family units where couples came together after the marriage was approved by the Puritan parents 

of the spouse and groom.21 To finish up this summary of the history, the Puritans unlike their 

counterparts back in England and in the rest of the English-speaking colonies had more access to 

preaching, while they also rejected any form of religious liberty.

The Packard family story ties into this history. In 1633, migration from Hingham, England to 

the future site of “New Hingham” had begun with a group aboard the Elizabeth Bonaventure. Robert 

Peck, reverend of St. Andrew’s Parish Church, fled with half of his congregation, likely all of the 133 

people on the Diligent, embarking from Ipswitch, England.22 Most of the passengers, including Samuel 

20 Ibid, 165
21 Ibid, 166-167, 169-170, 170-174, 179, 181, 185-186. During this process, two sets of parents “negotiated a property 
settlement to provide the new couple with the land, tools, and livestock to commence a farm or trade.” The region, as Taylor
notes in page 176, depended on a “trading system that serviced the wealthier slave-based economy of the West Indies.”
22 Battles & Battles, 29-30; Bell & Bell, 6; History of the town of Hingham, Massachusetts, Vol. II, Part 2 (Hingham, MA, 
1893), p. 2-3, 36; Peck, 13; Brian E. Aiguier, “The History of the Hingham Police Department,” accessed Aug. 1, 2017.

                                                                                  Page 13

http://www.hpd.org/210/History


and Elizabeth, settled in “New Hingham,” a very wooded, fishery-based, agricultural town, by the 

water, similar to Plymouth, with the town’s population doubling after their arrival. The town, within  

the Plymouth Bay Colony, with 10-20 houses, some ships docked, and a few craftsmen as evidenced by

a representation by a local artist in a soon-to-be-opened museum at the Hingham Historical Society.

The Packards were not the first, but were part of a considerable wave of new settlers, living in 

crudely and quickly built houses. “New Hingham,” founded in 1635 by Peter Hobart and a “group of 

Puritans,” was the removal town of “Old Hingham” “physically, mentally, socially, and spiritually” to 

New England.23 With the town established, Hobart and Reverend Robert Peck became powerful 

individuals, a significant point since many families in “New Hingham” were part of their Church.24 

Samuel helped build, reportedly, numerous houses and lodgings across the colony as he fulfilled his 

vow with Elizabeth. They would grow up in a very traditional society with about 5.5% of the women 

remaining single throughout their lives, and an established division of tasks along gender lines.25  

By the 1640s, as one genealogist, Dale Cook, writes that Samuel and his family stayed in 

Hingham from 1638 to 1654.26 Others say that Samuel was a proprietor in Hingham (in 1638), that the 

family eventually moved to Weymouth where he was appointed a selectman, staying there from 1654 

to 1664, and eventually moved to Bridgewater. During this time period, of living in Hingham, eight 

children were reportedly born: Samuel (d. 1697), Israel (d. 1699), Hannah (d. 1727), Deborah (d. 

1725), Zaccheus (d. 1723), and Deliverance (d. 1708), while only two children would have been born 

23 Waters Jr., 11-14; Thompson, 23, 108, 141, 200, 206, 221, 261-262;  Richard Caldwell, A Tour of Hingham (East 
Weymouth, MA, 1974), 1, 33, 70, 78; Clarke, 16, 20-24. Those living in “old Hingham” told the British House of Commons
that “most of the able Inhabitants have forsaken their dwellings and have gone severall ways for their peace and quiett and 
the town is now left and like in the misery by reason of the meanness of the [remaining] Inhabitants.”
24 Ibid, 17-18; Peck, 25-26; Clarke, 28. The Diary of William Bentley Vol. III Jan. 1803-December 1810 (Salem, MA: The 
Essex Institute, 1911), 282; Thompson, 189; John Winthrop, Winthrop’s Journal: “History of New England” 1630-1649 (ed.
James Kendall Hosmer, New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1908), 229-232, 245, 289, 321, 330; Packard, 12-13. “Hobart’s
Diary” is within the Diary of William Bentley, found in 1807, when before it was a record that was within the Hobart 
family. There is also Hobart’s Journal, but this is a different record.
25 Carol F. Karlsen, The Devil in the Shape of a Woman: Witchcraft in Colonial New England (New York: W.W. Norton &
Company, 1998), 204-5, 339.
26 See “Samuel Packard Family,” Plymouth Colony Pages, Early Bridgewater Families, 2011. One Packard family member
once aid, “almost all of the Packards in America descend from Samuel & Elizabeth Packard who came to America in 1638.”
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in Weymouth: John (d. 1741) and Nathaniel (1655-1736).27 There were two other children: Thomas and

Joel (another name for Jaell) who married John Smith on November 15, 1672. These two individuals 

were clearly children of Samuel and Elizabeth.

The Packards were part of a society in Hingham but the growing colony in New England. Iron 

was imported into Hingham while “timber, planke, and mast” was exported into Boston for shipping 

and “cedar and pine board” was exported to other towns. By the 1640s, most of the “free colonists” in 

New England were “better fed, clothed, and housed” than their “common contemporaries” back in the 

“mother country” of England, with certain Puritans feeling that the settling of New England was a 

waste of time and resources, with effort better spent “at home.”28 Residents participated directly in 

“King Philip’s War” in 1676. The Packards did participate when they were living in Bridgewater, 20-

23 miles away. Samuel Packard Jr., Samuel’s son, was a sergeant and John Packard, also his son, was a

soldier. The claim that his son, Israel was killed in action is erroneous.29 Still, there was clear 

participation in King Phillip’s War. In one record transcription, it shows Israel Packard agreeing to 

serve “as a trooper” for the town of Bridgewater in May 1671.30 While Samuel’s appointment as a 

constable in 1664 and 1674, a licensed innkeeper in in 1671, and among “Bridgewater’s proprietors” in

1682 cannot be proven, it is clear that he owned the “Nipenicket” farm near Bridgewater.

27 Some cite different dates, saying that Zaccheus was born in 1643, John in 1655, and Deliverance in 1652. Looking 
through existing town records of Hingham shows no Packards born in the town. But other records could have been lost or 
damaged. In researching at the Hingham Historical Society in July 2017, no direct links to the Packards could be found, 
with only tangential links in Vol. II of The History of the Town of Hingham by George Lincoln (p. 195, 398) and a short 
mention in Vol. I on pages 104 to 105. Nothing else is known currently. See Find A Grave entry for Col. Thomas Packard, 
Sr.
28 James E. McWilliams, Building the Bay Colony: Local Economy and Culture in Early Massachusetts (Charlottesville: 
University of Virginia Press, 2007), 48, 67, 74; Taylor, American Colonies, x, 168.
29 William Hubbard, The History of the Indian Wars in New England (Danbury: Stiles Nichols, 1803), vii, 62-3, 67, 122, 
135; Pansy Modesitt Gleason, “Gilman Family History,” Indiana Magazine of History, 1941, Vol. 37, Issue 4, pp. 405-
407.Mitchell, 39-41 (from 1897 reprint). During this conflict, five houses in Hingham were apparently burned.Samuel and 
his sons were reportedly soldiers, part of a company led by Capt. Benjamin Church which captured 17 indigenous people 
and plundered along the way. On the town’s website, it says that in the town, founded in 1622 as Wessagusset, was boosted 
by the arrival of 100 settlers from Weymouth, England, in 1635. The town was later incorporated into the Massachusetts 
Bay colony and becoming a “fishing and agricultural community.” There is an extreme lack of records when it comes to 
Weymouth. Nothing is available from Family Search’s Family History Library, and records held by the town do not date 
back to the 17th century. Even the varied genealogy pages for the area, as shown here, here, and here, are lackluster.
30 Bridgewater, “Town Records 1656-1808 Vol. 1-4,” p. 60.. Also see here and here. The verification of these claims is 
hard because at the time no newspapers of Bridgewater were published or still survive.
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Chapter III: The Packards in Bridgewater

The story of the Packard family in Bridgewater, specifically that of Samuel, Elizabeth, and their

children, has many primary sources to support it.31 Only one of their children would have been, 

seemingly, born in Bridgewater: Elizabeth Packard (d. 1729). She reportedly married Thomas Place of 

Boston on November 14, 1665, a fact which cannot be confirmed within available online town records.

A major genealogical question is: why did the Packards move to Bridgewater? Assuming they 

lived in Weymouth, a stone’s throw away from Hingham, this would be a journey of about 17 to 20 

miles. By the 1660s, colonists purchased land from indigenous people and Bridgewater had been 

incorporated by the legislature of the Massachusetts Bay Colony with a town meeting in 1656.32 The 

town was “well watered by brooks and streams,” wooded, and agricultural like Hingham or Weymouth,

with few hills and plenty of fruit trees. It was the “first interior settlement” of the Massachusetts Bay 

Colony, making the Packards some of the first settlers in an area 20 miles south of Boston.33

31 These include the records of John Cary, Bridgewater town clerk. You can also request original records from the current 
town clerk, see the Packards in a cemetery within Bridgewater here and here. One source (page 10 of this PDF) even shows 
that on the “north side of the river” Samuel and Zaccheus Packard were living, another indication of their residence. For 
more information, see “Finding Primary Sources about Bridgewater” on Ancestry.com. He is even indexed within the town 
records as certain pages show.
32 “Bridgewater Timeline,” Old Bridgewater Historical Society, accessed August 1, 2017. A meeting house was built in 
1661, a grist mill established by Samuel Edson in 1662, and establishment of the town’s First Parish Church two years later.
33 Nahum Mitchell, History of Bridgewater, Massachusetts (Boston: Kidder & Wright, 1897), 9, 12-17, 21, 25, 27, 30, 32-
33; Bradford Kingman, Chapter I, History of North Bridgewater, 1866, accessed August 1, 2017.
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The Packards were buying and selling land, especially when it came to Samuel. On December 

4, 1662, he was noted as a purchaser of land and landowner in Bridgewater, the twelve-year-old 

township.34 A few years later, in 1665, “Samuell Packer” as he was called, he would acquire additional 

land. Along with John Hayward, Sr., and John Cary (then the town clerk), he would help layout ten 

“upland” acres in Bridgewater. In October 1666, he would again help lay out land. This land would sit 

on the Johns and Satuckett Rivers. He would receive money, like others helping lay out the 20 acre lot 

of land in that area.35 This role in land laying out land would lead to an evident position in the town’s 

governmental structure. In 1668, he would be part of a jury that would determine land distributions 

within the town of Bridgewater, which would affect his own personal self-interest, since he owned tens,

if not hundreds of acres in the town as discussed in the next chapter.36

In the 1670s, Samuel continued to expand his land holdings. In 1675, 69 acres would be laid out

for him, and he would agree to help survey a tract of land called “Common Meddow” in February of 

the same year.37 Later that year, Samuel’s son, Zaccheus, would be married to a woman named Sarah 

Howard, if unsubstantiated genealogical sources have any merit. Zaccheus was living in the town, as 

where two of Samuel’s sons: John and Nathaniel.38 Some records point to a “John Pickard” taking 

political action the same year by signing a petition to the Massachusetts General Court (the name for 

the legislature) seeking to appeal the decision of a court in Rowley, Massachusetts.39 

34 Town records 1656-1701 Vol. 1, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 17, image 12 of 92. Courtesy of
Family Search. Would likely be listed here; Town Records Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, , 
p. 17, 35, images 22 and 23 of 654; Town records vol 1-2, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 34-35, 
image 14 of 285. He was called “Samuel Packer” and “Samuel Peckar” in other records. Even with the different spellings 
this is undoubtedly the same person.
35 Town records vol 1-2, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 47, image 18 of 285; Town Records Vol. 
1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 48, image 25 of 654. Both are courtesy of Family Search.
36 Town Records Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 54, image 25 of 654; Town records vol 
1-2, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 54, image 21 of 285.
37 Plymouth, Bridgewater, Land Records, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, Town and Vital Records, Proprietors Records, p. 2, 
image 23 of 767. A “Georg Packard” is listed; Town Records Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk,
p. 158, image 69 of 654. To name a few sources.
38 Town Records 1656-1808 Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 21, image 23 of 654. 
39 Petition Submitted to the General Court, May 30, 1679, Series 2043, Massachusetts Archives, Archives Collection 1629-
1799, Vol. 10, p. 67; Records of the Governor and Company of the Massachusetts Bay in New England, Vol. V 1674-1686 
(ed. Nicholas B. Shurtluff, Boston: William White, 1854), 233. His name is spelled “John Pickard.” He would have also 
been part of a petition in 1681 and may be the same as the man mentioned here, here, and here. Since Rowley is 56-59 miles
from Bridgewater, it is unlikely this is the same person as John Packard .

                                                                                  Page 17

https://archive.org/stream/recordsofgoverno05mass#page/408/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/recordsofgoverno05mass#page/350/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/recordsofgoverno05mass#page/498/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/recordsofgoverno05mass#page/336/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/recordsofgoverno05mass#page/232/mode/2up
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/ArchivesSearch/RevolutionaryDetail.aspx?VolNbr=010&Page=067
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L97M-59XY-R?i=22&wc=Q4DQ-BZ3%3A353350201%2C35350160+1%2C353502301&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L97M-59FW-Z?i=68&wc=Q4DQ-BZ3%3A353350201%2C35350160+1%2C353502301&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G97M-Y9FW-C?i=22&wc=Q4D7-K68%3A353350201%2C353501601%2C1005965001&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-8979-H94B?i=20&wc=Q4DH-16Y%3A353350201%2C353501601%2C353505601&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G97M-59FW-F?i=24&wc=Q4DQ-BZ3%3A353350201%2C35350160%201%2C353502301&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G97M-59FW-F?i=24&wc=Q4DQ-BZ3%3A353350201%2C35350160%201%2C353502301&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-8979-H9CN?i=17&wc=Q4DH-16Y%3A353350201%2C353501601%2C353505601&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-8979-H9CG?i=13&wc=Q4DH-16Y%3A353350201%2C353501601%2C353505601&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L97M-59XY-R?i=22&wc=Q4DQ-BZ3%3A353350201%2C35350160+1%2C353502301&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-897M-59NM-M?i=21&wc=Q4DQ-BZ3%3A353350201%2C35350160+1%2C353502301&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G979-HBD?i=15&wc=Q4DC-3Y9%3A353350201%2C353501601%2C353504901&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G979-HTR?i=11&wc=Q4DC-3Y9%3A353350201%2C353501601%2C353504901&cc=2061550


In the years before Samuel’s death in 1684, he continued to acquire land as his children went 

their separate ways. In May 1681, Samuel and his son of the same name were listed as those who 

purchased land in the town of Bridgewater.40 The following year, Nathaniel, one of Samuel’s sons, 

would marry a woman named Lydia Smith, if existing genealogical records are right. Nathaniel and 

Lydia would have two children before each of them died in the 18th century: Zachariah (1697-1771) 

and Mary (1695-1770).41 Mary would marry into the Leonard family. Nothing else is known about her. 

As for Zachariah, he would marry a woman named Abigail Davenport, and have four children: Elijah 

(b. 1725), Nathan (1733-1798) who was a captain in the Revolutionary War, Abigail and Nathaniel (d. 

1721).42 When Zachariah died in 1771, he would have a will and inventory that were in keeping with 

the agricultural lifestyle of many of the Packards. Within his will, he would give his sons Nathan and 

Nathaniel a “servant” named Peter, his daughter Abigail a “servant boy” named America, and said that 

a “servant maid” named Ann would be given to his wife Abigail, only set free after her death.43 The 

reality of this will seems evident: he is a Christian with “sound and deposing mind” who divides his 

"quick stock" between his wife and two sons which are above mentioned, along with giving his son 

Nathaniel his “Smith's shop” with related tools, cider mill, and his gun, and his wife Abigail his 

personal estate after debt with funeral charges and legacies subtracted. In his inventory, he is listed as 

owning 214 pounds, 17 shillings, 2 pence of property, which includes a bed & furniture, roundtable, a 

wooden box, six chairs, warming pan, 3 wash tubs, 12 tinning sheets, old casks, a cheese press, 13 

40 Town Records Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 131, image 54 of 654. 
41 Find A Grave records indicate that Lydia died in 1720 and that Nathaniel died in 1736. Also see the entries for Mary and 
Zachariah, the latter of which has a photo of a gravestone which has been added to the entry. 
42 See the Find A Grave entries for Abigail Davenport, and Nathan Packard. Nathan would marry to a woman named Lydia
Jackson in 1758 and have at least two children named Abigail Packard (1763-1828) and Elijah Packard (1766-1832).
43 Will of Zachariah Packard, Apr. 17, 1771, Probate Records 1771-1778 vol. 21-23, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, 
Probate Records, 1663-1967, p. 200-201, image 130 of 627. Courtesy of Family Search. This means she did not die in 1758 
as her Find A Grave entry, cited in the previous footnote, asserts. He gives his grandchildren, the children of his son Elijah, 
named Abigail, Benjamin, Elijah, and Mary four shillings a piece. John Washburn, Josiah Edson, Jr., and William Hooper 
are witnesses. They note in a letter in Nov. 1772 that Nathaniel is executor of the estate, with further accounts. His estate is 
not settled until June 6, 1774 as noted by other documents.
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barrels and two hogshead.44 He also owns an iron kettle, skillet, eight swine (pigs), nine sheep, three 

cows, tobacco, Indian corn, a gun, cart rope, old scythes, side saddle, and hand saw. This seems to be 

“normal” by the standards of the Packard family until you get to the last three items:

Transcription of above: “The service of the Negro woman Ann during her ? of life. Peter Negro Boy Slave. America Negro 
Boy Slave.” Ann was to be set free after the death of Zachariah's wife, Abigail, but the others did not have the same fate.

Hence, he is clearly a slaveowner which was not explicitly stated in his will, except for calling 

the enslaved people listed above “servants” who are “worth” to him (as “quick stock”) a total of 69 

pounds, 4 shillings, 9 pence. Using this measurement, it means that these people constitute almost 33% 

or one-third of his total property! Through his distribution of enslaved people to his sons Nathan and 

Nathaniel, daughter Abigail, and wife of the same name, it makes all of these individuals slaveowners 

as well. No other enslaved people are believed to be owned by other members of the Packard family 

noted in this book. It is worth discussing this issue at length since stands against the religious 

convictions which brought over the Packards to New England in the first place.45 

In 1700, the first enslaved peoples had been brought into Massachusetts, with some Puritans 

likely finding slavery of Black Africans repugnant, which may have included Samuel Packard and his 

children, with bond slavery, captivity, and other forms of bondage outlawed in 1641.46 While these 

types of servitude were prohibited, Massachusetts White settlers were involved in “kidnapping, 

transporting and selling of black Africans.” This was especially the case among merchants in New 

England, with the region being the most active slave-trading area in the colonies by the 1700s. In some 

44  Inventory of Zachariah Packard, Dec. 17, 1772, Probate Records 1771-1778 vol. 21-23, Massachusetts, Plymouth 
County, Probate Records, 1663-1967, p. 621-622, image 298 of 627. Courtesy of Family Search.
45 Since this was in 1771, Edward Baptist’s tome, The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and the Making of American 
Capitalism is not useful since his book begins analysis in 1783. 
46 A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr., In the Matter of Color: Race & The American Legal Process: the Colonial Period (New 
York: Oxford University Press, 1980), 61-62.
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cases, enslavement was even a punishment for a crime, and indigenous people were enslaved as well, 

with “racial and culture prejudices” never explicitly cited although it evidently the reason. Saying this, 

it hard to determine why slavery of enslaved Blacks developed in New England at all since there were 

less than thousand enslaved peoples in 1700, with no staple crop, no necessity for a “large labor force,”

and indentured servants sufficed better for many farmers. Still, New England White colonists preferred 

enslaved peoples to White indentured servants, such as the brother-in-law of Governor Winthrop. Some

enslaved Blacks were in perpetual slavery, with the status transmitted to their children. By the 1770s, 

there was a movement for abolition in the Massachusetts Bay Colony. The British government stood 

behind slaveowners, like Zachariah Packard, refusing to engage in any measures that would impede the

slave trade, while courts slowly moved toward granting freedom to enslaved laborers. By 1783, there 

was a court case involving a Black man named Quock Walker, in which it was asserted that slavery in 

Massachusetts had been abolished in 1781. Even after this case, slavery continued in the state, but it 

was clear that the state would “no longer protect the legality of slavery.”47

To sum up this information, with Zachariah as a slaveowner, he was part of a well-off White 

minority that owned human beings in Massachusetts. In order to continue the story of the Packards, it is

worth going back to 1683. This year, Samuel Packard Sr. owned land in varied parts of the town, like 

his son Nathaniel.48 Later that year, Samuel would make an agreement with Goodman Washburn, 

helping divide up and survey a 50 acre lot that laid on a meadow. This shows his social standing. 

47 Ibid, 62-72, 82-88, 91-95, 98-99. These are the pages cited in this paragraph.
48 Plymouth, Bridgewater, Land Records, 1672-1834, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, Town records 1656-1701 Vol. 1, p. 82, 
83, images 46, 47 of 92. Courtesy of Family Search; Town Records 1656-1808 Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 81, 83, image 28, 30 of 654. Related to page 82, the next page; There is also a man named 
Goodman Peckerd/Pecker mentioned again and again (see here, here, here, here, here, here, here, and here) whose relation 
to the Packard family is not known. Also see Plymouth, Bridgewater, Land Records, MA, Town Clerk, Town & Vital 
Records, Proprietors Records, p. 254, image 147 of 767. 
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Chapter IV: Samuel, the Bridgewater yeoman

The last page of Samuel Packard Sr.’s will, in October 1684, with his signature.

In 1913, within the Mayflower Descendant, George Ernest Bowman highlighted deeds by 

Samuel’s wife, Elizabeth, and abstracted Samuel’s will with all of its specifics.49 Even with this, none 

of those who have reprinted the last will and testament of Samuel, including the varied genealogists 

who have written about the Packard family in the past, have actually analyzed this document. Using the

citations provided by some genealogists, I was able to locate the original last will and testament of 

Samuel Packard, which consists of three pages, two of consist of his will, and the last page outlining 

his inventory which is very hard to decipher. One can learn genealogical information about the Packard

family from these three pages, confirming the long-held determinations by researchers of the Packard 

family. While no birth dates or ages are listed in the document, it tells who Samuel Packard was as a 

man in Bridgewater (where his ancestors would still be living in 1848), within England’s Plymouth 

Colony, which would later become Massachusetts, and his family. 

49 For years, the Packard family has been writing about an immigrant ancestor, Samuel Packard, who came over on the 
Diligent in June 1638. Article after article has appeared online, and almost all of the records are secondary. Such individuals
have little to show for themselves in terms of hard, primary sources. Others are either impossible to access without ordering,
are inaccessible fully online without a subscription to certain magazines (“Hobart’s Journal”) or sourced incorrectly to 
records (Plymouth County Records: Wills) which have been digitized and are online. Hence, the current basis for Samuel 
Packard’s life, as manifested in this Find A Grave entry (for example) is shaky at best. This does not take away from the 
work done by Mr. Cook and by Karle S. Packard, who died two years ago, among others who wrote for the short-lived 
Packard’s Progress publication from 1987 to 1998, both of whom used certain primary sources. A lack of primary sources, 
rather relying with citations of transcriptions, abstracts, and other derivative documents, or those documents which are not 
in the original form they were created, creates a number of problems. Secondary sources can help tell a story, but too much 
reliance on them could open a person’s story to possible distortions and inaccuracies. 
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By 1684, Samuel Packard, called “Samuell Packer” in his last will and testament, had been 

living in Bridgewater, Massachusetts, for 22 years, if the town clerk, John Cary, is right. Other 

genealogists claim that he lived in Hingham and Weymouth before arriving in Bridgewater, as noted in 

previous chapters. He had reportedly been a Constable, Surveyor of Highways, and Collector of 

Minister's Rates over the years. Within his will, he was described as a “yeoman.”50 This term has many 

meanings. Webster’s New World College Dictionary defines it as person in a social class below the 

gentry, who owns and cultivates a “relatively small tract of land.” While some of those in this class, 

possibly including Samuel, wanted to become part of the gentry since they considered themselves in a 

sort of “middle class” position, in reality they were diametrically opposed (in terms of class position) to

the gentry of early New England and in other parts of British America.51 Hence, Samuel was like many 

other settlers who were yeomen (or claimed to be) who came with their wives and children to New 

England to start a “new life” free from the pressures they had faced in “old” England.

Before moving onto the genealogical information delineated in his will, specifics of his life can 

be determined just by looking at his inventory.52 Currently one tortured transcription of his inventory, 

by Brian Lightfoot, is available online. Using this in conjunction with analysis of the original record, 

one can visualize his life. On November 11, Samuel’s inventory was proven in a local court in 

Plymouth.53 This consisted of his personal property, not his real (or immovable) property as manifested 

50 Last Will and Testament of Samuell Packer, Oct. 29, 1684, Plymouth Colony Records, Wills Vol. 3, Part 2, Plymouth 
Registry of Deeds, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Records, Plymouth, p. 96, image 585 of 616. A surveyor 
helped lay out roads in the town. A constable acted as a sheriff, executing warrants.
51 Diane E. Davis, Discipline and Development: Middle Classes and Prosperity in East Asia and Latin America (New 
York: Cambridge University Press, 2004), 21, 254, 270; Allan Kulikoff, The Agrarian Origins of American Capitalism 
(London: University Press of Virginia, 1996, second printing), 1, 34-39, 47, 66; Martha L. Finch, Dissenting Bodies: 
Corporealities in Early New England (New York: Columbia University Press, 2010), 65, 87, 97, 208; James L. Huston, The
British Gentry, the Southern Planter, and the Northern Family Farmer: Agriculture and Sectional Antagonism in North 
America (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2015), 1, 4-5, 12-14, 30, 34-35, 45, 78, 255, 273, 284. Some 
chronicling the Packard genealogy cite an article titled "Samuel Packard and the English Origins of the Packard Family" by 
Karle S. Packard. However, no article of that name exists within the scanned issues by Packard's Progress by Mr. Cook.
52 Inventory of the estate of Samuell Packer of Bridgewater, November 7, 1684, Plymouth Colony Records, Wills Vol. 3, 
Part 2, Plymouth Registry of Deeds, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Records, Plymouth, p. 99, image 587 of 616.
Inventories are helpful in telling about people’s lives.
53 Abstracts of his will, which come from George Ernest Bowman’s 1913 article, seem to indicate that it is strange that the 
lands he owned are not included in his inventory. This analysis ignores the fact that inventories refer to personal property 
not to real property manifested in land holdings, generally, with land owned is noted in the will, but not in the inventory. 
This requires two conversations of money from 1684 to 1970 and again from 1970 to 1971 since the British monetary 
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in his land holdings, of 133 pounds, 6 shillings, and 6 pence. This would be worth £19,210.00 or about 

$31,300 in US dollars in the present-day.

Samuel’s personal property tells about his agricultural lifestyle. His most highly valued, 

monetarily, possessions are his four cows, three steers, three young cattle, one horse (with harness and 

rope for a cart), and “Indian corne” a type of maize which is more freeze-resistant than other planted 

vegetables. It is also called flint corn or calico corn, with its original name coming from the fact that 

indigenous people began planting it in New England and elsewhere going back to as far as 1000 

B.C.E., especially among those in the Mississippi river region. These possessions consisted almost 1/5 

of his personal property value!54 Additionally, Samuel held, on hand, apart from his one pound of debt, 

58 pounds, 15 shillings, in bills and other money, about 44.4 percent of his personal property value.55 

While his farm animals, crops, and money on hand constituted more than 63% of his property’s 

value, looking at these values alone does not completely tell about his life. Clearly, these and other 

possessions show he was a small-scale farmer, selling yarn and sheep’s wool. He also tilled the land, 

likely with help of his immediate (and extended) family, planting corn, rye, and barley (some of which 

was “malted”), using his two “plow shares” and old “plow shares” sending it to market in the cart(s) 

described in numerous places within the inventory. He also had, within his possession, cedar logs, 

cedar “clabords” (possibly referring to cedar clapboard siding), and a tinning and dripping pan and 

tunnel. This could possibly imply that Samuel (and anyone who worked on the farm) used the wood to 

either improve the “dwelling house” and the tinning materials to store food if “tinning” is used in the 

inventory to mean the preserving foodstuffs in tins or canning. Additionally, leather, from the cows he 

owned, ground corn (or other grains) using the grindstone/millstone and crank, honey from the bee 

hive, and cider in a barrel (likely for drinking since water was not purified at the time) was also sold to 

system changed. Another conversion was needed to turn the money from its 1970 form into 2014 relative values, and then 
converting it ($30,826.95 in 2014) to 2016 relative values in US dollars. Both of these figures use 2016 relative values, 
referring to the relative value or historic standard of living as noted by Measuring Worth.
54 These possessions specifically were a total of 25 pounds and 4 shillings or £3,662.00 in present-day relative values.
55 Using the conversations put forward in note 40, excepting those for conversions into dollars, his money on hand is 
£8,531.00 in present-day relative values.
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nearby towns or perhaps just in Bridgewater itself. Considering that there are two whip saws, hooks, a 

hide for a steer, lumber, a broad ax, and narrow ax, it is likely that sawed lumber was sold from his 

farm. Samuel is also noted as owning an unnamed number of pigs (“swine”) and nine sheep, the latter 

two which he likely fed straw and possibly excess corn, among other grains grown on the farm.

Samuel tried to be somewhat “respectable” as shown by the possession of “wearing clothes,” 

brass and iron vessels, blankets, pillows, and pairs of sheets. This is further shown by the ownership of 

varied “feather beds” (down comforter), wooden chests, a table with chairs, pillow cases (called 

“pillow coates”), table cloths, and half a dozen napkins. The possessions used to make the farm 

function and sell to broader markets, among others not named and those “unseen and forgotten” as the 

inventory puts it, are only 36.6% of his property value. Collectively, his possessions indicate he was, 

seemingly, a small-scale farmer who sold varied grains, products from his farm animals, lumber, 

honey, and varied drinks (cider and malted liquor), some of which were weighed, using a scale and pair

of feathers, in his possession. This only tells part of his story and collective ancestry since Samuel was 

my 9th great grandfather, with a "posterity" of "beyond 50,000" descendants by 1876.56

Samuel’s last will and testament fills in the gaps, but also tells about his physical state and his 

religious beliefs. While was, when he wrote his will on October 29, 1684, “weak of mind” and faltering

in memory, this is still an accurate genealogical record which shows firm relationships between father 

and son, father and daughter, husband and wife, grandfather and grandchildren.57 With many 

genealogists saying that he was baptized in England in 1612, it would interest them greatly that he was 

a dedicated Christian. In his will, he states that he “prayed to God” for his family, committed his soul to

56 Hiram Barrus, History of the Town of Goshen, Hampshire County, Massachusetts: From Its First Settlement in 1761 to 
1881 with Family Sketches (Boston: Hiram Barrus, 1881), 162. The same source quotes a genealogist at the time calling the 
the Packards “a thrifty, well-stocked race.” 
57 Last Will and Testament of Samuell Packer, p. 96. This record, using the last name Packer, specifies the following 
people, without giving them birth dates: his “loving” wife Elizabeth; his “eldest son” Samuel Packer, Jr.; his son Zacheus 
Packer; his son John Packer;  his son Nathaniel/Nathaniell Packer; his grandchild Israel/Israel Augur; his daughter Mary 
Packer; married to Richard Phillips; his daughter Hannah Packer, married to Thomas Randall; his daughter Jaell, married to 
John Smith; his daughter Deborah, married to Samuel Washburn; his daughter Deliverance, married to Thomas Washburn, 
with a child named Deliverance Augur; his grandchild Caleb Phillips, claimed to be son of Caleb Phillips but this is not the 
case; his grandchildren Samuel Packer, Daniel Packer, Israel/Israell Packer who was the son of Zacheus.
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the “hand of the Almighty” and prayed for his “salvation” after death. These Christian references 

accompany his desire for a “decent burial” and funeral after his death.

If he was a small-scale farmer, he was a strange one indeed, because he owned 339 acres of land

at his death. This comes from the adding up of all of the land granted to his immediate and extended 

family in his will. Using the amount of land as a basis and looking at land deeds in 1684 and 1685, the 

land he owned at his death could have been worth between about 65 shillings an acre and 2.72 pounds 

an acre.58 If one uses the lower number, his land would be worth 220 pounds, 35 shillings or £32,300 in

present-day relative values (about $26,256 US dollars). If one uses the higher number, his land would 

be worth 922 pounds, 8 shillings or £134,400 in present-day relative values (about $109,251 US 

dollars). Either way, his land would have be worth a lot of money. However, since his mind was 

faltering he may have misstated the acreage he owned in some cases. 

Samuel’s many acres of land, sitting on the Satucket River (or Satuccut), Meadow Brook (likely

along Poor Meadow Brook), possibly near present-day Robbins Pond (then called Satuckett Pond?) 

was concentrated mainly in Bridgewater. This included his 36-acre tract of land for his farm. This was 

granted to his wife, Elizabeth, and he delineated that this land be divided between his son 

Nathaniel/Nathaniell (who received 2/3) and his grandchild Israel/Israell Augur (who received 1/3) 

when Elizabeth died.59 He also owned 169 acres in Bridgewater which he granted to his “eldest son” 

Samuel, son Zacheus (or Zaccheus) and son John, even granting Zacheus the house he lived in, which 

he was seemingly renting from Samuel. He owned 54 acres where his son Samuel was living, 20 other 

58 Land Purchase of Samuel West from William Clarke, May 14, 1684, Plymouth County, Deeds, Vol. 1, Massachusetts 
Land Records, Plymouth, p. 6-7, image 11 of 652; Land Purchase of Rowland White from Samuel White, May 25, 1685, 
Plymouth County, Deeds, Vol. 1, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, p. 37-38, images 28 and 29 of 652; Land 
Purchase of Joseph Waterman from John Barber, Jan. 29, 1685, Plymouth County, Deeds, Deeds Vol. 1, Massachusetts 
Land Records, Plymouth, p. 50-51, images 36 and 37 of 652; Land deed involving Sarah, Ephraim, and Joseph Warren, 
March 28, 1685, Plymouth County, Deeds, Deeds Vol. 1, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, p. 91-92, image 58 of 
652. Sometimes people dealt in silver as well, but this wasn’t as likely. Land records differed. The price of three pounds, ten
shillings for three acres was rounded down to 3 pounds for this calculation (meaning a pound and acre), while the others 
came out easily: 2.5 pounds an acre (25 pounds for 10 acres of land), 2.94 pounds an acre (Fifty pounds for 17 acres of 
land), 0.3 pounds an acre (15 pounds for 50 acres of land). Furthermore, the highest (2.94 and 2.5) and lowest numbers (.3 
and 1) were added together and divided to create two numbers for the lowest (0.65) and highest (2.72).
59 Last Will and Testament of Samuell Packer, p. 96. This section also uses some information from page 97 as well.
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acres called Satuckett Pond, in Bridgewater, which he gave Elizabeth. He willed 50 acres in 

Bridgewater to be divided in half between his son Nathaniel and grandchild Israel Augur, and gave 10 

un-surveyed acres in Bridgewater to his daughter, Deliverance, but not her husband Thomas Washburn.

Samuel owned shares of “meddow” in Bulls Hole (divided between Nathaniel and Israel to commence 

after Elizabeth’s death), lot within “Great Meddow,” a lot called “West Meddow Brooke,” a lot called 

“Poor Meddow,” and a lot “att Tehicut.” There were other rights and title of “commons and comage” in

Bridgewater, granting them to his family. He dispensed 41 pounds, ten shilling to Elizabeth, his five 

daughters (Mary, Hannah, Jaell, Deborah, and Deliverance) and his grandchildren (Samuel Packard, 

Daniel Packard, Israel/Israell Packard who was the son of Zacheus, and Caleb Philips).60

Within his will, Samuel gives a special gift to one member of his extended family. This is his 

grandchild Deliverance Augur, child of his daughter Deliverance and Thomas Washburn. He gives her 

a heifer, when she is “of age,” and a “feather bed” after the death of Elizabeth. He also required that his

son, Nathaniel, pay 10 pounds to the executors of his estate. He appointed Elizabeth and his son 

Samuel as joint executors while making James Keith and William Pratt overseers of his estate.61 On 

March 3, 1685, John Field and John Ames, Jr., said that Samuel Packard desired Thomas Washburn or 

Washbourne to be another executor. Samuel Packard, Sr. would be dead by November 7, 1684. 

60 He even specified for Jaell that the money and “chattles” (not meaning slaves but property in this instance) would go to 
her, after Elizabeth’s death, not to her husband, John Smith, so it could be used for “her comfort” with the money 
distributed by the will’s executors. Many genealogists repeat the claim that Caleb Phillips was the son of Richard Phillips. 
This is because Mary Packard, his daughter, is married to Richard Phillips. This would make Caleb his grandchild.
61 Last Will and Testament of Samuell Packer, p. 98, image 586 of 616. Since Samuel died sometime between October 29, 
1684 and November 7, 1684, these oaths must be in 1685. 
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Chapter V: The children of Samuel and Elizabeth

In this 1694 land deed, proved in 1713, Elizabeth says "by virtue of my first Husband...Samuel Packard" confirming that 
Elizabeth Washburn is the same as Elizabeth Packard. This agreement will be discussed later on in this chapter.

In order to wrap up the story of Samuel and Elizabeth, it is vital to focus on their children as a 

launching pad for further investigation. While some genealogical sources, from Ancestry biographies 

of these individuals, are cited, the best information possible is used in this chapter.62

Likely in late 1684, Samuel’s wife, Elizabeth, would marry a man named John Washburn Jr. 

who had been living in Bridgewater for years. The only mention of this in The Packard/Mills Family 

History is the following statement: “following her husband’s death in 1684, Elizabeth Stream Packard 

was said to have married John Washburn. Information is rather sketchy.” As this chapter will show, 

there is no reason to say that information like that is “sketchy” anymore, as it is proven they married. 

In following years, Samuel and Elizabeth’s children would be determining their own destiny. In

1685, John may have signed (likely not him) an agreement about township boundaries of the town 

named Rowley and village of the same name and would be recorded as a “proprietor” in Bridgewater.63

62  The sources range from “Millennium file[s]”;  “U.S. and International Marriage Records 1560-1900”; “North America, 
Family Histories, 1500-2000”; “Family Data Collection – Births”; “Family Data Collection – Individual Records”; Even the
Find A Grave entries are iffy as they include no gravestones. This means that the marriages of Hannah Packard to Thomas 
Randall (1671) and Clement Briggs (1669) cannot be proven other than the slight mention in Samuel Packard Sr.’s will.The 
at also means we can’t confirm if Deliverance Packard, who married Thomas Washburn, had four children or the details of 
John Packard's life, for example. Some sources say she married John Holbrook, based on a Find A Grave entry for 
“Elizabeth Stream Holbrook” (died in 1688) but this not the same as Samuel’s wife, Elizabeth, or that she married Thomas 
Auger in 1665. The only marriage that is confirmed is to John Washburn. It seems evident that Elizabeth and Samuel’s 
daughter, Elizabeth, was married to Thomas Augur and had a child named Israel who is mentioned in the last chapter.
63 Agreement between the town of Rowley and the Village of Rowley (Boxford) regarding the boundaries between the two,
1685, Massachusetts Archives, Archives Collection, Series 2043, Vol. 112, p. 410, 412; Town Records Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, 
Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 161, image 71 of 654. The next page shows Serjeant Packard, who was a 
proprietor, was part of committee to divide land.
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On October 30, 1686, John Washburn, Jr. would write his will. Other than grants to his 

children, undoubtedly from a previous marriage, he would give Elizabeth one bed, one booster, one 

pillow, one pair of sheets, and one blanket for starters.64 He would also give her one coverlet, two 

chests, six baskets of Indian corn, one bushel of barley, and two pounds, two shillings, which he had 

already given to her at the time. Like Samuel, John Washburn owned numerous farm tools and 

supplies, such as Indian corn, rye, scythes, iron wedges, chains, hoes, pitchforks, cart, wheels, whip, 

and saws.65 He also mirrored Samuel in his show of status not with brass, iron, and pewter spoons, his 

bees wax or ammunition, but through table cloths, napkins, and five beds, to name a few possessions.

Two final records would prove that Elizabeth married John Washburn once and for all. On 

October 27, 1694, almost eight years after John’s death, she would sell land given to her by Samuel.66  

It would be a 20-acre tract called “Satuckett Pond” or “Sehucket Pond” given to her by Samuel in his 

will, as noted in chapter 4, saying explicitly that Samuel was her first husband as she sold the land to 

“an Indian” living in Bridgewater named Sam James. The land agreement would be signed by Samuel’s

son of the same name, Samuel Packard, Jr., along with Thomas Washburn and Edward Fobes. It is not 

a coincidence that this Samuel Packard and Thomas Washburn were executors of Samuel Packard, 

Sr.’s estate. Years later, in April 1702, Elizabeth, again a “widow,” would sign a document about John 

Washburn’s heirs, receiving some rights.67 What happened to her after this is not known.

As the years passed, Samuel Packard Jr., John, and Nathaniel would blaze their own paths. In 

February 1689, Samuel Jr. would purchase land. This record specifically called him an ensign. Hence, 

it could be said, that this record is indirect evidence that he served in Bridgewater’s first militia 

64 George Ernest Bowman, “Washburn Notes,” The Mayflower Descendant, no. 15, 1913, p. 247, 248, 249, 250; Will of 
John Washburn, Oct. 30, 1686, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Records vol. 1-1F, p. 84, image 49 of 490.
65 Inventory of John Washburn, Nov. 12, 1686, MA, Plymouth County, Probate Records vol. 1-1F, p. 86, image 50 of 490. 
66 George Ernest Bowman, “Washburn Notes,” The Mayflower Descendant, no. 15, 1913, p. 251;  Land transaction by 
Elizabeth Washburn, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds Vol. 10, p. 333-335, images 183 and 184 of 651 
Courtesy of Family Search; Mary paid her fair share from her father’s estate, May 22, 1697, Massachusetts, Plymouth 
County, Probate Records, p. 304, image 161 of 490. Courtesy of Family Search. She would also pay Mary, her daughter, the
money which was owed to her from Samuel Packard, Sr.’s will, in May 1697.
67 Heirs of John Washburn, Apr. 15, 1702, Massachusetts Land Records, Bristol, Deeds vol 3-5, p. 83, image 304 of 806. 
Courtesy of Family Search; George Ernest Bowman, “Washburn Notes,” The Mayflower Descendant, no. 15, 1913, p. 252, 
253. Her Find A Grave entry is no help here.
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company.68 For the rest of his life he would be called an ensign, sometimes only as “Ensign Packard.” 

As the years passed, John, Samuel, and Nathaniel would own land in Bridgewater.69 Samuel would gain

a level of prominence in local government. Apart from paying to enlarge the meeting house in 1695, he

would be chosen as a selectman in March 1695 and March 1696, along with serving as a juror for the 

towns court the same year, and owning land within the town.70 The others would not fair the same way.

In 1696, John would assert his ownership to 70 acres in Bridgewater; Israel Augur/Augor would be 

given 15 acres, and Nathaniel would have acres laid out for him.71 From 1705 to 1731, varying acres 

would be laid out for members of the Packard family. This included 2 ½ acres laid out for David 

Packard, seven acres laid out for John Packard, and four acres for Daniel Packard over this time span.72 

Such surveying, often by Josiah Edson, and buying of land, shows that steady social standing. On 

June 7, 1697, living a little less than 13 years after his father, Samuel Packard Jr., would die in 

Bridgewater. His probate, which would be reviewed in the 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, and 2000s by varying 

family researchers, would include an administrative bond of his wife Elizabeth Lathrop (administrator 

of his estate) and Thomas Washburn with a man named William Bradford in July 1698, along with 

another administrative bond between this Elizabeth and Thomas Snell in November 1697.73 Then 

there’s his inventory. It shows him as a person who owns linen (and wearing) clothes, chairs, wheels, 

68 Town Records Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 110, image 43 of 654.
69 Town Records Vol. 1, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 136, image 73 of 94; Town Records Vol. 
1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 90, 128, 136-137, images 33, 52, 56, 57, 60 of 654. The latter 
record, in 1695, may say "four late of the Peckers" which could refer to the Packard family. On the next page, a "G. Pecker"
mentioned. In 1702, Nathaniel Packard says he will help maintain bridge & other aspects for Courthouse. This is the 
“Packard Bridge” as some have noted in family histories.
70 Town Records Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 119, 137-138 image 48 and 74 of 654; 
Town Records Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 120, image 48 of 92; Town Records Vol. 1-
4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 121, image 49 of 654; Town Records Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, 
Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 142, image 59 of 654.; Town Records Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 147, image 63 of 654; Town Records Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, 
Town Clerk, p. 173, image 77 of 654. Years later, on March 22, 1702, Nathaniel Packard will serve on a jury for a local trial
71 Plymouth, Bridgewater, Land Records, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, Town and Vital Records, p. 254, image 147 of 767; 
Town Records Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 171, image 76 of 654; Town Records Vol. 
1, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 171-172, image 91 of 92. On March 13, 1701, Nathaniel Packard 
and Israel Augor became surveyors of highways. 
72 Plymouth, Bridgewater, Land Recs, MA, Town Clerk, Town and Vital Records, p. 257-260, images 149 and 150 of 767.
73 Probate of Samuel Packard of Bridgewater, 1697, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Estate Files, images 1304, 1305, 
1306, 1307, and 1311 of 1365.
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carts, blankets, woolen cloth, books & table, and arms and ammunition.74 It also shows him as the 

owner of iron tools, saddles and bridles, flax, bags of linen, woolen clothes, leather boots, hogs, 

improved land, and plows, in keeping with the agricultural lifestyle of Packards. It would not be until 

1699 than his probate would be finally settled as his lands would be divided up between his immediate 

and extended family, with guardians appointed for his children.75

Before moving onto the other Packards, it is worth mentioning the three children Samuel 

Packard Jr. had with his wife Elizabeth Lathrop (d. 1716): Samuel Packard III (1680-1749), Daniel 

Packard (1682-1731), and Joseph Packard (1684-1760).76 Daniel Packard, Samuel Packard Jr.’s son, is 

worth covering since his story is intertwined with that of Samuel Packard III.

On March 16, 1731, Daniel would sign a will dividing his estate between his four daughters 

(Sarah, Mary, Susanna, and Martha), and doling out other lands to his sons Isaac (48 acres) and 

Daniel.77 Samuel Packard III would be his will’s executor. Daniel died five days after writing his will. 

He would have a wide-ranging inventory.78 His possessions included 117 acres of “improved” land, 10 

acres of land by a river, five cows, heifer (with a calf), large & small swine, a gun, a mare, and a colt.79 

The life of Daniel’s children cannot be fully determined. While existing records do not provide much 

information, it is clear that Job Packard would help administer Daniel’s estate in November 1745 and 

74 Probate of Samuel Packard of Bridgewater, 1697, images 1309 and 1310 of 1365; Probate of Samuel Packard of 
Bridgewater, 1697, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Records, vol 1-1F, p. 277-278, image 148 of 490.
75 Probate of Samuel Packard of Bridgewater, 1699, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Records, Probate records 
vol 1-1F, p. 305, image 162 of 490; Guardians appointed, Nov. 25, 1697, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate 
Records, p. 278, image 148 of 490. On 25 Nov 1697 Guardians are appointed for Joseph and Daniel Packard, Samuel 
Packard Jr.’s children; for Joseph (7 and ½ years old) it is Thomas Snell and for Daniel [15 years old] it is Nathaniel Bratt.
76 See the Find A Grave records for Elizabeth Lathrop, Samuel Packard III, Joseph Packard (the only three here with a 
picture of a gravestone), and Daniel Packard. 
77 Will of Daniel Packard, Mar. 16, 1731, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Records vol 6-6U, p. 172-174, images 
99 and 100 of 589. Also see Daniel Packard and Nehemiah within Liber 10, 35 in Oct. 1745, notes payments to Daniel, his 
son, that his son Isaac is dead, and to his son Nehemiah, with Samuel Packard III affirming this as the reality.
78 Inventory of Daniel Packard, April 28, 1732, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Records vol 6-6U, p.  182-182a, 
images 103 and 104 of 589.
79 He would also own four steers; four yearlings and a two year old;a cart, plow, and other team tackling; forks, shovels, 
hoes, and more; a crow bar and wedges; scythes; books & apparell; beds, bedstands, coverlids, and other bed furniture; 
sheets, pillowcases, blankets, table clothes and napkins; new cloth; chairs and tables; reel cords, wheels and wooden 
material; pewter dishes, spoons, and plates; Barrells, tubs, and other copper work; meal, houghs, corn and flax; metal pots 
and kettle; dogs; iron plates and glass vessels; panel, saw, and other house furniture; some old iron; Bogs and yarn; stone 
and earthen vessels; pan simmer knives and forks; two pots of fat; and a razor candlestick. Samuel Packard III would name 
named executor of the estate, finally probated on July 3, 1732.
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be the guardian to Nehemiah, one of Daniel’s sons, in the autumn of 1746 as he helped divide up the 

estate.80 Adding to this, Daniel’s son, of the same name would manage his brother Nehemiah’s land the

same year that he would be released from the guardianship of Samuel Packard III. 

Samuel Packard III would marry a woman named Elizabeth Edson, possibly in 1705. They 

would have four children: Job (1716-1805), Paul, Bethiah (d. 1750) and Samuel Packard IV (d. 1774).81

They would live in Bridgewater for years to come. Samuel Packard III, and his son of the same name, 

would be recorded as living in the town in 1704/1705. The former would be more in the business of 

purchasing a lot of meadow from the Leach family, 10 undivided acres from the Willis family, and a 

tract of land known as Costers Kitchen from the Leach family, which was a meadow lot near land 

which was owned by, you guessed it, Thomas Washburn.82 

In 1748, Samuel Packard III would die. In his will, written in November of the same year, he 

would show he is a Christian, like the other Packards before him, but would show he owned at least 

80  See the Find A Grave entries for Daniel, his wife Mary Harris, his daughter Sarah (alt. Entry), and Martha. Also see the 
Records of Daniel Packard, 1745-1746, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Records, 1633-1967, Probate Records 
1745-1749 and 1836-1849 vol. 10-10A, p. 51-52, 345-347, images 37, 38, 190, and 191, of 611. Courtesy of Family Search;
Managing land, June 4, 1744, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Records, 1633-1967, Probate records 1742-1745 
and 1844-1856 vol 9-9M, p. 242, image 132 of 583. Courtesy of Family Search; Freed from Guardianship, Massachusetts, 
Plymouth County, Probate Records, 1633-1967, Probate records 1742-1745 and 1844-1856 vol 9-9M, p. 325-326, image 
174 of 583. Courtesy of Family Search. Job would die in 1805 ultimately at the age of 88 years old. The notes of his 
guardianship : Samuel Packard III acts as guardian of Daniel (1732), goes to Marshfield; Samuel keeps Daniel from 1 1/2 
until 11 1/2 years old; In 1739, Samuel mends part of Daniel's house; In 1740 and 1741, he pays "his rate"; In 1742, he pays
Daniel in cash; In April 1743, he enters a bond with Daniel for rent; In October 1743 he gives Daniel one ox and a heifer; In
1744, he gives him one cow and calf; Daniel, Nehemiah, and Isaac [all sons of Daniel who died 1731] pay 182 pounds in 
rent for a ten year period going forward; Samuel is also the guardian of Isaac, keeps him from seven until age 17; Isaac 
gives his part in lending a man and house when he and his brother ran away; Says Isaac paid him rent for eleven years, same
as for Daniel; Samuel is also the guardian of Nehemiah from ages 5 to 10. Sometime before January 8, 1753 he would die as
noted here, here, here, and here, with an inventory including a panel of old wood and a dwelling house. 
81 These dates come from their Find A Grave entries or other information posted on their profiles on the Mills Family Tree 
on Ancestry.com. Bethiah would later marry a man named Wright Bartlett and have one child named Samuel (1736-1827) 
who would later marry to someone named Susanna Dunbar. He would have three children with her named Susanna, Lucy, 
and Susanna (again). This is only mentioned to give more context to the family.
82 Town records vol 1-2, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 131, image 58 of 285; Land transaction 
between Samuel Packard, John Leach and Thomas Lack, Mar 12, 1714, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds vol.
13-14, p. 221-222, image 490 of 545; Land transaction between Samuel Packard and Thomas Leach, Mar 9, 1718, 
Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds vol. 13-14, p. 222-223, image 491 of 545; Land transaction between Samuel
Packard and David Leach, Jan. 26, 1719, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds vol. 15-17, p. 230-231, image 274 
of 709; Town Records Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 163, image 72 of 654; Plymouth, 
Bridgewater, Land Records, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, Town and Vital Records, p. 259, image 150 of 767; Plymouth, 
Bridgewater, Land Records, 1672-1834, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, Town and Vital Records, p. 260, image 150 of 767.  
On August 15, 1699, it was reported that two Packards were landowners in Bridgewater, one named S. Packard S. (referring
to a Samuel Packard, Sr.?) and another just named Packard Se [possibly meaning Senior]. He also possibly had eight acres 
laid out to him January 1730, some of which was near Samuel Lathrop’s house. 
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140 acres, along with right to a lot in Cedar Swamp, land near West Meadow, along with certain 

amounts of pounds he gave to his immediate family, for the most part.83 In April 1749, his 

administrators would list his inventory. He would own buildings and rights on land (consisting of most 

of the property value in his inventory), three swine, two beds and furniture, and books and apparel.84 He

would also own hogs, a head of cider, chains & old iron, barrels, tub & chests, an iron crow bar, guns 

and swords, a churner, a table, and a cord. While Job Packard would be his executor, no papers from 

his estate would survive, with only a sheet saying “see records” within the probate records of the state 

of the Massachusetts which are currently scanned and online.85

In August 1774, Samuel Packard's son of the same name, Samuel Packard IV, would die. His 

estate files, which would be examined in 1978, by varying researchers, show he had an insolent estate 

managed by Adam Bailey, who distributed the estate funds and divided up the estate.86 There was also 

his inventory. It would show that he owned, like the other Packards, wearing apparel, horse and cow, 

one feather bed, table lining, two swords, chests and boxes, glass bottles, chairs, pewter & earthen 

dishes and spoons, and iron kettles.87 

83 Will of Samuel Packard III, Nov. 17, 1748, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Records vol 12-12C, p. 63-65, 
images 45 and 46 of 596. The probate was ultimately settled in 1749.
84 Inventory of Samuel Packard III, Apr. 7, 1749, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Records vol 11-11B, p. 244, 
image 135 of 642.
85 Probate of Samuel Packard of Bridgewater, 1749, Case no. 15170, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Estate 
Files, Plymouth, images 1313 and 1314 of 1362. The other records available just relate to guardianship of one of his 
children by Samuel Packard III. The estate was not settled until January 1776.
86 Probate of Samuel Packard IV of Bridgewater, 1775, no. 15171, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Estate Files, 
1686-1915, Plymouth, images 1315, 1316, 1317, 1318, 1319, 1320, 1322, 1323, 1324, 1325, 1326, 1327, 1328, 1329, 1332, 
1333 of 1362. One document in February 6, 1775 would say he died six months prior, which would mean that he died in or 
near August 6, 1774.
87 Probate of Samuel Packard IV of Bridgewater, 1775, no. 15171, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Estate Files, 
1686-1915, Plymouth, images 1329 and 1331, of 1362; Probate of Samuel Packard IV of Bridgewater, Massachusetts, 
Plymouth County, Probate Records, vol 24-25, p. 37-38, images 46 and 47 of 568, courtesy of Family Search.
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Chapter VI: Zaccheus and Sarah’s family

“...the annals of human history reveal the transcendent importance of marriage. The lifelong union of a man and 
a woman always has promised nobility and dignity to all persons...Its dynamic allows two people to find a life that 
could not be found alone, for a marriage becomes greater than just the two persons...Since the dawn of history, 
marriage has transformed strangers into relatives, binding families and societies together”- Justice Anthony 
Kennedy in the majority opinion of Obergefell v. Hodges (2015), a Supreme Court case which requires all states to 
enforce same-sex marriage.88 

Exploring the family of Zaccheus and Sarah continues the story of the Packards. Zaccheus 

(sometimes called Zacheus or Zacheas) Packard, the third child of Samuel Packard, Sr. and Elizabeth, 

was reportedly born in Hingham, between 1643 and 1646. As the story goes, in April 1682, he would 

marry a woman named Sarah Howard, the daughter of John Howard and Martha.89 They would have 

nine children, named Israel, Sarah, Jonathan, David, Solomon, James, Zaccheus (II), John, and Abiel, 

who will be talked later in this chapter more in-depth. 

In the years after Samuel Packard, Sr.’s death, Zaccheus would increase his standing in the 

town. He would purchase land in Bridgewater with a Packard named Sarjeant (relation unknown) in 

1686, and be part of the “ways over” committee the same year as John Packard was allowed to build a 

horse bridge in the town.90 In the 1690s, Samuel Packard, Jr., Samuel Packard Sr.’s son, would buy 10 

acres in the town which sat above the saw mill. He would buy them for Zaccheus, a surveyor of 

highways in 1696 or 1697, who would “improve” 10 of his 50-acre lot in Bridgewater in 1697.91 He 

would continue to live in Bridgewater for years to come as he acquired more land. This would include 

a land agreement with Josiah Edson in September 1714, and mentioned in passing as Jonathan Packard 

88 Majority opinion of Anthony Kennedy, Obergefell v. Hodges, Justia, accessed July 8, 2017. It is relevant to the story of 
the Packards, including the family described in this chapter.
89 See the Find A Grave entry for Sarah Howard Packard.
90 Town Records Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 107, image 42 of 654; Town Records 
Vol. 1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 112, image 44 of 654. Who Serjeant Packard is, and his 
relation to other Packards, is not known.
91 Plymouth, Bridgewater, Land Records, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, Town and Vital Records, p. 257, image 149 of 767; 
Town records vol 1-2, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 34-35, image 14 of 285; Town Records Vol. 
1-4, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, 1626-2001, p. 129, image 58 of 285.; Plymouth, Bridgewater, 
Land Records, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, Town and Vital Records, p. 255-256, image 148 of 767. Also in the 1690s, 
Nathaniel Packard made an agreement for 10 acres with Samuel Lathrop.
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and Joseph Lathrop agreed on a dividing line of their property.92 The nine children of Zaccheus and 

Sarah would have a different experience than he did in Bridgewater.

Israel Packard, the first child of Zaccheus and Sarah, was reportedly born on April 27, 1680. 

Some claim that Israel married “Hannah” in 1703 and Susannah Fields on November 30, 1735. Varied 

records point to this as well, with Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 indicating that 

he married a woman named Hannah Grosman in 1701. Furthermore, the Family Data Collection says 

he married Susannah Fields in November of 1735. However, these two sources could have incorrect or 

have distorted information. Nothing else is known about this man.

On the other hand, Sarah Packard, the second child of Zaccheus and Sarah, was born in 1682, 

reportedly on August 19. She would marry a man named Josiah Edson (mentioned on the previous 

page) supposedly in 1704, who would become a militia captain.93 One source indicates that Josiah was 

a town selectman, a Christian man of “large stature, rather above medium height, of dignified 

deportment, of easy and colciliation [sic] manners” while Sarah was described as a “lady of domestic 

and retiring habits, amiable and forgiving in her disposition, and ambitious only to promote the welfare 

and happiness of her husband and children.” The dignified Josiah and “domestic” Sarah would have 

seven children named Sarah (b. 1705), Abidah (1706 -1749), Josiah (1709-1778), Huldah (1713-1800), 

Abiezar (b. 1715), Elijah (1720-1781), and Freelove, all with the last name of Edson.94 

The description of Sarah was in keeping with the norms of the time. British colonial law, 

specifically the law of coverture, required that women were legally dependent on their husbands, losing

92 Town records vol 1-2, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, p. 131, image 59 of 285; Plymouth, 
Bridgewater, Land Records, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, Town and Vital Records, p. 258, image 149 of 767; Plymouth, 
Bridgewater, Land Records, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, Town & Vital Records, p. 259, image 150 of 767. 
93 See the Find A Grave entries for Sarah Packard Edson and Josiah Edson. He would live from 1682 to 1762. For the 
source listed in the next sentence, see Kippy Spinelli, which confirms he was a militia captain, but provides information 
describing Josiah and Sarah. Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 says that Sarah was born in 1682 and 
other records indicate that she died in 1754, confirmed by her gravestone which says she was 72 years old, called “Sarah 
Edson.” 
94 See the Find A Grave entries for Sarah, Abidah, Josiah, Huldah, Abiezar, and Freelove. Abiezar would have one child 
named Pollycarpus who would marry a woman named Mary Packard who was the child of Samuel and Anne with Samuel 
being another child of Nathaniel Packard (1657-1736), discussed in a previous chapter.
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their original last names and gaining no civil rights.95 At the time, almost all women married, with men 

being the only ones would could vote, and women were supposed to obey their benevolent 

“protectors.” Some women did not accept the definitions of their lives “by motherhood and 

domesticity,” rebelling against being “Tyed to a Man,” but this was limited by the fact that hard work 

within and outside the home restricted lives of women, as did the expectations that women had to tend 

several children by their twenties or thirties.96 Even though women performed work which was 

essential to the working of the household, the husband or father owned the “fruits of that labor” and 

when they worked in urban areas as “seamstresses, laundresses, and domestics,” they received half of 

the wages which men were paid. Sarah Packard seems to fall into the “traditional” domestic role if the 

description of her, as one with “domestic and retiring habits,” who wanted to promote the welfare of 

her children (and husband), is accurate and correct.

Jonathan Packard, Sr., the third child of Zaccheus and Sarah was a bit different. He was born in 

1684, reportedly on December 7, and died on June 7, 1746.97 He would, as story goes, marry a woman 

named Susannah Hayward on Dec. 24, 1719, and would marry again to a woman named Abigail 

Thomson in 1723. He would have a son named Jonathan who would be born in 1730 and live until 

1805. In 1708, Jonathan Sr. would make a land agreement with David Packard to gain, for 120 pounds, 

127 acres of land on the Northeast side of the Matfield River, near the land of Joseph Hayward, in 

Bridgewater.98 Seven years later, in June 1715, he would be part of an agreement with the Snell family. 

He and his brother James would buy hundreds of acres from Thomas Snell.99 In 1725, he would 

95 Alan Taylor, American Revolutions: A Continental History, 1750-1804 (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2016), 
27.
96 Ibid, 27-28. This may have been the situation for many of the Packard women.
97 Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 indicate he was born in 1684 and that he died on June 7, 1746. 
Mayflower Births and Deaths, Vol. 1 and 2 and U.S. and International Marriage Records, 1560-1900 claims he married 
Abigail Thomson in 1723. Other sources noted here come from the a Packard Family History and cannot be independently 
verified at the time of this writing. Also see his Find A Grave entry.
98 Land Agreement between David Packard, Jonathan Packard, and Josiah Snell, 1708, Massachusetts Land Records, 
Plymouth, Deeds vol 6-8, p. 283-285 image 317, 318 and 319 of 504.
99 Land Agreement involving Snell and Packard families, July 1715, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds 1714-
1717 vol 11-12, p. 212-213, images 416 and 417 of 439. The Estate of Zaccheus Packard, 1725, Massachusetts, Plymouth 
County, Probate Records, Probate Records vol 5-5 T, p. 72-77, image 66, 67, and 68 of 256. In May 1725, a document is 
signed in the presence of Joseph Edson and Nathaniel Brett. Many Packards signed it, including Zaccheus Packard II signed
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become administrator of his father’s estate. After his father’s death, he would expand his political role 

and land holdings. In the 1730s, he would be implied in agreements between varied Packards (John, 

Samuel, Jonathan, and Daniel).100 He may have endorsed the establishment of West Bridgewater as an 

independent township and advised that West Bridgewater be exempted from ministerial taxes if he was 

a legislator within the Massachusetts legislature from 1737 to 1738.

In 1746, Jonathan Packard was dead. Abiel, his brother, helped delineate his possessions.101 On 

July 4, his inventory would show his lifestyle. While lands with buildings on them would be most of 

his property value, he would also have books, apparel, arms & ammunition, tables and table linen, 

tackling and husbandry tools, shoe maker tools & leather, a weavers loom, six ox hides, and nine cow 

hides, to name a few.102 His probate would be finalized on May 7, 1747. Four years later, in May 1751, 

his real estate would be divided up. His wife Abigail, Joseph Edson, Jonathan Howard, David Packard, 

Abiel Packard, and Josiah Small would all be involved in this process.103 There is a further historical 

context to these possessions, just like the possessions of Zachariah outlined in Chapter 3, which needs 

to be explored in order to further understand the story of the Packard family. 

Such land possessions would be in line with what many other Puritan colonists, who were 

farming in a “cold and infertile region.” They were raising “cattle, sheep, and grain on thousands of 

small, rocky farms,” shipping modest surpluses of these supplies, after fulfilling their family needs, to 

this document. Proceedings end on May 19. 
100 Petition Submitted to the General Court by the inhabitants of the Northern Part of Bridgewater North Precinct, Dec. 11, 
1736, series 228, Massachusetts State Archives, Vol. 114, p. 212; Agreement between varied Packards, 1730-1731, 
Massachusetts, Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, Plymouth, Bridgewater, Land Records, p. 259-260, image 150 of 
767; General Court committee report advising that the inhabitants of the Northern part of Bridgewater West Precinct be 
exempted from ministerial taxes, Jan. 29, 1737, Massachusetts State Archives, series 228, Vol. 114, p. 216; Notice for a 
precinct meeting of Bridgewater West Prinict, Dec. 13, 1737, Massachusetts State Archives, series 228, Vol. 114, p. 215. 
Later that year, this same Jonathan would sign a notice of meeting about if West Bridgewater is to separate. 
101 A True Inventory of Jonathan Packard, May 7, 1747, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Records vol. 10-10A, 
p. 408, image 222 of 611. Courtesy of Family Search; Land agreement involving Jonathan Packard and Jonathan Lopeland, 
Sept. 7, 1757, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds vol 56-57, p. 147-148, image 446 of 575. In later years, his 
son would be buying land, in an agreement with which the Snell family was involved.
102 He would also own spinning wheels; sheep wool, flax and yarn; iron vessels & iron utensils; some pieces of cloth 
woolen & linen; sheep shine; beds & furniture; pewter glass, earthen vessels; indian corn, rye, and other grain; meat tubs, 
wooden barrels; brass vessels, forks & knives; home furniture, bridles, saddles, and pillory; looking glasses, some silver and
knives; and one sled.  There are undoubtedly more items not listed here. 
103 Division of Jonathan’s estate, Nov. 15, 1753, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Records vol 13, p. 85-91, 
images 54, 55, 56, 57 of 298.
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the “West Indies to feed planters and their slaves” while New England merchant ships would return 

with “molasses, rum, and sugar” or carry such cargo to Great Britain where they could be exchanged 

for manufactured goods.104 This means that while the Packards did not own enslaved people (except 

Zachariah Packard, his children named Nathan, Nathaniel, and Abigail, and wife of the same name as 

discussed in Chapter 3), they participated in the system of slavery in British America through 

interconnected trade networks. This is further the case considering that slavery was legal in every 

British colony, with Quakers as one of the only groups that objected to the practice, with the colonies 

simply a “land of black slavery and white opportunity,” with relatively small port cities.105

David Packard was the fourth child of Zaccheus and Sarah. Reportedly born on February 11, 

1687, he would marry Hannah Ames, and die on November 3, 1755.106 Through the years, he would 

gain prominence in the town of Bridgewater. In September 1725 he would be one of 11 people who 

would agree to build an “Iron Works or forge” in Bridgewater on the Packard's Mill Dam.107 Eleven 

years later, he may have signed a petition requesting that the northern part of Bridgewater’s West 

District be established as its own township, along with numerous other Packards. In 1738, he would 

also lead an effort to change Bridgewater’s boundaries.108 In 1739 and 1740, he would reportedly serve 

as part of a gospel ministry. He helped to furnish the meeting house and approve certain preachers.109 If

this is accurate, he may have been an influential part of the community. By the later 18th century, the 

104 Alan Taylor, American Revolutions, 19, 25. As Taylor explains on page 25, colonial farms produced crops for 
“household needs and for the external market” which burst the myth of colonialists as self-sufficient “yeoman farmers.” He 
later adds on page 66 that most “free [white] men” in the colonies owned land by “freehold title” meaning that this 
“promised a cherished independence from a landlord, employer of master” but that that cost of land grew exponentially 
between 1750 and 1770 with only one of big families inheriting a whole farm in many cases.
105 Ibid, 21-22. Small port cities included Boston, Philadelphia, and many others.
106 David’s gravestone on Find A Grave and Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records assert that he died on Nov. 3, 1755. 
The date of his marriage to Hannah Ames was reportedly 1612, but nothing verifies or disproves this date.
107 Agreement to build an iron works or forge, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds vol 18-20, p. 142-143, 
images 396 and 397 of 679; Petition Submitted to the General Court by the inhabitants of the Northern Part of Bridgewater 
North Precinct, Dec. 11, 1736, series 228, Massachusetts State Archives, Vol. 114, p. 212. Another Israel Packard 
mentioned.
108 Petition submitted by David Packard and others requesting for their land to be annexed to the North Precinct of 
Bridgewater, Nov. 24, 1738, Massachusetts State Archives. Series 228, Vol. 114, p. 234; Petition submitted to the General 
Court by Jacob Allen and others of Bridgewater West Precinct, Massachusetts State Archives, Vol. 114, p. 247.
109 Bradford Kingman, History of North Bridgewater, Plymouth County, Massachusetts, From its First Settlement to the 
Present Time with Family Registers (Bradford Kingman: Boston, 1866), 20, 85.
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king was be seen as a “champion against their Catholic enemies” and colonists, seeing themselves as 

“free-born Englishman” would be “proud of their British liberty,” holding up the political consensus 

which constituted a British constitution. Ministers in established churches preached the “sacredness of 

social stability” and deference to authority, which would be disturbed by Evangelical religious revivals.

This means that David, who would have a son of the same name who acquired gobs of land, was part of

this established order and loyal to the British crown.110

Solomon Packard was the fifth child of Zaccheus and Sarah. He would be born in 1686, 

reportedly on March 20th, and would be married to Sarah Lathrop in November 1715, married Susanna

Kingman in 1717, and Dorothy Perkins in October 1760.111 Other sources noted that had a similar role 

to David in the Bridgewater community. In 1739, he reportedly served as part of the Gospel ministry, 

listing him as a church member, like his brothers David and Solomon, helping to maintain the local 

church.112 He would also be listed as a private in the Revolutionary War. He would serve as a private in

the Second Massachusetts Regiment, in Adam Bailey’s company from July 10, 1780 to January 10, 

1781, with David Packard enlisting the same day also for a 6-month term.113 A scanned copy of the 

History of North Bridgewater would note that he was one of those raised in July 1780 for Continental 

service, marching on “alarm to Rhode Island” by the order of the Massachusetts legislature. This same 

resource noted that varied Packards served in Massachusetts units throughout the Revolutionary War.114

110 For this paragraph, see Alan Taylor, American Revolutions, 13, 29-32, 55. For David’s son (1713-1783) see book 44, p.
2-3; book 47, p. 39; book 51, p. 252-253; book 55, p. 117; book 65, p. 251 of Massachusetts Land Records for a source for 
the “gobs of land” assertion.
111 The Abstract of Graves of Revolutionary Patriots; Volume: 3; Serial: 11999; Volume: 8 says he was buried in East 
Bridgewater. Massachusetts, Marriages, 1633-1850 says he married Dorothy Perkins in Oct. 1760 and Massachusetts, Town
and Vital Records, 1620-1988 says he was born in 1689. The New England Historical & Genealogical Register, 1847-2011 
says he married Sarah Lathrop in Nov. 1715, and U.S. and International Marriage Records, 1560-1900 says he married 
Susanna Kingman in 1717. 
112 Bradford Kingman, History of North Bridgewater, 85.
113 U.S., Revolutionary War Rolls collection on Ancestry, which consists of scanned original documents. 
114 The scanned copy of the History of North Bridgewater also says that “Solomon Packard was in service in Captain 
Benjamin Edgell's company, Colonel John Jacobs's regiment, five months and sixteen days, 1777.” This book notes that the 
following Packards served in varying Massachusetts units throughout the war: Nathan Packard (1st Lt.), Reuben Packard 
(Sgt.), William Packard (Corporal), Silvanus Packard (Drummer), Jonathan Packard (Private), Lemuel Packard (Private), 
Luke Packard (Private), Asa Packard (Fife), Oliver Packard (Private), Daniel Packard (Minuteman), Elijah Packard 
(Private), Ichabod Packard (Private), Josiah Packard (Private), Jonas Packard (Private), Ephrahim Packard (Private), 
Benjamin Packard (Private), Simeon Packard (Private), Shepard Packard (Private), Hezekiah Packard (Fifer), Thomas 
Packard (Private), Abiah Packard (Private), Levi Packard (Private), Adin Packard (Private), Phillip Packard (Private), and 
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His life after that point is not known. His date of death is reportedly 1782, and is clear that he 

participated in varied land transactions for years to come.115

James Packard was the sixth child of Zaccheus and Sarah. Born in 1691, reportedly on June 1, 

he would marry Jemima Keith, and die on November 22, 1765.116 He would buy and sell large amounts

of land. This ranged in the hundreds of acres.117 Little else is known about his life. While his probate 

estate file is empty, there are available probate records issued after his death.118 On September 24, 

1765, he wrote a will in which he says he is in a “declining state of bodily health” but of perfect mind 

and memory; says he is a Christian, and asks for a “decent Christian burial.” Within this will, he gives 

his son James 1/8 part of a sawmill which is not far from Packard's Forge in Bridgewater, one half of 

his right and interest in the Old Cedar Swamp, and a piece of meadow on the Salisbury Plain River, and

a meadow lot, formerly belonging to his deceased brother John who will be discussed in the next 

chapter.119 He also gave his son James half of his wearing apparel, half of his husbandry tools and 

implements. For his son Reuben, who he makes the sole executor of his will, he gives 1/8 part of the 

sawmill near Packard's Forge, his right in the grist mill near Salisbury Plains River, half of his stake in 

the Old Cedar Swamp, his dwelling house to live in, his quick stock, and half of his wearing apparel.120

many more. It is hard to know if any of these men are the same ones as written about in this family history.
115 Agreement between Jonathan and Solomon Packard, May 1, 1721, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds vol 
38-39, p. 169, image 183 of 585; Agreement between Zacheus Packard and Jonathan Packard, Mar. 1, 1721, Massachusetts 
Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds vol 38-39, p. 114-115, images 414 and 415 of 585; Agreement between Solomon Packard 
and Icabod Edson, Apr. 24, 1765, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds vol 50-51, p. 35-36, images 47 and 48 of 
576.; Agreements involving Solomon Packard, Feb. 13, 1770, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds vol 54-55, p. 
93-94, images 388 and 389 of 593.; Agreement between Solomon Packard and Matthew Belcher, Nov. 1, 1773, 
Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds vol 56-57, p. 196, image 495 of 595.
116 See the Find A Grave entry for James Packard. Massachusetts, Marriages asserts that James Packard married Jemima in
1722. One source says he married her on June 22, 1722. Hence, no date is put in the main text. 
117 Land Agreement involving Snell and Packard families, July 1715, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds vol 
11-12, p. 212-213, images 416 and 417 of 439.. Also see book 30, p. 138; book 33, p. 131; book 44, p. 148; book 51, p. 160 
within Massachusetts Land Records 1620-1986.
118 Probate of James Packard of Bridgewater, 1765, Case no. 15107, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Estate 
Files, Plymouth, image 460 of 1362. File is empty, only says “see records.”
119 Will of James Packard, Sept. 24, 1765, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Records, 1633-1967, Probate records 
1763-1771 vol 19-20, p. 356-358, image 212, 213 of 641. Courtesy of Family Search. In the last two pages is a letter by the 
estate’s administrator, Reuben Packard on Dec. 3, 1785. He also issued an executive account in 1766, showing who had 
been paid from the estate’s funds, the following year. 
120 He also gives him half of his husbandry tools, all of his household goods and indoor movables, and all of his estate 
other than what he has given his son James. He gives his daughters Hezia, Jemima, and Rebecca 24 pounds, five shillings 
collectively plus four pence a piece to be paid to them in cattle or iron bars at market price in cash, meaning that they would
receive six pounds, one shilling each for the next four years, along with all the money which is due to him. 
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Zaccheus Packard II was the seventh child of Zaccheus and Sarah. Born in 1693, reportedly on 

September 4, he would marry Mercy Alden in 1725 and would die in 1775.121 Zaccheus II and Mercy 

would have three children. They would be Eleazer Packard (1727-1803) who was later a revolutionary 

war veteran, Simeon Packard (1726-1815), and Mercy Packard (1738-1775).122 Little is known about 

him otherwise. Other than land agreements, he lived in Bridgewater, among 13 other Packards.123 He 

was one of the nine Packards who signed a petition in favor of creating a West Bridgewater township.

John Packard was the eighth child of Zaccheus and Sarah. Born on Oct. 6, 1695, he would 

marry Lydia Thompson in Feb. 1725, and die in 1728.124 He will be explained more in the next chapter.

Abiel Packard was the ninth and final child of Zaccheus and Sarah. Born on Apr. 29, 1699, he

would die in 1774, not in 1776, and hence would not be a “famous captain in the revolutionary war” as 

is asserted in some sources.125 More about his role as a Captain will be explained later. Other sources 

would confirm his birth and deaths dates and assert he married Sarah Ames in 1723 and Deliverance 

Washburn in 1771.126 Like David and Solomon, he would have a role in the local church, if Bradford 

Kingman’s History of North Bridgewater has any merit. Specifically, he would be a treasurer of the 

North Parish in Bridgewater (1738-1743, 1762), approve certain preachers, sell pews, and help 

improvement the local church (from 1739-1740).127 In 1744, he would pay a higher tax than other 

121 See Zaccheus Packard II’s gravestone on Find A Grave which says he died in his 82nd year of age. U.S. and 
International Marriage Records, 1560-1900 says he was born in 1693 and married Mercy in 1725. There is also a gravestone
for his wife Mercy saying she died in May 12, 1775, while he died in Nov. 8, 1775 and was married to Zaccheus. 
122 See the gravestones for Eleazer, Simeon, and Mercy. They apparently had three other children.
123 Plymouth, Bridgewater, Land Records, 1672-1834, Massachusetts, Town Clerk, Town and Vital Records, 1626-2001, 
p. 260, image 150 of 767. Courtesy of Family Search; Tax List of the Inhabitants of the Northern Part of Bridgewater West 
Precinct, 1738, Massachusetts State Archives, Vol. 114, p. 230; List of Inhabitants of Bridgewater West Precinct, Feb. 
1738, Massachusetts State Archives, Vol. 114, 226; Petition submitted to the general court by inhabitants of West 
Bridgewater, June 15, 1738, Massachusetts State Archives, Vol. 114, p. 203; Tax valuation of inhabitants of Bridgewater 
and Stoughton, 1739, Massachusetts State Archives, Vol. 114, p. 207. Abiel, David, David (Jr.), George, James, John, 
Jonathan, Seth, Solomon, and William Packard signed the petition.
124 This comes from Family Data Collection - Individual Records. Also see his Find A Grave entry.
125 See his gravestone on Find A Grave. This proves he died in 1774.
126 The Family Data Collection – Births and Family Data Collection - Individual Records says he was born in 1699, the 
latter asserting he married Sarah Ames. Massachusetts, Marriages, 1633-1850 and the Millennium File says he married 
Sarah Ames in 1723. Massachusetts, Marriages, 1633-1850 says he married Deliverance Washburn in 1771. Massachusetts, 
Town Death Records, 1620-1850 says he died on June 1, 1774. Mayflower Births and Deaths, Vol. 1 and 2 just gives 
general information. Mayflower Deeds and Probates, 1600-1850 summarizes his deeds and probates. Also see the 
gravestones of Sarah Ames and Deliverance Washburn.
127 Kingman, History of North Bridgewater, 20, 85, 88, 113, 206, 211-212.
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Packards, possibly indicating he owned more land than them, and would confirm the sale of pews the 

same year. He would also serve on the committee of the North Parish (1746-1748, 1750, 1752, 1754, 

1756-1758, 1760-1761, 1763-1769), vote to furnish the meeting house in 1748, serve as a selectman 

(1750-1751), and serve in the militia from 1762 to 1774, going from the rank of ensign to captain by 

the end of his service.128 On June 19, 1773, he would write his will while he was “weak in body.” He 

gives his Deliverance one cow, 30 pounds, and his estate. His son Josiah received his lands in 

Bridgewater. He distributed his other possessions to his three of his children, dividing his estate with 

the following each getting a third: his daughter Sarah (widow of Ebenezer Snell), his daughter, 

Betty/Bettie (wife of Jacob Edson), and his son Benjamin.129 He also made Benjamin the executor of 

his estate. The land acquisition by Abiel was continued by his children.130 

Joshua, Luther, Thomas, Josiah, Daniel, and Timothy were among those who acquired land. 

Their land acquisitions were wide and ranging. While the probates of these children and others is not 

known, it was evident for Timothy. Dying on November 22, 1782, as a “yeoman” his wife Sarah Alden

and son Bethuel managed his estate, which was ultimately divided between his children.131 His 

inventory, when listed in February 1783, consisted of books, varying apparel, quick stock, hay & oats, 

128 Ibid, 88, 94, 112-113, 201, 203, 206, 292-293. By 1774, he was militia captain (originally he was ensign in 1762, 
serving from that point) with Issac Packard. Other militia captains included: David Packard in 1780, Robert and Lennel 
Packard in 1783 (Robert again in 1796), Adin Packard (1817), Abiel Packard (1819) & Charles T. Packard (1862).
129 Probate of Abiel Packard of Bridgewater, 1774, Case no. 15026, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Estate Files,
images 159 and 160 of 1563; Last will and testament of Abiel Packard, 1774, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate 
Records vol 21-23, p. 624-625, images 299 and 300 of 827. His probate estate records are non-existent, just saying “see 
records” but other records as noted here and here fill in the gaps. He calls Joshua a yeoman, gives him 5 shillings to be 
delivered within 12 months of his death, the same for Thomas, Timothy, Daniel, and Eliab?. Betty also gets a bed and case 
of drawers. He also gave Benjamin a land grant 2 miles north Bridgewater called [something] brook and he gives his son 
Timothy the orchards, buildings, and such on the same premises as his house. Elizabeth Edson and Josiah Packard not 
mentioned. Neither is Abiel Packard, Jr., since he is dead by this point.
130 Within Massachusetts Land Records see: Book 24, 95; book 47, p. 144; Book 51, p. 67-69; Book 52, p. 170; book 56, 
p. 92; Book 57, p. 155, 165, 178-179, 218; book 58, p. 41, 56; book 62, p. 13; book 68, p. 113; book 69, p. 165; book 71, p. 
83; book 89, p. 10.
131 Probate of Timothy Packard of Bridgewater, 1782, case no. 15185, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Estate 
Files, image 266, 268, 270, 273, 277, 278, 279, 280, 284, 286, 288, 290, 291, 293, 296, 298, 300, 302, 304, 306, 308 of 
1333. On April 3, 1783, his estate was divided between Abiah and Ebenezer Packard, Matthew Kingman, Sarah Packard 
(Timothy’s wife), Bethuel Packard (a son), Calvin Packard (a son), Luther Packard (a son), and Josiah Edson Packard (a 
son). As a result of this agreement, in Aug, 1783, Sarah sold ten acres of land given to Josiah but since she is a guardian she 
has the legal right to sell it. In June 1793, there is a sale of Timothy’s estate which consists of 22 acres of land, paying her 
son Josiah the money from the land even though she is the guardian. Bethual Packard becomes Luther’s guardian in Feb. 
1783, being under 14 years of age. See the Find A Grave records for Timothy, Luther, Sarah, and Sarah Alden. 
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hayseed and flax in straw, outdoor movables, and charcoal, among other possessions. It would not be 

until August 1783 when his estate was settled, by which time Sarah Alden had become the guardian of 

her three sons Josiah, Timothy, and Perez, and one daughter Sarah Packard, mostly under age 14. 

Some talk about how the father of Zaccheus’s wife, Sarah Howard, was one of the first 

settlers in Massachusetts, settling in Duxbury and becoming “one of the town’s original proprietors and

settlers” in Bridgewater, there’s no need to expand upon that here. Zaccheus was described in the same 

history as dying on August 3, 1723, and was said to be married in Bridgewater, dates which were 

supported by varied records, including Find A Grave entries.132 Within the division and inventory of 

Zaccheus’s estate in May 1725, it used this same date, so it is clear that he died on August 3. His 

inventory, also reprinted in his estate files, notes that he owned sheets & table linen, a box, chests, 

barrels, loom with tackling, iron candlesticks, a brown cow, a black cow, an old horse, a cow, and steer,

among much more.133 Like the other Packards mentioned in previous chapters, he was a farmer.There 

are many more records I could have looked at for this chapter, including land records.134 

Even without using those records, it is my hope that this chapter shed more light on another 

part of the Packard family’s story. With available resources I was able to add necessary historical 

context in order to improve the family story. The next chapter will move onto the next generation, 

132 Some cite The Mayflower Descendants, Vol. 14, 1921, p. 206 as a source for his death. The varied records I am 
referring to are Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records and North America, Family Histories, along with the Find A Grave 
entries for Zaccheus and Sarah respectfully.
133 Probate of Zaccheus Packard consisting of his inventory and division of lands, May 1725, Massachusetts, Plymouth 
County, Probate Records, Probate Records vol 5-5T, p. 74-76, images 67 and 68 of 596; Probate of Zaccheus Packard of 
Bridgewater, 1725, case no. 15193, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Estate Files, images 454, 456 of 1333; 
Giving his land to his sons, July 13, 1723, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds vol 15-17, p. 101, image 579 of 
709. He also owns books and apparel, the bed of a widow (his late wife), other beds and furniture, tables, chairs, tubs, trays, 
wooden dishes & other lumber, iron and brass vessels, fire tools, pewter, glass, and earthen vessels and spoons, iron objects,
lot of meadow, part of lots in Cedar Swamp, fifth part of two twenty acre lots. He must have known he was sick because on 
July 23 he divided his land up with four of his sons (Solomon, James, Zaccheus, and John): The land is that which follows 
the East side of the Salisbury river, consisting of 11 acres, which is divided up, and 2 which are not. All of those acres are 
part of the Meadow & Meadowish Grand. Solomon gets six acres, Zaccheus and John get four acres, and James gets three 
acres. 
134 Here are the records that were not used in this text, relating to Abiel, Jonathan, David, Joshua, Zachariah, Daniel (1682-
1731), Jonathan (1684-1746), and likely Abigail (married to Jonathan) which can be found within Massachusetts Land 
Records 1620-1986, clicking on Plymouth County, on Family Search: book 3, p. 147-148; book 22, p. 216; book 28, p. 134;
book 33, p. 45, 153-164, book 36, p. 105; Book 37, 116-121; book 38, p. 165-168; book 39, p. 25-27, 39, 113-117; Book 
40, p. 111, 180-181; Book 41, p. 143; book 42, p. 119, book 49, p. 26-27; book 51, p. 261; book 60, p. 74; book 62, p. 13; 
book 67, p. 76. These are just a few examples of the available records. 
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focusing on the family of John Packard and Lydia. Not as much about them is known as the children of

Zaccheus and Sarah, but they have the distinction of being the first generation of Packards who 

participated in the Revolutionary War since most of the Packards of the generation, noted in this 

chapter, would have been too old to hold any position with a few exceptions. Let us move forward to 

the story of John, Lydia, and the children of the second generation removed from Samuel Packard, Sr. 
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A field on the Town River, West Bridgewater Massachusetts, April 2010. Courtesy of Wikimedia. This, apart from the 
paved road and powerlines would have looked like a part of a Bridgewater farm at the time.



Chapter VII: The family of John and Lydia

The gravestones of Lydia (left), Abel (middle), and Barnabas (right) in Dawes Cemetery in Cummington, MA. John 
Packard, Lydia's husband, is buried in Brockton's First Parish Burying Ground, with the stone severely damaged.

Like the families of Zaccheus and Sarah, Samuel and Elizabeth, general histories start one with 

the bare framework of their lives and story. This chapter aims to expand that understanding.

John Packard was born in Bridgewater in 1695, reportedly on October 8. He was the eighth 

child born to Zaccheus and Sarah. He married, at a date not known, a woman named Lydia Thomson 

(not Thompson as some sources assert), born in Halifax, Massachusetts in April 1703, the daughter of 

Abigail Wadsworth and Jacob Thomson.135 She would outlive John by 48 years, dying on March 15, 

1786, while he died on June 3, 1738, which will be discussed later in this chapter. He would buy land 

within Bridgewater, in 1711 or 1712 from one “Elizabeth Packard” and a tract called West Lands, 

which was near James Packard’s land, from John Snell in May 1719.136

135 See the Find A Grave entries for John Packard, Lydia Thomson, Abigail Wadsworth, and Jacob Tomson.
136 Agreement between John and Elizabeth Packard, Mar. 7, 1711/1712, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds 
vol 21-22, p. 119-120, image 383 of 495; Agreement between John Packard and John Snell, May 15, 1719, Massachusetts 
Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds vol 15-17, p. 99, images 577 and 578 of 709. 
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John and Lydia had six children. Their first child was Lydia Packard, who was claimed to be 

born on December 27, 1726 and marrying Jesse Edson on March 26, 1754, but the gravestone of Jesse 

Edson’s wife shows a woman named Lydia Titus, not Packard, and throws her whole story into 

question.137 Hence, nothing else can be determined about her, not even if she bought or was granted any

tracts of land which are within the land records of Massachusetts which show a “Lydia Packard.”

Their second child was Abel Packard. Born in 1729, reportedly on September 8, married a 

woman named Esther Porter in either 1750 or 1751, likely in Abington, Massachusetts.138 They would 

have four children: Adam (1758-1810), Lydia (1760-1836), Theophilius D. (1769-1835), and Abigail 

(1779-1781). Sometime between 1729 and 1775, Abel, Esther, and their children would move to 

Cummington, Massachusetts, where he would live until his death in 1804. Between 1775 and 1780, 

nine town meetings would be held at Abel’s house, where he, an ensign in the local militia, would often

serve as a moderator.139 At the March 6, 1780 meeting, at his house, he would be elected as a “hog 

reave,” the same meeting that Deacon Barnabas Packard would be chosen as a selectman, and a Lt. 

John Packard would be chosen to sit on the committee of correspondence. A hog reeve or hog reave 

was an officer/sheriff who had the duty of preventing or appraising damage by pigs (or hogs) running 

wild through a town, impounding such animals.140 Rules in many New England towns at the time 

required hogs to wear collars around their necks and have “rings in their noses,” to reduce the damage 

they would cause to gardens and crops, with punishments for not controlling such animals. If an animal

137 See the Find A Grave entries for Lydia Titus Edson, Jesse Edson, and Joseph Edson. The land records referred here to 
in the next sentence: book 32, p. 199; book 33, p. 154; and book 39, p. 44.
138 See the Find A Grave entries for Abel Packard, Esther Porter, Adam Packard, Lydia Packard, Theophilius D. Packard, 
and Abigail Packard. Massachusetts, Marriages says he married Esther Porter on Jan. 24, 1750 in Abington, while another 
source says it was in 1751. The Massachusetts Town and Vital Records says he died on Mar. 4, 1804.
139 Town Records, Hampshire, Cummington, Massachusetts Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, p. 35, 38-47, images 
25, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 of 162. As noted in Helen H. Foster and William W. Streeter’s Only One Cummington: A Book in 
Two Parts (Cummington, MA: William W. Streeter, 1974), Deacon Packard was given the liberty to create a forge in 
Cummington, and it was later called the "great Cummington Forge" (p. 255), there is also a lawsuit by original proprietor of
Cummington, Abel Packard against the proprietors of plantation number five in Cummington; lawsuit in Oct. 1791, he won 
over 26 pounds from the court (p. 424), and notes how Barnabas Packard built an "early American colonial brick house" in 
the late 18th century or early 19th century (sometime between 1795 and 1821) (p. 348)
140 John Russell Bartlett, Dictionary of Americanisms: A Glossary of Words and Phrases Usually Regarded as Peculiar to 
the United States (Fourth Edition, Boston: Little Brown and Company, 1889), 289. This position which existed in New 
England and was used throughout the 18th and 19th centuries.
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got loose and became “a nuisance in the community,” then those people assigned hog reeve (there were

five others also elected at the same time as Abel) would be tasked with “capturing the animal and 

performing the necessary chore for the owner.”141 The owner would then be charged a small fee for this

service since the hog reeve rounded up these stray animals, giving them to the pound keeper who fed 

them until they were “claimed by the owner, who paid set fees.” Furthermore, such individuals may 

have even called upon fellow inhabitants to aid them in “seizing and securing all swine going at large” 

which were causing trouble.142 Abel may have been chosen since those elected to this position were 

based on the marriage date of a man, so their economic status would be close to that of a town at-large. 

It was a “favorite jest” to appoint a newly married man to the position. Today, this position is called 

“field driver” in Massachusetts. Such offices, like surveyor of highways, which helped maintain and 

care for routes in a town, and hog reeve, were jobs within the town which were given without 

compensation.143 Such civil positions had originally appeared in England but were later used in New 

England, showing that they were still tied back to the “mother county” in some way or another even as 

some of those in the colony worked to break away. 

As the years passed, town meetings continued to be held at his house. He would have such 

meetings at his house from 1780 until 1784. At the March 6 meeting, a “Lt. John Packard” would be 

added to committee of correspondence and Barnabas would be elected as a selectman. Those in the 

141 “Description of Official Positions Held By The Inhabitants of Winnisimmet, Rumney Marsh and Pullen Point when still
a part of Boston and after separation to become the Town of Chelsea,” Our Lady of Grace Parish, Chelsea, Everett, MA, 
2007, accessed July 9, 2017. This is a good summary of what a hog reeve is.
142 “An Act to authorize the appointment of Hog Reeves in certain Districts in this Island, and to prevent the going at large 
of Swine in the same,” Apr. 3, 1865, Chapter XV, The Acts of the General Assembly of Prince Edward Island from 1863 to 
1868, Vol. III (Charlottetown: D. Laird, 1868), 112-114; Sy Montgomery, The Good Good Pig: The Extraordinary Life of 
Christopher Hogwood (New York: Random House, 2007), 46; Douglas I. Hodgkin, Frontier to Industrial City: Lewiston 
Town Politics 1768-1863 (US: Just Write Books, 2008), 46, 187; Alice Morse Earle, Home Life in Colonial Days (New 
York: Macmillan Company, 1898), 402-403; Richard Kollen, Lexington: From Liberty's Birthplace to Progressive Suburb, 
(Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2004), 18.
143 “Duties of field driver; taking up untended animals,” General Laws, Part I, Title VII, Chapter 49, Section 24, The 
General Court of the Commonwealth of MA, 2017; “Description of Official Positions Held By The Inhabitants of 
Winnisimmet, Rumney Marsh & Pullen Point when still a part of Boston & after separation to become the Town of 
Chelsea,” Our Lady of Grace Parish, Chelsea, Everett, MA, 2007, accessed July 9, 2017; Alvin Rabushka, Taxation in 
Colonial America (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2008), 171; Anne Reiber DeWindt & Edwin Brezette 
DeWindt, Ramsey: The Lives of an English Fenland Town, 1200–1600 (Washington, D.C.: Catholic University Press, 
2006), 106. One book says that hog reeve was “for the unfortunate few.” Other positions incl constable & fence viewer.
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latter position were magistrates “annually elected by the freeman of a town or township in New 

England, to superintend and manage in the affairs and government of the town.” There was usually no 

more than five individuals, almost acting like city council members, per town.144 In later years, at town 

meetings, Barnabas Packard would be appointed to a committee talking with military generals, with 

other meetings acknowledging the land he owned within the town. It would not be until March 5, 1781 

that he would be elected to a civil position, again to be a hog reeve.145 

On December 26, 1781, a death likely sent ripples through Abel and Esther’s family. Their 2-

year-old daughter, Abigail, had died. Her gravestone would read that she died at the age of 2 years, 6 

months, and five days.146 Abel and Esther would not have any more children after the death of Abigail. 

Two years later, on March 10, 1783, he would be elected to two civil positions. He would be chosen as 

a hog reeve and pound keeper.147 At the same meeting, Barnabas would be chosen as a “fence viewer” 

and Noah Packard as a "tithingsman,” who owns land in the town. A fence viewer was a person who 

was “responsible for inspecting each resident's allotted portion of the common fence and any particular 

[individual] plots to see that regulations were followed” but was not a surveyor or was concerned with 

location of a property line but tried to resolve neighborly disputes.148 As for a tithingmen or 

tithingsman, they had the duty of seizing liquor sold without a license, present any person or persons 

who engaged in “debauchery, irrelgion, prophaness, & atheisme...or idleness...or rude practises of any 

sort.” A pound keeper, also called a pounder, was a person “responsible for maintaining the district or 

144 John Russell Bartlett, Dictionary of Americanisms: A Glossary of Words and Phrases Usually Regarded as Peculiar to 
the United States (Fourth Edition, Boston: Little Brown and Company, 1889), 569.
145 Town Records, Hampshire, Cummington, Massachusetts Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, p. 46-49, 52-53, 56-61,
images 31, 32, 34, 36, 37, 38 of 162. This also supports the sentence saying he had meetings in his house from 1780 to 
1784.
146 Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988; gravestone of Abigail Packard. Also see “Deaths of Packards” on 
the Mills Family Tree and within pages 286 and 287 of Cummington’s town records. This record also lists the deaths of a 
widow Lydia Packard on Mar. 15, 1789, a Philo Packard (son of Adam and Abigail Packard) on Aug. 8, 1791, Abel Packard
on March 4, 1804, Adam Packard on July 21, 1810, Esther Packard (Abel’s wife) on May 29, 1812, Sarah Packard (wife of 
Barnabas) on Apr. 2, 1813, Deacon Barnabas Packard on Mar. 4, 1824, and many other Packards. This is used as a source 
for the death of many Packards, other than their Find A Grave entries, just as an important note.
147 Town Records, Hampshire, Cummington, MA Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, p. 68-69, image 42 of 162,.
148 “Description of Official Positions Held By The Inhabitants of Winnisimmet, Rumney Marsh and Pullen Point when still
a part of Boston and after separation to become the Town of Chelsea,” Our Lady of Grace Parish, Chelsea, Everett, MA, 
2007, accessed July 9, 2017. Solving neighborly disputes means they were mediators in a sense.
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This makes him an important person in the community at the time.



town animal pound” and was also the person who the hog reeve turned over the runaway pigs to.149 

This person would also feed rounded up animals until an owner claims them and pays a fee for the 

animals’ care while in the pound. In this case since Abel was the pound keeper and hog constable, he 

had a greater responsibility but also an easier one since he was the occupant of two civil positions 

which worked together on the same goal. In later years he would be chosen as hog constable (same as 

hog reeve), and Barnabas would be chosen as a warden.150 The pigs within New England were likely 

vicious and would require several individuals to keep them under control. You could call such hog 

reeves a form of 18th century (and also 19th century) animal control but only within certain townships.

Coming back to Abel, there is little more to say about his life. On August 23, 1784, he had 12 

pounds, 11 shillings, 9 pence on hand.151 Nothing else is known. While his death date on March 4, 1804

is known, no more of his life can be determined. Hence, there is a 20-year gap in which no original 

records exist. Even so, it is reasonable to say that Abel remained a farmer in Cummington. It is possible

he was related a man named Abel Packard, Jr. who was reportedly married on September 20, 1783 to 

Polly Brisbee.152 This man would serve as a selectman off and on from 1786 to 1795, serve as a town 

149 Ibid; John Gould, There Goes Maine! (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1990), 1244.
150 Town Records, Hampshire, Cummington, Massachusetts Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, p. 72, image 44 of 162;
The Rev. William M. Beauchamp, “History of the Town of Pompey,” Past and Present of Syracuse and Onondaga County 
(NY: S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1908), 407-415. Courtesy of RootsWeb; William Richard Cutter, “Genealogical & Family
History of Northern, NY” (US: Lewis Historical Publishing Company, Inc., 1910), 546-550. Courtesy of the New York 
Genealogy Project; Edward Miller and Frederic P. Wells, Chapter XI, History of Ryegate, Vermont (St. Johnsbury, VT: The 
Caledonian Company, 1913); David R. Brigham, “Painting Stories in the Land,” Common Place, Vol. 1, no. 3, March 2001.
Accessed July 9, 2017; Nellie, “Enoch Lawrence - Early Colonist (52 Ancestors, week 15),” Nellie’s Basket, personal 
blogpost, Apr. 16, 2014. Accessed July 9, 2017; John Russell Bartlett, Dictionary of Americanisms: A Glossary of Words 
and Phrases Usually Regarded as Peculiar to the United States (Fourth Edition, Boston: Little Brown and Company, 1889),
139-140, 739. A hog constable is same as hog reeve, an “an officer of considerable responsibility” and one of the “lesser 
offices that entailed maintaining order among his townsmen.” A warden was a town officer “with similar privileges and 
jurisdiction within his town” that justices of peace have within their towns. Also, at an April 1783 meeting, Deacon 
Packard, among others, were allowed to build a forge within town limits (the Packard family file at the Cummington 
Historical Museum says he was given permission to set up "Great Cummington Forge" in 1783 when town population was 
851). The term hog constable is an interesting one since constables are town and city officers of peace. It is not known if 
this incorporates into the title of hog constable or not.
151 Town Records, Hampshire, Cummington, Massachusetts Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, p. 43, image 29 of 162;
William W. Streeter and Daphne H. Morris, The Vital Records of Cummington, Massachusetts 1762-1900 (Cummington, 
MA: William W. Streeter, 1979), 214.
152 See the DAR Ancestor Record for a person who is likely him and Town Records, Hampshire, Cummington, 
Massachusetts Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, p. 94-117, 122-123, 126-133, 136-139, 148-151, 154-155, 160-161, 
164-165, 170-183, 186-193, 252, images 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 69, 71, 72, 73, 74, 76, 77, 82, 83, 
85, 88, 90, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 134 of 162.
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clerk from 1796 to 1802, sometimes serving as a moderator of town meetings. Even so, he never had 

much money on hand, especially in the 1790s.153 He would also be on a list of voters, like Abel 

Packard, in 1797, and would be one of the 5 Packard households living in Cummington in 1790.

The third child of John and Lydia was Abiah Packard. This person was born, reportedly on 

August 5, 1731, and may have married Solomon Jay in 1784, although this cannot be confirmed.154 

Little about their life is known. While an Abiah bought land from a “David Packard” which sat on 

Beaver Brook and was westerly from the land of Zaccheus Packard, this man is the son of David.155 

The same year, this David Packard sold numerous tracts of lands to other Packards in Bridgewater. 

The rest of their life is not known. A man with the same name was a drunken laborer engaged in

“excessive drinking” and had an illness, throwing his family into “suffering circumstances.”156 

Considering his drunkenness, its no surprise his estate was taken away! This man, described as an 

“intemperate person” had Abel Kingman, likely a relative, made as his guardian from March 1818 until

July 1827, at least.157 Saying he was intemperate is being too nice. He was likely boisterous and hostile

to his family, friends, and all those close to him. is Furthermore, his estate began to be sold off. This 

Abel received permission to sell off parts of the estate, which included possessions such as real estate, a

house, a looking glass, plates, cookery, wooden ware, tin ware, iron ware, two tables, two chests, 

books, baskets, wearing apparel, 2 beds, and pewter cups, very little by Packard family standards, while

other Packards administered his estate.158 It seems that this man is the same as Abiah Packard who was 

153  Town Records, Hampshire, Cummington, Massachusetts Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, p. 140-141, 148-149, 
152-153, 158-159, 297, images 78, 82, 84, 87, 156 of 162; RootsWeb, “Cummington, Hampshire County, MA 1790 Census
Sorted By Head of Household,” accessed July 9, 2017. Packard, Abel Ens.; Packard, Abel Jr.; Packard, Barnabas; Packard, 
George; Packard, George Jr. are listed on the 1790 census.
154 Town Records 1762-1860, Hampshire, Cummington, Massachusetts Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, 1626-2001, 
p. 251, image 133 of 162, courtesy of Family Search; In a Packard Family History it is implied that Abiah was female, 
saying that this person married Edward Southworth on Dec. 15, 1750. However, this seems to be another fact mix-up as 
Abiah may have been male. While the birth of Abiah cannot be proven, many other Packards can be proven using this.
155 Land Agreement between Abiah Packard and David Packard, Jan. 4, 1754, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, 
Deeds vol 43, p. 196, images 429, 430, and 431 of 610.
156 Estate of Abiah Packard, 1818, Case no. 15025, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Estate Files, 1686-1915, 
Plymouth, Case no 15016-15077, Overton, Sarah-Packard, Emma L., image 143 of 1563, courtesy of Family Search.
157 Ibid, images 145, 152, 154, 156, and 158 of 1563.
158 Ibid, images 140, 147, 149, and 150 of 1563.

                                                                                  Page 49

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RDQ-9BT?i=149&wc=921C-W38%3A208834501%2C210674701&cc=1918549
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RDQ-95R?i=148&wc=921C-W38%3A208834501%2C210674701&cc=1918549
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RDQ-SSM?i=146&wc=921C-W38%3A208834501%2C210674701&cc=1918549
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RDQ-SW3?i=139&wc=921C-W38%3A208834501%2C210674701&cc=1918549
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GRDQ-SDX?i=157&wc=921C-W38%3A208834501%2C210674701&cc=1918549
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RDQ-9B3?i=155&wc=921C-W38%3A208834501%2C210674701&cc=1918549
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RDQ-SST?i=153&wc=921C-W38%3A208834501%2C210674701&cc=1918549
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RDQ-SQN?i=151&wc=921C-W38%3A208834501%2C210674701&cc=1918549
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RDQ-SQN?i=151&wc=921C-W38%3A208834501%2C210674701&cc=1918549
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RDQ-S9Q?i=144&wc=921C-W38%3A208834501%2C210674701&cc=1918549
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RDQ-S36?i=142&wc=921C-W38%3A208834501%2C210674701&cc=1918549
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9Z7-RSX8?i=430&wc=MCBL-SWG%3A361612701%2C361671601&cc=2106411
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9Z7-RSQ7?i=429&wc=MCBL-SWG%3A361612701%2C361671601&cc=2106411
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99Z7-RSHP?i=428&wc=MCBL-SWG%3A361612701%2C361671601&cc=2106411
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L979-H9F6?i=120&wc=Q4DC-W3J%3A353350301%2C353404001%2C353404002&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L979-H9DB?i=132&wc=Q4DC-W3J%3A353350301%2C353404001%2C353404002&cc=2061550
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nyne/hampshire_ma/1790/cummington-ma.htm
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-9979-H9PT?i=155&wc=Q4DC-W3J%3A353350301%2C353404001%2C353404002&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-8979-H9RX?i=86&wc=Q4DC-W3J%3A353350301%2C353404001%2C353404002&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-9979-H96X?i=83&wc=Q4DC-W3J%3A353350301%2C353404001%2C353404002&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-8979-H9NJ?i=81&wc=Q4DC-W3J%3A353350301%2C353404001%2C353404002&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-8979-H9JZ?i=77&wc=Q4DC-W3J%3A353350301%2C353404001%2C353404002&cc=2061550


the third child of John and Lydia. However, nothing confirms or denies that this is the same person. 

Hence, nothing else is known about their life.

The fourth child of John and Lydia was Abigail Packard. Some say that she was born on 

October 8, 1733 and married a man named George Packard (what is the relation?) on May 15, 1766. 

Certain records give the same information as was noted by some genealogists, but it cannot be 

confirmed or denied if the dates are correct. There is also a probate for a woman named Abigail 

Packard in 1774 (case no. 15028), but she is the wife of Zachariah Packard, who was discussed earlier. 

There is also an Abigail Packard who was born in 1735 but her mother and father are not the same.159

The fifth child of John and Lydia was John Packard II. Born on November 6, 1735, he 

married Sarah Hammond in 1763 and Hannah Vinson sometime in the autumn of 1774.160 He was 

reportedly a Deacon of Bridgewater’s Church of Christ from 1792 until his death in 1807. It is evident 

that his mother, Lydia, granted him 17 acres of land on May 31, 1758.161 Due to the number of John 

Packards, it cannot be determined if any of the other land records apply to him or to another John 

Packard. He likely served in the Revolutionary War.162 Furthermore, census information shows a Lt 

John Packard living in Plainfield. This man is undoubtedly the same as John Packard II and was living 

with his wife and family as noted on the 1790 and 1800 censuses.163 On July 28, 1806, he wrote his 

159 Find A Grave entry for Abigail Packard Perkins.
160 Massachusetts, Town Marriage Records notes the marriage of John to Sarah Hammond in 1763. Massachusetts, Town 
and Vital Records, 1620-1988 notes John’s birth, death, and marriage to Sarah on Mar. 16, 1763. It also notes his marriage 
to Hannah Vinson on 3 Sep 1774 or Oct. 12 1774. The Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 notes his birth, 
death, and 1774 marriage. Massachusetts Marriages notes his marriage to Sarah Hammond and to Hannah Vinson. Family 
Data Collection - Marriages notes his marriage in 1763. Also see the Find A Grave entries for Deacon John Packard, 
Hannah Vinson, and Sarah Hammond. 
161 Land Grant by Lydia Packard to her son John Packard, May 31, 1758, Plymouth, Deeds vol 48-49, Massachusetts Land 
Records, p. 35, image 46 of 582. The church likely does not stand today even with the large number of churches in the 
town. There is a John Packard who bought eight acres of land from the Reynolds family but this is the husband of a person 
named Lydia Packard (not out Lydia), putting all of the other entries into question, as it cannot be confirmed this is the same
John Packard. The same applies for land records within book 51, specifically pages 183 and 195-196.
162 A John Packard was a captain in David Brewer's MA regiment, 1775-1776, but this record notes a 22-year-old John 
Packard enlisting but our John Packard would have been older.
163 The 1800 Federal Census notes the following breakdown of people in his household: one man 16-25, one man over 45, 
one woman age 10-15, one woman age 16-25, one woman over age 45. In 1790, it lists a Lieutenant Lt John Packard with 
the following in his household: one man under age 16, 2 men over age 16, and three women.
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will. He mentioned his son John (executor of will), daughters Rachel and Rebecca, along with 

grandchildren, but not his wife Hannah since she was dead by this point.164

The sixth child of John and Lydia was Barnabas (or Barnabus) Packard I. While some say he 

was born in 1737, it is clear he was born in 1738, by using the information from his gravestone, but his 

exact birth day of March 3 cannot be verified.165 His family will be the focus of the next chapter of this 

book, which will further add to the Packard’s family story.

The story ends with John Packard and Lydia. Some say that John built the first grist mill in 

North Bridgewater, operating it until his death. Dying on June 3, 1738, he was 43 years old.166 Only a 

few months after his death, on September 22, his wife, Lydia, became the administrator of the estate in 

a bond signed by James and Abiel, who were John’s brothers undoubtedly.167 Even though she was an 

administrator of the estate, she reportedly moved with her sons Abel and Barnabas to Cummington, 

Massachusetts, possibly for better farmland, while John Packard II moved to Plainfield. As some put it,

she lived to an on old age, maintaining “close ties with her children,” dying at the age of 86.168 

There is little left to finish the story of John and Lydia’s family. While there is less 

information than the last chapter, there are many stories to tell.169 

164 Will of John Packard II, July 28, 1806, probate records vol 25-26 1807-1810, p. 63-64, images 77 and 78 of 683.
165 Gravestone of Barnabas Packard.
166 Gravestone of John Packard. Massachusetts, Town Death Records, 1620-1850 confirms he died in 1738.
167 Probate of John Packard of Bridgewater, 1738, Case no. 15113, Massachusetts, Plymouth County, Probate Estate Files, 
image 511 of 1362. There is an entry for an administration bond for John Packard in 1741 but it is not known if this is the 
same person as John Packard who died in 1738.
168 Gravestone of Lydia Tomson Packard. Some say that the family reportedly lived near Packard Bridge was “hotly 
contested in the revolutionary war” with Pope’s Bridge near its current location. Neither bridge can be found on a search of 
the area. While the story seems plausible, nothing can support this assertion that is currently known. Mitchell’s history of 
Bridgewater claims that the bridge was also called Pope’s Bridge and Jennings’ Bridge but this cannot be confirmed.
169 Only One Cummington records Adam Packard, Justice of Peace, noting how a militiaman who failed to show up for 
training in 1809 (p. 425), and displays map of Cummington in 1831 (p. 188-189). This “local history volume” is helpful for 
anyone who wants to learn more about the town.
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Chapter VIII: Barnabas and Sarah’s family
1

By June 3, 1738, when his father, John, died, Barnabas Packard I was only a baby. As discussed

in the previous chapter, he was the sixth child born in Bridgewater to John and Lydia. If he was born on

March 3, as some sources indicate, he would have been three months old when his father died. Hence, 

even if this birth date is wrong, the fact is that he never would have known his father. In order to 

continue this story, it is worth telling the story of Barnabas Packard I, his would-be wife named Sarah 

Ford, and their children who lived in Cummington, Massachusetts. 

John was the youngest child of John and Lydia, and that he married a 21-year-old woman 

named Sarah Ford, daughter of Jacob Ford and Sarah Pool, on November 27, 1760. He was age 22, as 

his gravestone proves, and making it clear it had been 22 years since his father had passed away.170 

Barnabas Packard I and Sarah Ford had seven children. One of their children reportedly died at 

the age of one month. Their first child was Barnabas Packard II, born May 19, 1764 in Bridgewater. He

would later marry a woman named Mary Nash and have at least three children as noted in the next 

chapter.171 Their second child was Polly (or Polley), born in 1766. Before her death on Mar. 15, 1846, 

170 Gravestone of Barnabas Packard I; Gravestone of Sarah Ford Packard; gravestone of Jacob Ford; gravestone of Sarah 
Pool Ford. Jacob died in 1794, fighting as a private in the revolutionary war, and his wife, Sarah Pool, died in 1788.
171 Gravestone of Barnabas Packard II; William W. Streeter and Daphne H. Morris, The Vital Records of Cummington, 
Massachusetts 1762-1900 (Cummington, MA: William W. Streeter, 1979), 139. Gravestones of Polley Packard Gloyd (also 
called Molly as some records indicate), Benjamin Gloyd, Benjamin Gloyd (son), and Sarah Gloyd Crosby. 

                                                                                  Page 52

Man named Wilson looking over a fence. This photo is used for this chapter because 
Barnabas was a “fence viewer.”

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=64880397
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=64880506
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=64880505
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=64880519
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=54881520
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=25182544
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=25182544
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=24432435
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=55315188
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=55315257


Polly would marry Benjamin Gloyd (1756-1833) and would have two children with him: Benjamin 

Gloyd (1803-1872) and Sarah Gloyd (1808-1872). Barnabas and Sarah’s third child was 

Pollicarpus/Pollycarpus “Carpus” Packard, born in 1767 or 1768, possibly on January 26. He would 

marry a woman named Ruth Nash on February 16, 1795, six years after his brother Barnabas married a 

woman named Mary Nash.172 Before his death on October 6, 1836, Carpus would have four children 

with Ruth Nash. They would be Nancy, Mehitable, Joel, and Clarissa.

Barnabas and Sarah had many other children. Their fourth child was Bartimeas (also spelled 

Bartimeus) Packard. Born 

in 1769, he would marry 

Nabby Abigail Packard, the

daughter of George 

Packard and Abigail, in 

1794.173 Some have said 

that the name of Bartimeas 

means that “somebody in 

the Packard family must 

have had a bizarre 

imagination.” That sentiment seems more apt for the name Pollycarpus! Bartimeas and Nabby had 10 

children, born in Macedon, Wayne County, New York: Hervey, Philander, Ira, Sally, Rhoda, Norton, 

George, Norton, Bartimeus, and Adoniram Juidson.

172 The Find A Grave entries of Ruth Nash Packard, Mary Nash Packard and  Carpus Packard; William W. Streeter and 
Daphne H. Morris, The Vital Records of Cummington, Massachusetts 1762-1900 (Cummington, MA: William W. Streeter, 
1979), 141. The entry for Ruth says the following: “Ruth was the daughter of Solomon Nash Sr. and Martha Patty Hawes.” 
Solomon Nash was likely this man who died in 1801. 
173  Gravestones for Nancy Packard, Mehitable Packard, Joel Packard, and Clarissa Packard. Find A Grave entries for 
Bartimeus Packard and Nabby Abigail Packard; William W. Streeter and Daphne H. Morris, The Vital Records of 
Cummington, Massachusetts 1762-1900 (Cummington, MA: William W. Streeter, 1979), 139. Entries for Hervey, 
Philander, Ira, Sally, Rhoda, Norton, George, Norton, Bartimeus, and Adoniram Juidson, all with the last name of Packard. 
Also see “Some Interesting Moments About the Pioneers of Perinton.” 
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There were three other children of Barnabas and Sarah. Their fifth child was Cyrus Packard, the

last one of their children born in Bridgewater, with the others born in Cummington. Born in 1771, 

possibly on February 26, he and his brothers Bartimeus and John Ford Packard migrated to New York 

State in 1792 to the 640 acres of land that their father, Barnabas, had bought in Macedon the year 

before. By 1800, Cyrus was farming east of Macedon. 7 years later he opened a popular tavern in the 

hamlet of Egypt along the stagecoach route between Canadaigua and Rochester, becoming one of the 

biggest landowners. He took a leading role in local politics, becoming assessor of highways and 

assessor. Before his death on July 9, 1825, in Perinton, New York, he would marry Sally Pullin, and 

later Leah Beal, having eight or nine children with her.174

John Ford Packard, the 6th child of Barnabas and Sarah, was born in Cummington, 

Massachusetts in 1776. He would live until September 26, 1849, dying in Lenawee County, Michigan. 

He married Amity Braley (1st) and Mariah P. Compton (2nd), reportedly having twelve children.175 The 

last child born to Barnabas and Sarah was Philander Packard. Born in 1778, reportedly on January 26, 

he died on April 24, 1861 at the age of 83.176 He was married to Mary Polly Hill, who died on May 31, 

1826 at age 46. They had one child named Royal (1804-1884). While some are right when they say, 

“with a name like that, he was likely to marry at all!,” it is worth noting that Philander lived without 

marrying for 35 years, much of his adult life, which is a bit unusual. Barnabas and Sarah may have had 

another daughter named Silivia (1774-1840) who died in Lenawee County, Michigan.177

174 The information for this paragraph comes from Cyrus Packard’s Find A Grave entry, two articles attached to that entry 
titled “Cyrus Packard was Egypt’s “Mr. Everything”” and “Our First Supervisor Was A Tavern Keeper,” likely both within 
the Fairport Herald-Mail, the entry for Lucretia Packard Hannan, “Egypt Historic District,” “Egypt Historic District – The 
Early Years,” “Bought Land In Perinton At 20c Per Acre,” and “Fairport is 100 Years Old, Records Show.” Also see book 
85, p. 210-211 within Massachusetts Land Records 1620-1686 for a land record involving him. Perinton was a town that 
was created in 1820 and expanding its jurisdiction. There also varied cards within this set which relate to Cyrus Packard. 
Cyrus was recorded in the New York, Tax Assessment Rolls of Real Personal Estates, 1799 to 1804, like his son of the 
same name.
175 Gravestone and entry for John Ford Packard, Sr.
176 Gravestones of Philander Packard, Royal L. Packard, and Mary Polly Hill Packard. Some say that Philander died on 
May 31, 1826, but this again was a mix-up as Philander’s wife, Mary, died on that day, not Philander.
177 Gravestone of Silvia Packard Smith. Tried to request management rights of this entry and was denied.
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While the lives of Barnabas and Sarah’s children are varied, the story of Barnabas is abundantly

clear. With new records, we can add, and enhance the existing narrative. For one, a fence viewer was a 

political job for the moderately well off, in places such as Boston, and elsewhere in Massachusetts.178 

Adding to this is the description of the civil position itself. As noted on page 48, a fence viewer is a 

person “responsible for inspecting each resident's allotted portion of the common fence and any 

particular [individual] plots to see that regulations were followed” but not a surveyor or concerned with

location of a property line. Hence, they try to resolve neighborly disputes within a jurisdiction.

Barnabas’s civil service is why a DAR “Patriot” but there there is more than just that.179 For 

one, he was a moderator of a town meeting in Cummington in October 1772 (then two times in 

November 1773). This means he would settle within Cummington that year or the previous year.180 

Meetings continued to be held in houses of Packards through the years, including his brother Abel, and 

within his own dwelling. This showed that the Packard family was active in local government. He even

served as a moderator of town meetings off and on from 1775 to 1780.181 Later, he would be chosen as 

town clerk in 1779, when he was called a Deacon (the reason for which is not known), elected as a 

selectman, serving from May 1780 until March 1786, almost without interruption, and joining the 

committee, also in 1780. He is also given the “liberty” to sell a forge at meetings in April and May 

1783. It would be at the March 10, 1783 meeting of the town in which Barnabas Packard and Benjamin

Town (died in 1811) would be chosen as fence viewers.182 Based on records of other meetings, it does 

178 Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States 1492 – Present (New York: HarperCollins, 2005, Fifth Edition), 
57. Full quote is “James Henretta has shown that while the rich ruled Boston, there were political jobs for the moderately 
well-off, as “cullers of stoves,” “measurer of coal baskets” and “fence viewer” and cites Henretta, James. “Economic 
Development and Social Structure of Colonial Boston,” William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Series, Vol. 22, Jan. 1965.
179 Also see Family Data Collection - Births which says he was born in 1737. Family Data Collection - Individual Records 
notes his birth year, his parents, and birth place. Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 notes his marriage to 
Sarah Ford on November 27, 1760. Within the Cummington Historical Museum is a framed deed involving Barnabas 
Packard! I tried to take a picture of this, but like other pictures I took in that room, they didn’t turn out.
180 Town Records, Hampshire, Cummington, Massachusetts, Town Clerk and Vital Records, p. 26-29, images 21, 22 of 
162.
181 Town Records, Hampshire, Cummington, Massachusetts, Town Clerk and Vital Records, p. 32-37, 40-45, 48-53, 56-
71, image 24, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30, 32, 33, 34, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, of 162. There are a slight periods when he is not a
selectman, and some other periods, but it is mostly a constant.
182 Town Records 1762-1860, Hampshire, Cummington, Massachusetts Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, p. 68, 72, 
image 42, 44 of 162; grave of Benjamin Town. He would be chosen as a selectman.
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not seem that he held this position for a very long time, instead becoming a “warden” which was 

explained in the previous chapter. At later meetings he would decide where a town bridge would be 

placed, become an assessor, be part of the committee to tax, be the sealer of weights and measures, 

tithingsman, and surveyor of highways, along with other civil duties.183 As discussed in the last chapter,

a tithingsman seized unlicensed liquor, and recorded those who engaged in activities which manifested 

“debauchery, irrelgion, prophaness, & atheisme...or idleness...or rude practises of any sort.” So, this 

position enforced the existing social order in the town as a whole. 

The later years of Barnabas’s life are not clear. There is a man of the same name who married 

Sarah Hewlett on May 8, 1787, within Bristol, Massachusetts, but this is not him, as he was living in 

Cummington in 1790, and years before.184 Little about his life from 1790 to 1824 is known. There are 

two land agreements involving a Barnabas Packard of Bridgewater. It cannot be determined whether 

this is referring to Barnabas Packard I or his son of the same name.185 However, there are land 

agreements which relate to him. One, in 1765, is between varying Packards and the Edson family, 

describing Barnabas as a miller, as one of three people (Abel and John Packard as the other two) to 

gain the estate of John Packard which was released from other Packards and related families.186 The 

same year, Barnabas made a number of agreements, indicating that he lived in a corn house, and bought

lands from three other Packards (John, James, and Abel), including but not limited to lands on 

Salisbury Plains and near the Salisbury Plains River, which abutted his grist mill.

It seems abundantly clear that none of that family were supporters of the British crown.187 

183 Town Records 1762-1860, Hampshire, Cummington, Massachusetts Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, p. 76-93, 
96-97, 114-115, images 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 56, 65 of 162. 
184 Births, marriages, deaths, Bristol, Easton, Massachusetts Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, p. 165, image 102 of 
222; RootsWeb, “Cummington, Hampshire County, MA 1790 Census Sorted By Head of Household,” accessed July 9, 
2017. 
185 The first agreement is in May 1794, which entails the buying of land in Bridgewater’s South Parish. The second is an 
agreement between a Barnabas Packard and Jonas Leonard in March 1799.
186 Land transaction between Jesse Edson, Lydia Edson, 1765, Edward Southworth, Abiah Southworth, Abigail Spinster, 
Abigail Packard Spinster, Massachusetts Land Records, Plymouth, Deeds vol 50-51, p. 183, images 483, 484 of 576; 
Agreement between John, Abel, and Barnabas Packard, p. 259-260, images 559, 560, 561 of 576, The first agreement could 
be used to “prove” that Abiah is a female and a Packard, but this does not confirm that Abiah Southworth is the same as 
Abiah Packard. Find A Grave does not help solve this either. More research would be needed to figure out Abiah’s gender.
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Hence, these Packards, and their extended families were supportive of the revolutionary cause. It is 

hard to say if this was the case of other Packard families in other parts of the state. On May 11, 1813, 

nine years before his death, he wrote his will, describing himself as a Christian and yeoman, saying his 

son Barnabas will be paid $100 dollars within a year, that his daughter Molly/Polly (married into Floyd

family) will get his household furniture and great bible, and gives his son Philander all his building 

stock and outdoor movables, while making him the executor of the estate.188 It would not be until May 

4, 1824, about two months after his death, that Barnabas Packard I’s estate would be settled, with 

people trusting Philander to administer the estate. There is more than his estate. Barnabas was among 

those who voted in 1797 and owned a $44.50 pew.189 

The Packards who lived in Cummington lived in a unique place. The small “farming and 

grazing town,” situated at the foothills of the Berkshires, is at the Western end of Hampshire County, 

with the affairs of the town and church “handled together at town meetings” originally, with “thriving 

industrial growth due to the rivers and the streams which furnished water power” in the 1800s, along 

with churches of varied denominations.190 By 1830, the town’s population was only 1,200 people! To 

this day, the a “Packard tavern room” at the Cummington Historical Museum (within Kingman Tavern)

shows that Barnabas, Adam, and Abel came there in 1772. The room has photos of William H. and 

Ruth Snow, described later in this book, and the Packard family crest. 

187 This is indicated by the HTML version of “The Loyalists of Massachusetts and the Other Side of the American 
Revolution” which does not list them (nor does this), Christopher Minty’s “A List of Persons on Long Island”: Biography, 
Voluntarism, and Suffolk County’s 1778 Oath of Allegiance in the Long Island History Journal, Charles Evans’s “Oaths of 
Allegiance in Colonial New England,” or varied other resources here and here. 
188 Will of Barnabas Packard I and after death, May 11, 1813 and then 1824, Probate Records Vol. 1822-1824, p. 654-657, 
images 351 and 352 of 393; William W. Streeter and Daphne H. Morris, The Vital Records of Cummington, Massachusetts 
1762-1900 (Cummington, MA: William W. Streeter, 1979), 214, 216. He also gives to his son Polycarpus one hundred 
dollars to be distributed within 2 years of his death. Does the same for Bartimeas, but within 3 years. He also does this for 
Cyrus but within 4 years. The same goes for John Ford Packard but within 5 years.
189 Town Records, Hampshire, Cummington, Massachusetts Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, p. 297-298 images 156,
157 of 162, to name a few sources.
190 “History,” Town of Cummington, 2017. Plainfield is to the north of the town and the area itself is “nearly 23 square 
miles, the assessed land being 13,600 acres.” As W.B. Gay writes in Part First. Gazetter of Hampshire County, Mass., 
1654-1887 (Syracuse, NY: W.B. Gay & Co., 1887), Barnabas Packard was the first clerk in Cummington in 1779 (p. 223), 
Adam Packard opened "public house" (tavern) on Cummington Hill in 1785 (asserted in Only One Cummington, p. 342) (p. 
228), with Packards living in Goshen for generations (since Joshua Packard was an early settler in Goshen in 1770), even 
creating a mill, and descendants still live there as 1887 (p. 225, 256, 257, 259, 262), also a Philip, John and Noah Packard 
are noted as living in Plainfield (p. 398, 403), and “the present farm of W. H. Packard” is mentioned (p. 406).

                                                                                  Page 57

https://archive.org/details/gazetteerofhamps00gayw
https://archive.org/details/gazetteerofhamps00gayw
http://www.cummington-ma.gov/History.php
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-9979-H9TY?i=156&wc=Q4DC-W3J%3A353350301%2C353404001%2C353404002&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-9979-H9PT?i=155&wc=Q4DC-W3J%3A353350301%2C353404001%2C353404002&cc=2061550
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9YY-JS7W-Y?cat=275711
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9YY-JS7W-P?cat=275711
http://www.ma-roots.org/military/revwar/signers.html
http://genealogydecoded.com/2013/05/23/pennsylvania-oaths-of-allegiance-1727-1775/
http://www.americanantiquarian.org/proceedings/44817342.pdf
http://www.americanantiquarian.org/proceedings/44817342.pdf
https://lihj.cc.stonybrook.edu/2015/articles/a-list-of-persons-on-long-island-biography-voluntarism-and-suffolk-countys-1778-oath-of-allegiance/
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/39316?msg=welcome_stranger
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/39316/39316-h/39316-h.htm


One Packard, William, son of Adam (son of Abel Packard and Esther Porter), was a staunch 

abolitionist. During his life (1791-1870), he organized a petition asking the United States Congress to 

abolish slavery and the slave trade in DC. He also attended several abolition meetings in Northampton 

in the 1830s an 1840s, and likely helped start the Cummington abolitionist society. “Abolition 

sentiment was strong in the Packard family. His uncle, Rev. Theophilius Packard (son of Abel Packard 

and Esther Porter), was vice president of the antislavery society in Massachusetts, in the 1830s, while 

William served for 44 years as “town treasurer and as clerk, and treasurer of the First Congregational 

society.”191 He was a farmer barely making by, but was one of the “Cummington male citizens who 

influenced some of their peers to support the abolitionis[m].” To this day, the Cummington Historical 

Commission has contributions from William (among others) to the Boston Vigilance Committee, a 

letter from Jacob Norton Porter to William in 1869, and a “pocket Book belonging to William 

Packard.”192 A letter to William from Jacob shows that William may have held similar sentiments:

 “Then to believe it was called fanaticism and to preach it was a crime to be punished with 

rotten eggs, tar and feather, and sometimes the halter??? What has become of all those 

clergymen who a few years ago were such zealous advocates of the Patriarchal institution [the 

slavery of Black people]?...”

This sentiment for abolitionism is a breath of fresh air considering the slaveowning Packards in 

the past (Zachariah Packard, his wife, and children) as discussed before. Years later, Tom Packard, who

would help found the Plainfield Historical Society in 1966, received a letter from Ralph Waldo Ellison 

and his wife Fanny on December 1, 1967, which included Ralph’s thoughts on the Black experience in 

America and his own beliefs.193 This shows a connection across the generations.

191  “Four Cummington Abolitionists,” Cummington Historical Museum, accessed August 12, 2017.
192 Within Cummington Historical Commissions's  “Finding Aid for Documents, Artifacts, and Landmarks Relating to The
Antislavery Movement in Cummington, MA 1764-1865,” Cummington Historical Museum, accessed August 12, 2017. It 
was not until 2016 that William’s “survey journal” was acquired by the Cummington Historical Museum after the town 
bought it, likely as at an auction. 
193 Plainfield Historical Society, “Plainfield Massachusetts Historical Society 1961 Charter,” accessed August 12, 2017. 
The latter comes from p. 535 of Ralph Ellison by Arnold Rampersad. The "Tribute to Thomas Theodore Packard"within the
Packard family file notes that he organized the Plainfield Historical Society in 1966.
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Chapter IX: Barnabas, Mary, and Plainfield

With the death of Barnabas Packard I in 1824, there were two Barnabas Packards remaining. 

One of them was the first child son of Barnabas Packard I and Sarah Ford, and was named Barnabas 

Packard II. He was born in Bridgewater and was briefly mentioned in the previous chapter.194 His story,

that of his wife Mary Nash, and Plainfield, north of Cummington, is the subject of this chapter. 

Sometime between 1764 and 1789 he moved to Plainfield, Massachusetts, clearing the 

“wilderness for a farm in what is now Plainfield’s Maple Street” as one history put it. On September 

17, 1789, he married a Plainfield woman by the name of Mary Nash.195 While some sources say that 

her age was not recorded, using her gravestone as a guide, she would have been 28, meaning that she 

194 Birth date confirmed by Gen. Column of the " Boston Transcript". 1906-1941: 24 Jun 1908, 1108 along with Family 
Data Collection - Individual Records, while Massachusetts, Town Birth Records, 1620-1850 gives a different date.
195 Town Records, Hampshire, Cummington, Massachusetts Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, p. 254, image 135 of 
162. There was a marriage notice on July 26 (and 12) but they were married on that day, there is no doubt.
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was three years older than Barnabas. As some recent articles have indicated, this could have increased 

her mortality rate, but even if that was not the case, it doesn’t follow the trend (currently changing) of 

older men marrying younger women, so it is a different dynamic.196 This Barnabas reportedly built his 

own “home and barns” and the story goes that his wife Mary chased “a bear away from the hog-pen 

with a pitch-fork.” Considering the agricultural lifestyle they had, this story is within belief.

The town of Plainfield was not at all new. The town had begun to be settled in 1770 but was not

incorporated until 1807. Hence, Barnabas and Mary were part of the wave of settlers before 

incorporation. The area itself has moderate to rugged terrain, with some areas having relatively gentle 

hills.197 No major waterways go through Plainfield with existing local streams and brooks flowing into 

Westfield River, with such streams and brooks enough to run mills in the 19th century although they 

were not rivers. No settlements by indigenous peoples are known. It was only used as a resource area or

division between indigenous nations, while the area did not have colonial population until about 1770, 

with locals attending religious services in Cummington since the town, at the time, did not have 

religious services.198 In terms of an economy, it is relatively self-explanatory. The inhabitants were 

mainly farmers, so the economy was largely agricultural, with no railroads constructed in the area from 

1830 to 1915, apart from some small cloth shops.199 The town was small. It only had 570 people in 

1870, producing potatoes and other agricultural products like maple sugar and apples, along with cattle 

raising even in the late industrial period, and continuing to be agricultural even into the 20th century.200 

196 Alison Bonaguro, “Why Younger Women Marry Older Men (It’s Not Always About Money),” Men’s Health, Jan. 13, 
2016; Anna Petherick, “Men live longer when they marry younger spouses. Why don't women?,” The Guardian, Mar. 31, 
2016; Flannery Dean, “The reality of dating a much younger man,” Chatelaine, Feb. 24, 2014; Roger Highfield, “Why men 
like to marry younger women,” The Telegraph, Dec. 5, 2007; Ian Sample, “Marrying a younger man increases a woman's 
mortality rate,” The Guardian, May 12, 2010; Jean Lawrence, “Older Woman/Younger Man Relationships,” WebMD, 
Accessed July 11, 2017; Victoria Wells, “Older women married to younger men die sooner: study,” National Post, May 13, 
2010; Justin Lehmiller, “Older Women Who Marry Younger Men: They're Stigmatized, but Highly Satisfied,” June 14, 
2017; Valeriya Safrnova, “Younger Men, Older Women: A Pairing Becomes More Common,” New York Times, May 5, 
2017; Catherine Rampell, “On Whether Women Can (or Do) Marry Younger Men,” New York Times, Apr. 1, 2013.
197 MHC Renaissance Survey Report: Plainfield, 1982, Massachusetts Historical Commission, scanned copy published 
sometime after 2000, p. 1
198 Ibid, 2-4. Later they would have their own religious services.
199 Ibid, 4-5, 7. Later, Route 116 would go through the town center. 
200 Ibid, 6, 8.
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This would make the town a perfect place for the Packard family. They would stay in Plainfield even 

into the 1890s, when one historian, recounting the town’s genealogy, would say, they have “quite a 

family” in the area.201 This would continue for many years, with some descendants still living there.

Barnabas and Mary would have eight children. One of them, as the story goes, “died in infancy”

in 1794. Their first child was Achsah Packard. As the existing family history states, he was born on 

April 26, 1790, he died 15 months later on June 21, 1791, from a cause which is not known.202 This 

cannot be confirmed or denied. Their second child was Sally Packard, born on July 3, 1792 and died on

April 25, 1868.203 While she never married, she lived with her sister, Ruby, and Edward Beals in 

Plainfield in 1850 and just with Ruby in 1860 in the same location. Nothing else is known. Their third 

child was Barnabas Packard III. He was born on June 10, 1795, in Brockton, Massachusetts, and died 

on December 1871, living in Cummington, Massachusetts in 1800.204 Other information about him and 

his family will be explained in the next chapter.

The other five children have varied levels of documentation. Their fourth child, Patty Packard, 

was reportedly born on August 25, 1797, is said to have married Nathan Beales/Beals on July 13, 1815.

Searches on Find A Grave and elsewhere cannot confirm or deny this information. Ruby Packard, their 

fifth child, is a different story. Her gravestone shows she was born on September 29, 1799, and died on 

October 25, 1871, at age 72 and one month.205 No other information can be determined at this time. 

Some of their other children have more information on their lives, helping tell their story.

201 Charles N. Dyer, History of the Town of Plainfield, Hampshire County, Mass, From Its Settlement to 1891 
(Northampton, Mass: Press of Gazette Printing Co., 1891), 165-168. Dyer would also list the following Packards as 
residents of Plainfield at one time or another: David (p. 10, 42, 73), Wm H. (p. 13, 51, 86, 87, 127), Harold S. (p. 19, 65, 
101), Noah (p. 19), Lieut John (p. 20, 22, 27, 28), Iram (p. 23, 66, 79), Harold S. (p. 24), H. Clark (p. 44, 53, 101), Minnie 
G. (p. 47), Cyrus W. Packard (p. 52, 101, 115, 177), Deacon John (p. 60), Barnabas II (p. 61, 165-166), Lucinda (p. 63), 
Eliza (p. 67), Philander (p. 73, 82), Phillip (p. 80), and Henry C. (p. 166).
202 Find A Grave entry for Barnabas Packard II. The scanned records of Massachusetts births is hard to follow and look at 
online, so it cannot be used as a source. Some sources seem to say this is a she.
203 As noted by Massachusetts Death Records, 1841-1915 (says she has a probate in 1868), and Massachusetts Town and 
Vital Records, 1620-1988. For the next sentence, see the 1850 and 1850 United States Federal Censuses.
204 Massachusetts Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988, his Find A Grave entry, and the 1800 U.S. Federal Census.
205 Gravestone of Ruby Packard.
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Norton, their sixth child, was born in 1802, on November 22 or 23, if you count backwards 

from his death date.206 He married a woman named Mary Ann Thompson on November 2, 1828. They 

would have four children together: John Kirkland Packard (1832-1834) who lived in Cummington, 

Phidena Packard (b. 1834) of Cummington, Mainla Richardo Packard (b. 1837), and John Kirkland Packard

(b. 1839).207 In 1860, after the death of Mary, Norton would re-marry. On June 26, he would marry a 

woman named Eunice Rowley, the daughter or Erastus Rowley and Eunice.208 They would live in 

Pittsfield, Massachusetts, within Berkshire, Massachusetts, from 1860 to 1871, when she died on 

September 28. Norton would live in the same place, not marrying again until his death on September 

23, 1898 at age 96, 10 months and one day old, dying of old age and/or asthma.209

Milton and Roswell were Barnabas and Mary’s last two children. Milton E. was their sixth 

child. Born on January 10, 1805, he lived in Hampshire Massachusetts, likely Plainfield, from 1805-

1865, dying in Cameron, Missouri, within Clinton County.210 He married a woman named Charlotte 

Parker on January 6, 1828. While he, as the story goes, continued to operate his parent’s farm in 

Plainfield, he had at least four children with Charlotte: Lyman (1833-1867), Laura (1843-1870), 

Lozone (1845-1923), and Franklin Luther (1852-1920), all with the last name of Packard.211 There is 

more to their story than just this simple recounting. Probate records focus on a number of Packards 

206 Gravestone of Norton Packard.
207 Town Records 1762-1860, Hampshire, Cummington, Massachusetts Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records, 1626-2001, 
p. 228-229, 287, image 122, 151 of 162, courtesy of Family Search. The 1850 census lists the following in the Packard 
household: Norton Packard, farmer (age 47); Mary A. Packard (age 41); George W. Packard (age 21); Milena M. Packard 
(age 15), Manila Packard (age 13), and John K. Packard (age 10). See Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 
for more information supporting what is said in this paragraph.
208 Gravestone of Eunice Rowley, Barnabas Packard in entry for Norton Packard and Eunice Rowley, 26 Jun 1860; citing 
Pittsfield, Berkshire, Massachusetts, United States, Town clerks and local churches; FHL microfilm 1,902,438, Family 
Search; 1850 U.S. Federal Census for Richmond, Berkshire, Massachusetts, USA; 1860 U.S. Federal Census for Pittsfield, 
Berkshire, Massachusetts, USA; 1865 State Census of Massachusetts, Pittsfield, Berkshire, Massachusetts, USA; 1870 U.S. 
Federal Census for Pittsfield, Berkshire, Massachusetts, USA; Massachusetts, Marriage Records, 1840-1915.
209 Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988; Gravestone of Norton Packard.
210 Gravestone of Milton E. Packard; Gravestone of Charlotte Parker, 1830 U.S. Federal Census for Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, USA; 1840 U.S. Federal Census for Hampshire, Massachusetts, USA; 1850 U.S. Federal Census for 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, USA; 1860 U.S. Federal Census for Hampshire, Massachusetts, USA; 1870 U.S. Federal 
Census for Hampshire, Massachusetts, USA; Massachusetts State Census of 1855, Hampshire, Massachusetts; 
Massachusetts State Census of 1865, Hampshire, Massachusetts; Milton Packard, Missouri, Wills and Probate Records, 
1976-1988, about 1875. All are courtesy of Ancestry.com.
211 Gravestone of Lyman Packard; Gravestone of Laura Packard; Gravestone of Lazone Packard; Gravestone of Franklin 
Luther Packard, all on Find A Grave.
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living in the area, including Milton, Charlotte, and their children, with the settling of their estates.212 

For Milton, Chalmers Packard (relation not known) became the administrator of his estate, while he 

also became a guardian to some of Milton’s children or related Packards.

The last child, the seventh child, was Roswell Packard. As the story goes, he was born on 

February 12, 1808. He married a woman named Susannah Bird on July 14, 1832.213 If the 1850, 1860, 

1870 and 1880 censuses refer to the same person, he moved to Racine, Wisconsin, and reportedly died 

sometime in 1883. Nothing else is known other than this photograph of him posted on Ancestry.com by

a user named momcom1212 on November 7, 2009: 

The records of Barnabas and Sarah’s family at this point are scant. While a probate, within the 

Massachusetts, Wills and Probates Records, 1635-1991, exists for Sally Packard of Hampshire, it does 

not exist for any other individuals. The 1790 census lists all three Barnabases, one in Cummington 

212 Clinton, Probate Court Records, Volume C-E, Missouri Probate Records, p. 473, image 485 of 1000; Clinton, Probates 
vol D-E, Missouri Probate Records, p. 65, 82, 105, 175, 288, 291, 369, 462, 603, 606, 609-610, 612, 619, 631, images 312, 
315, 316, 320, 326, 368, 378, 389, 426, 486, 487, 538, 587, 660, 663 of 682.
213 Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988.
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(Barnabas I), another in Plainfield (Barnabas II), and one in Easton (presumably Barnabas III).214 Later 

years narrow down the results. As some note, Barnabas Packard II became church Deacon in 1799, and

died on April 30, 1847, at age 83, with his wife dying 10 years earlier on July 10, 1837, at age 70, with 

both buried at West Hill Cemetery in Plainfield. At least 20 Packards are at this cemetery, while 33 or 

34 are currently buried within Dawes Cemetery in Cummington, near Grace Hill Dairy on 47 Potash 

Hill Road. Both have signs. We know that Barnabas Packard II lived in Plainfield. Going through the 

results, Barnabas I (Cummington) and Barnabas III (likely the one in Easton) continue to be listed, but 

it is not until 1810 (and again in 1820) that Barnabas II appears once again in the U.S. Federal 

Census.215 By 1830, there are two Barnabas’s living in Plainfield, one named Barnabas Packard 

(referring to Barnabas II) and another named Barnabas Packard, Jr (referring to Barnabas III), although 

the 1840 census does not distinguish between them both in this manner, the one with the bigger family 

is likely Barnabas II. With the death of Barnabas Packard II in 1847, this opens the door to telling more

of the story of Barnabas Packard III in the next chapter.

214 Cummington, Hampshire, Massachusetts, First Census of the United States, 1790, National Archives, NARA M637, 
Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, Roll 4, Page 131. Courtesy of Ancestry.com; Easton, Bristol, 
Massachusetts, First Census of the United States, 1790, National Archives, NARA M637, Records of the Bureau of the 
Census, Record Group 29, Roll 4, Page 209. Courtesy of Ancestry.com; Plainfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts, First Census 
of the United States, 1790, National Archives, NARA M637, Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, Roll 
4, Page 455. Courtesy of Ancestry.com.
215 Cummington, Hampshire, Massachusetts, Second Census of the United States, 1800, National Archives, NARA M32, 
Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, Roll 15, Page 880. Courtesy of Ancestry.com; Easton, Bristol, 
Massachusetts, Second Census of the United States, 1800, National Archives, NARA M32, Records of the Bureau of the 
Census, Record Group 29, Roll 19, Page 635. Courtesy of Ancestry.com; Easton, Bristol, Massachusetts, Third Census of 
the United States, 1810, National Archives, NARA M252, Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, Roll 17, 
Page 459. Courtesy of Ancestry.com; Cummington, Hampshire, Massachusetts, Third Census of the United States, 1810, 
National Archives, NARA M252, Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, Roll 19, Page 262. Courtesy of 
Ancestry.com; Plainfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts, Third Census of the United States, 1810, National Archives, NARA 
M252, Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, Roll 19, Page 256. Courtesy of Ancestry.com; Plainfield, 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Fourth Census of the United States, 1820, National Archives, NARA M33, Records of the 
Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, Roll 19, Page 256. Courtesy of Ancestry.com; Easton, Bristol, Massachusetts, 
Fourth Census of the United States, 1820, National Archives, NARA M33, Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record 
Group 29, Roll M33_47, Page 307. Courtesy of Ancestry.com; Plainfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts, Fifth Census of the 
United States, 1830, National Archives, NARA M19, Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, Roll 64, Page
419. Courtesy of Ancestry.com; Plainfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts, Sixth Census of the United States, 1840, National 
Archives, NARA M19, Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, Roll 184, page 279, 281. Courtesy of 
Ancestry.com. These records are just a sampling of the many available.
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Chapter X: The last Barnabas, Ruth Snow, and Cameron, Missouri

The circled areas refer households of the Packard family (ex: M. Packard and B[arnabas] Packeard, cut off is C. Packhard) 
or related families (Nash, Dyer, and Gloyd) who married into the Packard family, within Plainfield. This is a zoomed-in 
area of a Hampshire County, Massachusetts map in 1854, courtesy of the Library of Congress.

The year is 1847. Barnabas Packard II had died on April 30.216 The only Barnabas left in 

Plainfield was Barnabas Packard III, Barnabas and Ruth’s son, who would die almost 21 years later on 

April 25, 1868. He would be recorded on three censuses as living in Plainfield: the 1850 and 1860 

censuses, along with an agriculture schedule in 1850.217 By 1854, there were only 854 people living in 

Plainfield! A small number compared to the nearby town of Cummington, which had over 1,000.

Barnabas Packard III and Ruth M. (possibly Makepeace) Snow had been married for 21 years, 

married on July 21, 1818 in Windsor, Massachusetts.218 From 1818 to 1847, they had 10 children, all 

with the last name of Packard. The first two were Poly Nash, born on July 18, 1819 and dying on 

216 Gravestones of Barnabas Packard II and Barnabas Packard III.
217 Plainfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts, Seventh Census of the United States, 1850, National Archives, NARA M19, 
Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, Roll M432_220, page 199B. Courtesy of Ancestry.com; Plainfield, 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Eighth Census of the United States, 1860, National Archives, NARA M19, Records of the 
Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, Roll M653_505, page 467. Courtesy of Ancestry.com; Plainfield, Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Agriculture Schedule, National Archives, NARA T1204, Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record 
Group 29, Roll 2, Page 901, Line 29. Courtesy of Ancestry.com.
218 Source is Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988. Ruth Snow was born on Dec. 15, 1799 with her parents
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November 10, 1869, who never married, and Cythnia Cordelia who was born on November 27, 1820 

and died of “dropsy” on July 25, 1863, marrying Aaron Ayres in December 1841.219 There were 4 other

children born in the 1820s: William Henry (October 1, 1822), Martha “Patty” (August 18, 1824), Irene 

(September 20, 1826), and Mary Jane (October 20, 1828). William Henry will be the subject of the 

next chapter. As for the others, Patty married Charles I. Ford on December 12, 1843 and died on 

November 1, 1903 at age 99, while Irene married Horatio Lynons on May 9, 1847, and Mary Jane 

married Zebediah H. Randall on March 8, 1852.220 From 1831 to 1840, Barnabas and Ruth had 4 more 

children. They were Roswell Clifford, born February 4, 1831, who married Elnora G. Vining on 

February 25, 1869, Ossmus Chalmer, born July 27, 1834, who married Sophia Dean on April 1, 1863, 

Charles Edwin, born on March 19, 1838, who married Araminta Utter in 1867, and Harrison “Clark” 

Clark, born February 20, 1840 who married Melona C. Dawes on June 4, 1865.221 Roswell would die in

1919 in Cameron, Missouri, while Ossmus would die in the same place but on January 28, 1907. Clark 

would die, reportedly, in Windsor in 1899, and Charles would die in Kansas City, Missouri in 1933.

Much of Barnabas and Ruth’s life can be determined from the three censuses cited on the 

previous page. The 1850 census shows Barnabas Packard III (age 54) as the head of the household, 

with the value of the land being $1,500, and his occupation as a farmer. The same is the case with 19-

year-old Roswell and 15-year-old Ossmus, likely working on the same farm as their father, Barnabas 

219 Gravestones of Polly Nash Packard and Cynthia Cordelia Packard Ayres.
220 See the gravestones of William Henry Packard, Martha "Patty" Packard, and Barnabas Packard III; Barnabas Packard in
entry for Zebedee H. Randall and Mary Jane Packard, 08 Mar 1852; citing Cummington, Hampshire, Massachusetts, United
States, Town clerks and local churches; "Massachusetts Town Records, ca. 1638-1961," database with images,. 
221 Barnabas Packard in entry for R. C. Packard and Elonora G. Vining, 25 Feb 1869; citing Cummington, Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, United States, Town clerks and local churches; FHL microfilm 1,888,606; "Massachusetts Town Records, 
ca. 1638-1961," database with images, FamilySearch; Barnabas Packard in entry for Chalmer Packard and Sophia Dean, 01 
Apr 1863; citing Cummington, Hampshire, Massachusetts, United States, Town clerks and local churches; FHL microfilm 
1,888,606; "Massachusetts Town Records, ca. 1638-1961," database with images, FamilySearch; Barnabas Packard in entry
for H. Clark Packard and Melona C. Dawes, 04 Jun 1865; citing Cummington, Hampshire, Massachusetts, United States, 
Town clerks and local churches; FHL microfilm 1,888,606; "Massachusetts Town Records, ca. 1638-1961," database with 
images, FamilySearch; Gravestones of Roswell Clifford Packard, Ossmus Chalmer Packard, Charles Edwin Packard, 
Ellanora G. Packard, and Find A Grave entry for Harrison Clark “Clark” Packard. Roswell was in manufacturing, living in 
Cameron Missouri, while Elnora was a Cummington, MA girl.
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III, within Plainfield, Massachusetts.222 The same page shows that Ossmus, Charles (age 12), and 

Harrison (age 10) are attending school. Interestingly, it classifies Polly N. as over 31 years of age, who 

cannot read or write, as “idiotic.” Ruth, Barnabas’s wife, age 50, and their daughter Mary J., age 21, do

not have occupations listed, so they presumed to be “housewives.”

Before moving on, it is worth focusing on Polly N. While you could say her designation is an 

error, it is clearly not, based on other censuses.223 The questions answered affirmatively for her were:

 Is the person “deaf, dumb, blind, insane, idiotic, pauper, or convict?” (answer: “idiotic”)

 “If this person was over 20 years of age, could they not read and write?”

Census enumerators defined an “idiot” as a person whose “mental faculties” were limited “in 

infancy or childhood” before they matured, referring to, a wide range of “known disabilities,” by 

today’s standards.224 Hence, it could be logical that she could not read or write. 

The next document worth reviewing is the 1850 agriculture schedule of Plainfield. This 

document shows that Barnabas Packard III owns 230 acres of land in the township, 160 of which are 

improved, and 70 of which are not.225 It also says his farm is worth $1,500 and tools (and equipment) 

worth $200. Adding to this, he is listed as owning 2 horses, 3 milk cows, 16 other cattle, and 1 swine 

which is worth $400. He also possesses 30 bushels of Indian corn and 30 bushels of oats, among other 

grains. Living in the same community is Ariel L. Ayres, who may be related to Aaron Ayres, who 

Barnabas and Ruth’s daughter, Cythnia, married nine years earlier in 1841.

222 Plainfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts, Seventh Census of the United States, 1850, National Archives, NARA M19, 
Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, Roll M432_220, page 199B.
223  Sometimes tick marks were wrong on Census documents. The two questions are courtesy of the Census Bureau. The 
Census documents can answer many questions about a family. She is also marked such in the 1865 and 1855 state censuses.
224  Rhonda R. McClure, “What is an "idiot" in the Census?,” Genealogy.com, Overheard in GenForum, April 26, 2001; 
National Archives, Nonpopulation Census Records, Aug. 15, 2016 She was not listed in the 1880 census of “schedules of 
delinquent, defective, and dependent classes [which] provide[s] information about deaf, dumb, blind, and criminal persons 
who are listed by name” (also see here, here, here, here, here, here, here, here, and here). since she died in 1868 as noted on 
Find A Grave, which has a photo of her tombstone. If she was in an “insane asylum” or other facility, the conditions were 
likely horrific, with existing records of facilities in Massachusetts not currently online.
225 Plainfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts, Agriculture Schedule, 1850, National Archives, NARA T1204, Records of the 
Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, Roll 2, Page 901, Line 29.
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Finally, there is the 1860 census of Plainfield. This document again lists 65-year-old Barnabas 

as a farmer, but his farm is now listed as worth $3,000 and personal estate as worth $2,500.226 Ruth, his 

wife, age 64, had no occupation, while Polly N. was again called “idiotic” and was age 41. Hence, this 

was part of her identity, dying on November 10, 1868 at age 49, 3 months, 3 days, from bleeding in the 

stomach.227 Barnabas was a “farmer who settled in West Plainfield, clearing his land for planting, while

maintaining a grove of maple sugar trees, with produce taken to Boston for sale” as one history said. As

noted earlier, he was the first to own the West Hill Farm, later owned by Cyrus and Tom. However, 

taking a trip to Boston to sell produce seems a bit excessive since it is over 100 miles away. Perhaps he 

sold his produce at a closer market.

Thanks to a retired programmer interested in genealogy, named Jack Vander-Schrier, we have 

photographs of Barnabas III and Charles Edwin:

While we do not know about each picture, it seems evident that the photograph on the left was taken in 

his older years, perhaps not long before his death. By the last seven years of Barnabas III’s life, many 

226 Plainfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts, Eighth Census of the United States, 1860, National Archives, NARA M19, 
Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29, Roll M653_505, page 467. Courtesy of Ancestry.com.
227 Death of Polly Nash Packard, Nov. 10, 1868, Massachusetts, v 212 p 67, State Archives, Boston, Family Search; 
Deaths Registered in the Town of Plainfield for the Year eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, vol. 212, p. 67. Taken from 
photocopied vital record requested from the Massachusetts Archives in July 2017.
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of his children had moved out of the area. Reportedly, Charles Edwin spent time in Ohio as a 

mathematics teacher before moving to Cameron, Missouri while his brother, Ossmus lived in Mendota,

Illinois before moving to Cameron in 1865. The family lore goes that Roswell moved to Cameron in 

1866 (and reportedly moved to Ft. Smith Arkansas in 1895) and that Patty (and her husband Charles Ira

Ford) moved from Nauseous, Ohio to Cameron the same year.228 Hence, Polly N., William Henry, 

Cynthia Cordelia, Harrison, Mary Jane, and Irene did not move there. On a trip to Cameron in 1868, 

with his wife, Ruth, Barnabas became ill and died. Ruth would live with her son Charles Edwin until 

she died on January 1, 1879, and both would be buried in the Packard Cemetery in Cameron, Missouri. 

One photograph tells more of that story than anything else. The photograph is courtesy of Find 

A Grave user Jack Vander-Schrier yet again:

228 1900, 1910, 1920, & 1930 censuses show Charles living in MO. A 1900 census and 1910 census shows Roswell in AK,
while 1870 and 1880 censuses says he is in MO. Image show above from the Find A Grave profile of Barnabas Packard III. 
Residency of Ossmus can confirmed, but seems to be for Charles I Ford in 1910, living in MO, with Patty in 1900.
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 The photograph shown on the last page, shows what the “Barnabas Packard family,” as 

Vander-Schrier puts it, around 1875, living in Cameron, Missouri. It has been numbered as to help 

future genealogists determine who the individuals are in this picture. Based on the photograph of 

Charles Edwin on page 70, it is clear that number 8 is him. He was a cashier at the Farmers Bank in 

Cameron, Missouri, and later a banker, reportedly. The rest of those in the photograph are unknowns. 

However, numbers 1 and 2, 3 and 4, 5 and 6, seem like couples based on the way they are standing. 

One of these couples is Roswell Clifford and Ellanora (1842-1895), while another is Patty and Charles 

Ford (1822-1914) (also a banker), and the last is Ossmus and Sophia H. Dean.229 Possibly Araminta 

Aminta Utter is number 16, although this cannot be confirmed. Somewhere in numbers 9-14, 17-21 are 

Araminta and Charles’s child Clark, but not Eva since she was born in 1876, unlike Clark who was 

born in 1873. The same goes for Ossmus and Sophia’s child, Herbert Melvin (1867-1935). All of these 

children have the last name of Packard. Basing it on the photo on page 78, number 7 is Ruth Snow. 

Number 16 may be the wife of the person occupying that house. Other women, such as Herbert’s wife, 

Mary Francis, are likely in the photograph as well. The same is undoubtedly the case for Roswell and 

Ellanora’s children: Emma E (b. 1870), George C (b. 1873), Leonard C (b. 1875), Etta B (b. 1877), E 

Edwin (b. 1880), and Jennie S (b. 1882), the first three of which were likely in the photo. It is also the 

case for Patty and Charles’s children named Pearl, Arthur, Sarah Jane (1844-1898), Henry Edsel (1847-

1902), and Cora Ann (1855-1918) who married George Thomas Howser (1855-1936). If you add up all

of the people noted in this paragraph, it adds up to 21. Solving the mystery of who is who in this old 

photograph would require identifying all these individuals rather than using educated guesses. Still, it 

adds more to the Packard family story.230

229 Gravestones of Ellanora, Charles Ford, and Sophia H. Dean. Likely 3 or 5 is Charles Ford. For this paragraph also see 
Gravestones of Araminta Utter, Clark, Herbert Melvin, and Eva Packard, gravestone of Mary Francis, and the Gravestones 
of Patty, Pearl, Arthur, Sarah Jane, Henry Edsel, Cora Ann, and George Howser.
230 W.G. Gay lists "Packard Bertha, widow Theron W., h 9 Pleasant” (p. 64) and ten Packards living in Northampton (p. 
177) in "Town of Northampton" within Part Second. Business Directory of Hampshire County, Mass., 1886-87 (Syracuse, 
NY: W.B. & Gay Co., 1886). He also lists  4Packards living in Enfield  ("Town of Enfield" within Part Second. Business 
Directory of Hampshire County, Mass., 1886-87 (Syracuse, NY: W.B. & Gay Co., 1886), 75), 7 Packards living in Goshen 
("Town of Goshen" within Part Second. Business Directory of Hampshire County, Mass., 1886-87  (Syracuse, NY: W.B. & 
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Chapter XI: The Civil War, William, Rachel, and Massachusetts

Welcome Tillson/Tilson and Leah Tower were parents of William Henry Packard's first wife, Rachel Bartlett Tilson. Images
are courtesy of ancestry users lblackstone176 and DGVallender. They show that Rachel came from a family of wealth and 
means, confirmed by the Cummington Historical Museum. Ruth Snow was the wife of Barnabas III, and Charles E. (Edwin)
was Ruth and Barnabas III’s son. That photo was taken in Cameron, Missouri, with the source being a Packard family 
genealogy I looked at while in Plainfield, held by Matthew Stowell of the Plainfield Historical Society.

While the Packard family was gathering in Cameron, Missouri, Barnabas and Ruth’s son, 

William Henry, was still living in Massachusetts. William H. was born on October 1, 1822, in 

Plainfield, and became a farmer who settled in Windsor, a community not far from Plainfield and 

Cummington.231 On May 20, 1847, at age 25, his life changed. On that day, he married a woman named

Rachel Bartlett Tillson whose parents were Welcome Tillson (also spelled Tilson) and Leah Tower.232 

Welcome was the son a Revolutionary War soldier named Ephrahim Tillson, Jr. and Fear Waterman, 

which could make him a “patriot” by DAR standards. 

Gay Co., 1886), p. 79), varying Packards within Plainfield on p. 208: “Packard David, r 27, farmer 5”; “Packard Harold S., 
(Mrs. E. A. Packard & Son) dealers in general merchandise, drives stage from Plainfield to Charlemont”; “Packard Harrison
C, (West Cummington) farmer 300”; “Packard Mrs. E. A. & Son, dealers in general merchandise, and farmers 23”; 
“Packard Pliilander, r 14, farmer 20”; “Packard Sylvester, r 26, farm laborer, leases h of Willie Shaw”;"Packard William H.,
(West Cummington) r 38, farmer 200”;  and "Packard William L., farmer 300." ("Town of Plainfield" within Part Second. 
Business Directory of Hampshire County, Mass., 1886-87 (Syracuse, NY: W.B. &  Gay Co., 1886). Also, Barnes & Packard
with specific employees in Ware, MA (p. 235, 252, 253) within the "Town of Ware" within Part Second. Business 
Directory of Hampshire County, Mass., 1886-87 (Syracuse, NY: W.B. & Gay Co., 1886).
231 Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988; Gravestone of William Henry Packard on Find A Grave.
232 Jordan Dodd and Liahona Research, Massachusetts, Marriages, 1633-1850, Ancestry.com, 2005; Ancestry.com, 
Massachusetts, Marriage Records, 1840-1915, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2013; Ancestry.com, The Tilson genealogy: 
from Edmond Tilson at Plymouth, N E, 1638 to 1911, North America, Family Histories, 1500-2000, Ancestry.com, 2016; 
gravestone of Welcome Tilson; gravestone of Leah Tower; gravestone of Ephrahim Tillson, Jr.; gravestone of Fear 
Waterman; William W. Streeter and Daphne H. Morris, The Vital Records of Cummington, Massachusetts 1762-1900 
(Cummington, MA: William W. Streeter, 1979), 141. The Tillson family was originally from England, like the Packards, 
(Mercer V. Tilson, The Tilson genealogy (Plymouth: The Memorial Press, 1908), 368) 
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Three years later, in 1850, a 27-year-old William was living with his wife, Rachel, 25-years-old,

and their son, Welcome Tilson Packard in Windsor, Berkshire, Massachusetts.233 Windsor was (and 

still is) a small rural, farming, community, which behaves “like a large family” since it is a small town. 

The fact that Welcome is on the census, makes it clear that he was born in 1848, rather than Jun. 27, 

1850 as RBM III states. The story goes that he married a person named “Lucy.” It turns out that this 

story is accurate. While his estate was probated in Massachusetts in about 1889, he lived the last years 

of his life in Canada. At age 32, in 1881, he was living in Rouville, Quebec. Married to Lucia, he was a

Protestant bookkeeper.234 By 1891, Lucia, then called Lucy, was a Congregationalist still living in 

Canada, but was a widow, in Shefford instead of Rouville, living with four other individuals, likely her 

children, some of whom were farmers.

The 1855 Massachusetts State Census expands the Packard family story, telling about those 

children of William H. and Rachel born between 1850 and 1855.235 Still living in Windsor, William 

(age 30) led the household, with Rachel (age 34) by his side, and had four children living in the 

household: Welcome (age 7), Alice Cornelia (age 5), Cyrus Winfield (age 2), and William Luther (age 

1). As in 1850, the Packards were living right next to the Mason family. Cyrus would marry a daughter 

of the same family in later years who was born about ten miles away in Cummington. Alice was born 

in July 1850. She would marry Charles Fuller sometime before 1881, possibly in 1880. She lived in 

Quebec, Brome, Canada from 1881 to 1921, at least, and was a Universalist, with her husband Charles 

as a farmer, like his son Chillis (age 16 year), and likely her son Sylvanus (born in March 1881). In 

1891, the family were farmers, and she was not a Universalist but was still a Christian. In 1901, she 

233 "United States Census, 1850," FamilySearch, William H Packard, Windsor, Berkshire, Massachusetts, United States; 
National Archives, NARA M432; memorial page for Welcome Tilson Packard. 
234 Welleome T. PACHERD, 1881 Census, Rouville, Quebec, District 63, Sub District St. Paul-d'Abbotsford, Sub District 
I, Division 2, Page 2, Microfilm C-13203, RG31 - Statistics Canada, Item 5616267, courtesy of Library and Archives 
Canada; Lucia PACHERD, 1881 Census, Rouville, Quebec, District 63, Sub District St. Paul-d'Abbotsford, Sub District I, 
Division 2, Page 2, Microfilm C-13203, RG31 - Statistics Canada, Item 5616268, courtesy of Library and Archives Canada;
Lucy Packard, 1891 Census, Shefford, Quebec, District 187, Sub District Granby, Sub District C, Division 2, Page 16-17, 
Microfilm T-6421, RG31 - Statistics Canada, Item 4561954, courtesy of Library and Archives Canada. Also see memorial 
page for Lucia/Lucy Packard on Find A Grave.
235  "Massachusetts State Census, 1855," database with images, FamilySearch, Wm H Packard, Windsor, Berkshire, 
Massachusetts, United States; State Archives, Boston; FHL microfilm 953,974. It is also reprinted here.
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was a widow (meaning Charles had died) living in Missisquoi, was Congregationalist, and living with 

her farmer son, Sylvanus. Her birth date was pegged as July 21, 1850.236 By 1911, she would be a 

mother, widow, and still living under Sylvanus’s ruth. By that point both were Methodists. In 1921, she

was living in Sylvanus’s household, and is age 70.237 Her life after that point is not known.

The other two children listed, Cyrus Winfield and William Luther are worth listing in part as 

well. Cyrus, who is one of the subjects of the next chapter was possibly, as RBM III says, “destined to 

out produce his father with 12 children, although it took three wives to do it!” Born in October 1852, 

Cyrus would live in Windsor when his father mortgaged 70 acres of land he owned (1866), likely 

including the same 30 acres he bought in November 1847 when he was still living in Plainfield.238 Then

there was William Luther Packard. Born on August 3, 1854, he would marry a woman named Lucy 

Olive Stetson in 1882.239 He would have three children with Lucy: Minnie Rachel (1884-1960), Anna 

Emeline (1886-1982), and Clayton Luther (1901-1936). On September 24, 1881, his brother Cyrus, 

also called “Winfield Packard” for a certain part of his life, would purchase 112 acres from him. More 

236 Alice Fuller, 1881 Census, Brome, Quebec, District 60, Sub District Farnham East, Sub District F, Page 4, Microfilm 
C-13202, RG31 - Statistics Canada, Item 5559154, courtesy of Library and Archives Canada; Alice P. Fuller, 1891 Census, 
Brome, Quebec, District 143, Sub District Farnham East, Sub District D, Division 2, Page 20, Microfilm T-6388, RG31 - 
Statistics Canada, Item 3391952, courtesy of Library and Archives Canada. In 1891 there was a person age 66 named “N L”
living in their household. Two other individuals, one of whom had the last name of Fuller was living with them. The first 
one claims she was born in Nova Scotia, but this is an error as the next one notes that she was born in the US.
Allice C. Fuller, 1901 Census, Missisquoi, Quebec, District 170, Sub District Dunham, Sub District C, Division 3, Page 12, 
Microfilm T-6531, RG31 - Statistics Canada, Item 5956822, courtesy of Library and Archives Canada. It would also say her
ethnic origin was Scotch. It would also reveal she emigrated to Canada in 1877, three years earlier than previously 
established. Also see her memorial page on Find A Grave.
237 Alice C. Fuller, 1911 Census, Brome, Quebec, District 149, Sub District Brome Township, West Brome Village, Sub 
District 6, Page 11, Microfilm T-20417, RG31 - Statistics Canada, Item 8389884 courtesy of Library and Archives Canada; 
1921 Census of Canada, Brome (Township), West Brome (Village), Brome, Quebec, Sixth Census of Canada, RG 31. 
Folder 108, Page 2, Library and Archives Canada, 2013, Series RG31, Statistics Canada Fonds. Courtesy of Ancestry.com. 
Sylvanne is married to Mary (age 40) and has two children: Sylvanne (age 5) and Elizabeth (age 4), both with the last name 
of Fuller. This census notes she was born in Massachusetts in July 1860, but they are off by 10 years.
238 Gravestone of Cyrus Packard; Mortgage by Marcia L. Clark of East Hampton from William Henry Packard of Windsor,
Apr. 30, 1866, Massachusetts Land Records, 1620-1986, Berkshire, Deeds 1866-1867 vol 107-109, p. 309, image 195 of 
328, courtesy of Family Search; Land Purchase of William H. Packard of Plainfield, Nov. 10, 1847, Massachusetts Land 
Records, 1620-1986, Berkshire, Deeds 1848-1851 vol 67-68, p. 434, image 520 of 614, courtesy of Family Search. This 
means he was well settled in Windsor by the time of 1855. As it turns out he was near the land of Ariel Ayres, the family 
which his sister Cornelia married into as noted in the last chapter.
239 Gravestones of Lucy O. Packard, William Luther Packard, Minnie, Anna, and Clayton. Clayton would marry Clarissa 
Merrill Truesdell LaClaire (1908 – 2009). Lucy would die in 1968. The 1900 census says they were married in 1882. The 
Packard family file, at the Cummington Historical Museum notes that Lucy Stetson of Greenfield spent "many years" in 
Plainfield, living by Plainfield pond. This confirms other information we know about her.
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about that transaction will be discussed in the next chapter.240 Before William Luther’s death in 1941, 

and Lucy’s death in 1968, they would continue to live in Plainfield. In 1900, William would be a full-

time farmer, with their children living with them, along with Lucy’s mother, Sarah.241 In later years, he 

would hold the same occupation, living on West Main Street, and the children of William L. and Lucy 

would be living on the farm, moving to Greenfield, Massachusetts by 1930.

The 1860 U.S. Federal Census further reveals the life of William H., Rachel, and their 

children.242 While some of the names are distorted, it is clear that William (age 39), a farmer, and 

Rachel (age 35) were part of an agricultural family. The farm in Windsor had a real estate of $1,500 

while the personal estate is almost worth $700. Additionally, all of the Packard children except one-

year-old Frank, attended school that year. Among these children were two which had been born 

between 1855 and 1860: Joseph A. (b. 1856), and Frank (b. 1859).243 Joseph was reported by RBM III 

as marrying a woman named “Minnie” and emigrating to Canada as Alice did. A 25-year-old man 

named Joseph Packard is listed as living in Rouville, Quebec, the same area in which Welcome T. was 

living, with a Packard family, working as a farm hand and a Congregationalist.244 The dates match up, 

so this is likely the same Joseph who was born in the United States, although it claims he was born in 

Nova Scotia, which would be a mistake by the census enumerator. He is not listed in the 1891 census. 

240 Agreement between William L. Packard and Winfield Packard, Sept. 24, 1881, unindexed documents, book 367, page 
475 via http://www.masslandrecords.com/Hampshire/, click on "unindexed property search." Clark Packard (b. 1808), child 
of Philander and “Polly” Hill, is referenced in this transaction as well.
241 1900 U.S. Federal Census, Plainfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts, Twelfth Census, Enumeration District 644, Bureau of
the Census, National Archives, NARA T623, Roll 654, Page 1B, courtesy of Ancestry.com; 1910 U.S. Federal Census, 
Plainfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts, Thirteenth Census, Enumeration District 712, Bureau of the Census, National 
Archives, NARA T624, Roll 594, Page 1A, courtesy of Ancestry.com; 1930 U.S. Federal Census, Greenfield, Franklin, 
Massachusetts, Fifteenth Census, Enumeration District 12, Bureau of the Census, National Archives, NARA T626, Roll 
904, Page 7B; 1940 U.S. Federal Census, Greenfield, Franklin, Massachusetts, Sixteenth Census, Enumeration District 6-
21, Bureau of the Census, National Archives, NARA T627, Roll 1591, Page 5B.
242 "United States Census, 1860", database with images, FamilySearch, Wm H Packard, 1860. 
243 Fred is in the 1880 census, with Massachusetts, Death Records, 1841-1915 and Massachusetts, Town and Vital 
Records, 1620-1988 saying he died in 1884. Some note two other children: Benjamin Franklin Packard (born Sept. 9, 1858) 
who married Julia E. Beals, and Fred R. born in 1860. Likely “Frank” is the same as Benjamin Franklin Packard, whereas 
Fred may have not been born yet. Memorial pages for Joseph Alden Packard and Benjamin Franklin “Frank” Packard.
244 Joseph Packard, 1881 Census, Rouville, Quebec, District 60, Sub District Farnham East, Sub District F, Page 49, 
Microfilm C-13202, RG31 - Statistics Canada, Item 5560282, courtesy of Library and Archives Canada. 
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In 1862, the family of William H. and Rachel would be drawn into the Civil War. Cyrus was 

age 7 when the war itself began so he did not fight in the war. However, the older Packards did 

participate. William’s brother, Roswell, a unmarried Massachusetts farmer, fought, enlisting on 

September 2, 1862.245 Unlike William H., he enlisted in Company F of the Massachusetts 46th Infantry 

Regiment, became a corporal on June 9, 1863, and was mustered out on July 29 in Hampden Park, 

Springfield, Massachusetts. However, William H. had a different experience than Roswell.

On November 3, 1862, he enlisted in the Union Army at Camp Brigg in Pittsfield. He was 40 

years old at the time, so RBM III may be right he did it to “escape the children or the farm.” He would 

serve as a private within Company I of the 49th Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteer Militia. As part 

of that unit, he would see action in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and he would be discharged honorably on 

September 1, 1863 after 10 months of service when his unit disbanded at Pittsfield.246 But this short 

description does not do his unit justice. He served for 9-10 months in the 49th Regiment commanded 

first by Captain William Francis Bartlett. The unit, after moving from area to area, gained a “reputation

for good discipline.” It left from Long Island to Louisiana on the Illinois steamer in January 1863, 

arriving in New Orleans by early February.247 The National Park Service gives a nice overview. The 

unit was attached to 1st Brigade, 1st Division, of the 19th Army Corp. It engaged in reconnaissance on 

Port Hudson in March, and then fought in the siege of the same area in May through July, off and on. 

Beyond this, it fought at Plain's Store and at Cox's Plantation (“line of Bayou Lafourche”) during the 

summer.248 In fighting at Port Hudson, it was assisting Farragut’s union fleet. During its time in service,

245 Historical Data Systems, U.S., Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, 1861-1865, Ancestry.com, 2009; National 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA); Washington, D.C.; Consolidated Lists of Civil War Draft Registration 
Records (Provost Marshal General's Bureau; Consolidated Enrollment Lists, 1863-1865); Record Group: 110, Records of 
the Provost Marshal; courtesy of Ancestry.com. Nahum, Osamus, Harrison E.,& Charles E. Packard also fought in the war.
246 His military records confirms this paragraph. It also shows that he was 40 years old and a farmer when he enlisted, with
no other info. provided. The NPS database also confirms this while showing a John K. Packard who enlisted in another 
Massachusetts Company. He is likely not related.
247 It was transferred to Baton Rouge. Later, in May, it remained at Baton Rouge for two months as it suffered for sickness.
It arrived in New Orleans by early February, where it stayed until mid-February. Unit history reprinted here and here. 
248 It stayed in Donaldsonville until Aug. 1st then it went back to Baton Rouge, receiving prisoners lost during the fight at 
Bayou Lafourche against Confederate forces.
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2 officers were killed, 28 men killed or mortally wounded, and 84 men killed by disease.249 By August 

9, after staying in the nearby area, it left New Orleans, going on the Templer steamer to Cairo, Illinois, 

and taking a train to Pittsfield, where it arrived on August 22. Once there, there was likely an 

“enthusiastic reception” (with Rachel and family likely in attendance) and it was “mustered out of the 

United States service” on September 1.

The battles the unit was engaged in were sometimes Union victories. This was the case in the 

siege of Port Hudson from May to July 1863, allowing the Mississippi River to be open to “Union 

navigation from its source to New Orleans” and the fight at Plains Store, which closed the last 

“Confederate escape route from Port Hudson,” with Confederates dragging away some of “their 

cannons by hand rather than abandon them to the Yankees.”250 However there were some Confederate 

victories as well. One such victory was at Cox’s Plantation. Two Union divisions “marched up Bayou 

Lafourche” but as they advanced, “skirmishing occurred on July 11 and 12” and on the 13th, at Kock's 

Plantation or Saint Emma Plantation, “they met Rebel skirmishers that forced them back.” After that, 

the Confederates, “flung their might against the Union troops” which eventually fell back “to the 

protection of the guns in Fort Butler at Donaldsonville,” and as a result, the Confederates were left “in 

control of the interior.”251 In a broader context, the siege of Port Hudson was part of the offensive up 

the Mississippi River. Furthermore, with the fall of Vicksburg, and surrender of Port Hudson later that 

month, the Union was going “unvexed to the sea” as Lincoln put it, or as Confederate Ordinance Chief 

Josiah Gorgas wrote, “absolute ruin seems to be our portion.”252 Simply put, the surrender gave the 

Union “control over the entire Mississippi River, cutting off important states such as Arkansas and 

Texas” as the National Archives notes. The siege, the longest in U.S. history, was a massive operation, 

249 NPS, “Union Massachusetts Volunteers 49th Regiment, Massachusetts Infantry (Militia),” accessed Aug. 15, 2017.
250 Battle of Port Hudson & at Plains Store; Philip Faller, “Siege of Port Hudson,” Civil War Trust, accessed Jan. 14, 2017.
251 NPS, Battle of Cox’s Plantation, accessed Aug. 15, 2017.
252 Neil Kagan and Stephen Hyslop, Eyewitness to the Civil War: The Complete History from Secession to Reconstruction 
(Washington, D.C.: National Geographic, 2006), 190, 211; New York Times, “THE SIEGE OF PORT HUDSON.; 
Casualties in the One Hundred and Thirtythird Regiment N.Y.V.,” Aug. 8, 1863; National Archives, “Nathaniel Pretence 
Banks,” Aug 15, 2016; Philip Faller, “Siege of Port Hudson.”
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with 30,000 Union troops under the command of General Nathaniel Banks surrounding the Mississippi 

town and Confederate stronghold. It was in “cooperation with General U.S. Grants attack on 

Vicksburg, Mississippi” and was notable since it was “the first time African-American troops were 

used in combat” coalescing in the Corps D'Afrique, a regiment which “had been raised and supplied on

orders from General Banks.”253 600 Black soldiers died in the fierce battle, fighting the Confederates.

This victory was one of the most significant days of the war, and 41-year-old William H. was 

part of the reason, along with his valiant unit. The battle changed the tide of war to favor the Union, 

which would emerge victorious after a little less than two more bloody years. For this, descendants of 

the Packard family should be undeniably proud, especially since other descendants fought for the 

Union as well. William had eagerly answered the call to serve as a private, going from the “free” north 

to fight in the slaveowning South, even passing through enemy territory on the steamer to New 

Orleans, after the Union was advancing more into the South.254 He possibly enlisted not only out of 

feelings of patriotism but to prove his “manliness.” The war, ended by higher morale and power by the 

Union, rather than the supplies which were manufactured by the North, ended “their curse, slavery” of 

Blacks, as Quartermaster Henry T. Johns of the same 49th regiment, which he called a “historic name 

worthy of the old Commonwealth” which was comprised of a “large number of farmers and farmer’s 

253 “The Battle of Port Hudson: A More Detailed Account,” part of the Battle of Port Hudson, accessed July 14, 2017; 
National Park Service, “Port Hudson,” accessed on July 14, 2017; Louisiana Department of Culture Recreation and 
Tourism, “Port Hudson Historic Site,” 2017. During the battle, since he was part of the 19th Corps, William was one of the 
soldiers that fought on Northeast front of the siege under General Banks, which can be concurred from this map and this 
map. There is a photo of the officers of the regiment but not the soldiers. The fierce battle, with the Confederates, who had 
eighty foot bluffs around Port Hudson, gun emplacements, and much more, is also shown in this painting. As one Union 
officer, Captain John William DeFrost, recounted, “after the assault came twenty-four days more of sharp-shooting.  We 
grew weak and nervous under the influences of summer heat, confinement, bad food, and constant exposure to danger.  Men
who had done well enough in battle broke down under the monotonous worry, and went to the rear invalided.  From rain, 
perspiration, sleeping on the ground, and lack of water for washing, our clothing became stiffened and caked with inground 
mud. Lice appeared, increased, swarmed, infesting the entire gully, dropping upon us from the dry leaves of our bough-built
shanties, and making life a disgrace as well as a nuisance.”
254 Kagan and Hyslop, 19, 66, 74, 94, 99-100, 128-129; Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States 1492 – 
Present (New York: HarperCollins, 2005, Fifth Edition), 190-198, 237-240; Henry T. Johns, Life with the Forty-Ninth 
Massachusetts Volunteers (Pittsfield, MA: Published for the Author, 1864), 7, 10-11, 14-15, 21, 25, 27, 34, 37, 39, 49, 53, 
57, 61, 66-67, 73, 78, 85, 96-97, 105-106, 123, 134, 140, 152-153, 159-160, 164, 170, 172, 175, 177, 192, 206-210, 214, 
220, 228, 241, 254, 259, 271, 275, 286-287, 293, 302-303, 322, 335-337, 339-341, 347-348, 354, 356-359, 361, 364, 368, 
375, 377, 380, 382, 390. On Page 390 of this first-hand and flowery account of the regiment, William is listed on roll of 
Company I (“Packard, W.H.”) in September 1863 when it mustered out of service.
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boys.” Slavery was made a “putrid corpse” (as said by Henry T. Johns) except in the case of 

punishment for crimes as codified in the 13th Amendment.

William H., one of the 17 individuals who enlisted in Windsor, with pay of only $13 a month, 

had a number of fellow soldiers that he got to know very well. One of these was Corporal C.J. Ingell. 

While he was a lowly solder, William was mentioned in Ingell’s diary in 1863 because he shared a tent 

with this higher ranking officer, along with two other individuals: Corporal Milo Spring and Private Ira

Higgins in March 22.255 13 days later on April 4, he carried William (and Higgins)’s backpacks, which 

he deposited in their shared tent. It would not be until July 30 that he would allude to Packard, saying 

that private Lewis Crosier ate “supper with us,” with us referring to Milo Spring, William, and 

himself.256 In his final entry mentioning Packard, on August 2, he says that he washed his clothes in the 

nearby river along with William. Such camaraderie would not happen again later in William H.’s life 

other than possibly among his immediate family.

Two years after arriving in Pittsfield and going to his home in Windsor, William H. was back 

on the farm. Falsely labeled on the census, he was a farmer and legal voter, living with his wife Rachel 

and eight children: Welcome (age 17), Cornelia (age 14), Cyrus (age 12), William L. (age 10), Joseph 

(age nine), Frank (age six), Fred (age four), and Mary (age two). Little is known about Marty other than

that she was born on August 2, 1862, before William went off to Louisiana to fight as part of the 49th 

Regiment. This birth date is possible since the common length of a pregnancy is 38-41 weeks (266-287 

days), based on recent studies, meaning that Rachel’s pregnancy began in 1861, before William 

engaged in his military service.257 Mary would die on July 27, 1887 at 24 years, 11 months, nine days 

old. Nothing else can be determined other than a two-year-old named James Otis was living with them.

255 Unknown List, Lists of Soldiers, C.J. Ingell Civil War Diaries, accessed July 14, 2017; “The following are people that 
are mentioned in Cheney Jackson Ingell's Civil War Diaries,”  C.J. Ingell Civil War Diaries, accessed July 14, 2017; March 
22 entry, March ‘63, C.J. Ingell Civil War Diaries, accessed July 14, 2017; April 4 entry, April ‘63, C.J. Ingell Civil War 
Diaries, accessed July 14, 2017. Throughout his entries he calls William by “Packard” rather than his first name.
256 July 30 entry, July ‘63, C.J. Ingell Civil War Diaries, accessed July 14, 2017; August 2 entry, August ‘63, C.J. Ingell 
Civil War Diaries, accessed July 14, 2017.
257 Gravestone of Mary M. Packard; Packard Household, Massachusetts State Census of 1865, Windsor, Berkshire.
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The 1870 U.S. Federal Census is much clearer. It shows William H. (age 48) as a farmer and 

legal citizen, along with his son Welcome (age 22) while Rachel (age 45) and Alice (age 20) “keep 

house,” meaning that they maintain the home and manage the household. Adding to this, the farm itself

had a worth of $5,000 with a personal estate of $1,400.258 William L. (age 16), Joseph (age 14), and 

Frank (age 12), also worked on the farm as farm hands, with the latter two also attending school. 

Freddie (age 10) and Mary (age 8) both attended school and were not farm hands. The absence of 

Cyrus cannot be fully explained. Henry, age 4, listed last, stayed “at home.” Henry, whose full name 

was Henry Clark Packard, was born on April 28, 1866, and would die in 1924. He would become a 

deacon and manager of a West Cummington church, be a member of Plainfield Grange (an 

organization that assisted farmers), and serve as a selectman. He married Bertha Bell Gurney on 

258 “Keep House,” House, Idioms, Dictionary.com, 2017; Packard Household, United States Census of 1870, National 
Archives, NARA M593, p. 5. Gravestone of Henry Clark Packard. 
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December 14, 1890, who would die on August 1, 1960, having four children with her: William Albert 

(1894-1983), Muriel (1900-1960), Margery, and William Henry, birth dates unknown for the last 

two.259 Bertha was born to Albert N. Gurney and Sarah O. Dunham in Plainfield on February 3, 1870. 

She was an only child, with her mother maintaining the household and her father a farmer, living close 

to another Packard family.260 

This would seem to put her at

the same class level as Henry. 

However, the way she looks in 

a photograph cataloged by the 

Plainfield Historical Society 

makes her seem very proper.261 

Nothing else about her clothing

or family, in terms of their 

economic status, is known. But,

if her clothes are any 

indication, her family was not 

made up of mere farmers.

The 1880 census is as 

informative as the 1870 one for 

259 Gravestones of Bertha Bell Gurney, William Albert Packard, and Muriel Packard; Birth of Bertha Bell Gurney, Feb. 3, 
1870, Massachusetts Births and Christenings, 1639-1915, p. 10; Household of the Gurneys, US Census of 1900, Plainfield, 
Northampton, Hampshire, Massachusetts, enumeration district 644, National Archives, NARA T623; Marriage of Bertha B.
Gurney and Henry Clark Packard, Dec. 14, 1890, Massachusetts Marriages, 1695-1910; William W. Streeter and Daphne H.
Morris, The Vital Records of Cummington, Massachusetts 1762-1900 (Cummington, MA: William W. Streeter, 1979), 140. 
Bertha was the daughter of Albert N. Gurney and Sarah Dunham.
260 Gurney Household, US Census of 1870, Plainfield, Massachusetts, National Archives, NARA M593, p. 10.. Albert had 
grown up as an adopted child of the Joy family as 1850, 1855 and 1865 censuses attest.
261 Bertha Bell Gurney was wife of Henry Clark Packard as noted in this chapter and by the historical society. The original 
caption was “Bertha Gurney Packard – mother of William A.” William A. or William Albert was born in 1894. 

                                                                                  Page 80

Mary Ann Dyer

Bertha Bell Gurney c. 1894, age 24, Plainfield. She is holding a hat 
in one hand & looks be in a staged area for photos. Records show 
she was a teacher in Plainfield before marriage with Henry.

https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=78119903
http://plainfieldmahistory.org/archives/photographs-of-plainfield-people/
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MQCD-W65
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MQWP-6FV
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MD9Y-YS9
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MD3C-KG7
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FH7L-CNP
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:V5Z1-KHW
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M9R5-643
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:V5NW-GD4
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FXN3-MZW
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:F4V8-YL4
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=138909761
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=78119903
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=73207700
bhermann
Text Box



the Packard family.262 It is the last one that lists Rachel B. Tillson, and shows them now living in 

Plainfield, ten miles away from Windsor. While William H. (age 57) was still a farmer, his wife Rachel

(age 55) has a “Keeping House” occupation, meaning that she is maintaining the house, William L. 

(age 25, incorrectly called “Luther W.”) is a farmer, Mary (age 17) has no occupation, Fred (age 20) is 

a farmer, and Henry (age 14) is at school. On 

January 30, 1881, Rachel would die in Plainfield

and have a probate.263 After her death, he re-

married to a woman named Mary Ann (Dyer) 

Brackett on October, 26, 1887. 

She was the daughter of Bela Dyer 

(whose parents wee Jesse Dyer of Ashfield and 

Sarah Pool) and Deborah White, and had one 

previous marriage: to Jonathan Brackett in Feb. 

29, 1850, living in Scarburg, Vermont “for some

years” with Jonathan running a tannery until his 

death on Feb. 2, 1884. While no children were 

reported from this marriage, there is a photograph of a harsh-looking woman.264 In the last years of his 

life, in Plainfield, William H. would discharge his land in Berkshire County (October 1890) and would 

die in 1896 with a probate. Nothing else about his life or that of Mary Ann Dyer is known.

262 Packard Household, Plainfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts, United States Census of 1880, enumeration district 334, 
sheet 155B, National Archives, NARA T9, roll 537. “Charles Packard” who is mentioned as a child of William H. and 
Rachel would be listed, is not, making me think that this person was added due to an error by Packard family genealogists. 
Perhaps William H. was preparing for this by buying 167 acres in Cummington from a Lozina G. Packard in 1874. It is 
possible this land was the family farm.
263 William W. Streeter and Daphne H. Morris, The Vital Records of Cummington, Massachusetts 1762-1900 
(Cummington, MA: William W. Streeter, 1979), 216.
264 This is courtesy of DGVallender on Ancestry. This image does not have a backing like ones noted by this genealogist,  
but it does show who she is as a person. See p. 140 and 142 of Dyer’s History of the town of Plainfield, Hampshire County, 
Mass., from its settlement to 1891 (Northampton, MA: Press of Gazette Printing, 1891); Discharging land, October 1890, 
Massachusetts Land Records, 1620-1986, Berkshire, Deeds vol 151-153, p. 72, image 584 of 838.
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Chapter XII: Cyrus, Dora, and the last of the Packards

In April 1878, the life of 26-year-old Plainfield-born man, Cyrus Winfield Packard, less than 10

years before his father, William H., would die, would change. Recently requested photocopies of 

Cyrus’s marriage records from the Massachusetts State Archives indicate that Cyrus was a farmer 

living in Cummington, Massachusetts, a town of Hampshire County, marrying a 15- or 16- year old 

woman named Nellie Mason.265 Nellie, born in August 1861, was the daughter of Eurotas/Erastus 

Mason and his wife Jane, had lived in the town of Cummington for her whole life. The following year, 

the newlyweds were living in Easthampton, Massachusetts, within the same county. Cyrus as a 

farmhand and Nellie, taking the last name of Packard, as a servant for the Penderwood family.266 At 

265 The marriage of Cyrus W. Packard and Nellie J. Mason is documented in Vol. 299, p. 6 & 24, showing their marriage 
was registered in Cummington and in Plainfield, accounting for duplicate records, with the marriage notice two days before;
Nellie J. Mason, Aug. 1, 1861, Massachusetts Births and Christenings, Family Search, citing Cummington, Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, FHL Microfilm 1,888,606; The Mason Household, Massachusetts State Census, 1865, Family Search, 
Cummington, Hampshire, Massachusetts, State Archives; Mason Household, US Federal Census, 1870, Cummington, 
Massachusetts, NARA M593.They were married by a Plainfield Justice of the Peace named Jason Richards.
266 Packards in Easthampton, Tenth Census of the United States, US Federal Census of 1880, National Archives, NARA 
T9, Record Group 29, Roll 437, Page 347D, Enumeration District 344, Image 396. 
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Marriage certificate of Dora A. Mills and Cyrus W. Packard. Courtesy of DGVallender on Ancestry.com.
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some point, Cyrus and Nellie decided to have a baby. Less than nine months later, on February 13, 

Nellie would die at the tender age of 19, from German measles and typhoid fever, while giving 

childbirth.267 With the death of Nellie, Cyrus moved on, leaving her in the dust.

On November 21, two months after purchasing 112 acres in Plainfield from William L. Packard

and gaining the farm in Plainfield with a stand of maple sugar trees, he married again, like many 

Packards before him. This was to a woman named Dorothy “Dora” (or Dory) Ann Mills in Glens Falls, 

New York, the town in which she was born. 

Dora, who worked in a shirt factory (1880) and as a teacher (1870) in the past, had lived in 

Warren County, New York since June 1, 1849, when she was born, approximately.268 While her 

gravestone says she was 38 years, 10 months old at the time of her death, the 1850 and 1860 U.S. 

Federal Censuses show a woman named “Dorothy A. Mills” or “Dory Mills” as born in 1849 or 1850. 

The reasons for why she would say she was younger than she actually was are not currently known.269 

Dora was the daughter of John Rand Mills and Margaret Bibby and had six living siblings by 1881, 

living in Chester, Bolton, Glens Falls, within Warren County, New York.270 Dora’s parents are worth 

noting. John Rand Mills, born in Ireland, in Sept. 1804, immigrated to the United States by 1830, 

marrying Margaret Ann Bibby, born in the same part of Ireland. 

Over the following years, Dora and Cyrus had seven children with the last name of Packard. 

They include John Henry (Oct. 15-1882-Oct. 28, 1950), Margaret Alice (Jan. 27, 1884-Aug. 4, 1976), 

Joseph Winfield (Jun. 17, 1885- Mar. 9, 1910), Charles Edward (May 5, 1887-Nov. 4, 1960) or “Uncle 

267 Nellie J. Mason Packard Find A Grave entry; Nellie J. Packard or Mason, 1881, Massachusetts Deaths and Burials; 
William W. Streeter and Daphne H. Morris, The Vital Records of Cummington, Massachusetts 1762-1900 (Cummington, 
MA: William W. Streeter, 1979), 140, 215.
268 Mills Household, Glens Falls, Warren, New York, Census of 1850, NARA M432, Roll M432 609, Page 33A, Image 
70; Mills Household, Chester, Warren, New York, Census of 1870, NARA M593, Roll M593 1109, Page 575A, Image 
146817; Hammond Household, Glens Falls, Warren, New York, Census of 1880, Roll 941, Page 141A, Image 0437; Mills 
Household, Census of the state of New York, for 1855. Microfilm. New York State Archives, Albany, New York; Mills 
Household, Census of the state of New York, for 1865, Microfilm, New York State Archives, Albany, New York.
269 Mills Household, US Census of 1850, Glens Falls, New York, Family Search, National Archives, NARA M432; 
Dorothy Ann "Dora, Dory" Mills Packard gravestone; 1870 U.S. Federal Census, Chester, New York.
270 Mills Household, 1830, Wethersfield, Genesee, New York, NARA M19, Roll 90, Page 331, FHL 0017150; Mills 
Household, 1840, Chester, Warren, New York, Roll 349, Page 335, Image 685, FHL 0017209. John Rand Mills and 
Margaret Ann Bibby Mills are buried in Chester Cemetery, within Orange, New York.
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Charlie,” Marion Estelle (Feb. 12, 1889-Jun. 13, 1965), Robert Barnabas (Jan. 19, 1891-Apr. 11, 1956),

and Mabel Hattie (b. July 19, 1892) who died on Dec. 1, 1961.271 John H. would never marry, and 

Margaret would marry a man named Kenneth Brown in 1913, having one daughter and two sons. As 

for Joseph, he was an unmarried man reportedly killed while working on the railroad. “Uncle Charlie” 

married to Bertha Churchill in 1919 with whom he had a child named Douglas M. Packard, and two 

daughters. In 1940, Charlie remarried to Pearl Gleason. Marion married Edward Dean in 1908, living 

in Bridgeport, Connecticut, and John Nocker in 1954, and may have had two children from her first 

marriage (as stated in 1930 and 1940 censuses). Mabel H., buried at West Hill Cemetery in Plainfield, 

MA, married first to Giles Whitley with whom she had four children (Giles, Margaret, Harold, and 

Frances), and second, in 1920, to Joseph T. Landstrom, having six children (Dorothy, Barbara, Phyllis, 

Joseph (died as an infant at one year old), Alice, and Joan). 

Little is known about the early life on the farm for these individuals. This is because the 1890 

census was destroyed on January 10, 1921 when a fire swept the Commerce Department building, 

creating an “archivist's nightmare, with ankle-deep water covering records in many areas” destroying 

many of the records.272 Theere are land records which relate to Cyrus and Dora. In one agreement, he 

mortgages (or sells?) 112 acres to Henry L. Goodrich.273 This is likely the Packard farm. Later that 

month, Henry C. Packard purchases for Cyrus, from Goodrich, the same land..274 

271 John Henry Packard, Margaret Alice Packard Brown, Charles Edward Packard, Marion Estelle Packard Nocker, and 
Robert Byron “Bert” Packard Mills II’s Find Grave entries. Kenneth’s son’s address was in Burbank, CA. 
272 National Archives, “1890 Census,” Feb. 17, 2005; Kellee Blake, ““First in the Path of the Firemen”: The Fate of the 
1890 Population Census, Part 1,” Prologue, Spring 1996, Vol. 1; Kellee Blake, ““First in the Path of the Firemen”: The Fate
of the 1890 Population Census Part 2,” Prologue, Spring 1996, Vol. 28, No. 21. W.B. Gay’s "Town of Cummington" within
Part Second. Business Directory of Hampshire County, Mass., 1886-87 (Syracuse, NY: W.B. & Gay Co., 1886) lists on 
page 49, Mary Nash, Charles S. Packard, Cyrus W. Packard, Fordyce Packard, Frank L. Packard & Russell R. Packard. 
Even with the loss of records in 1890, other sources, like city directories, allow the Packard story to be found and pieced 
together.
273 Purchase of land by Merritt Torrey and Stillman Ford, June 13, 1866, Massachusetts Land Records, Hampshire, Deeds 
1866 vol 234-237, p. 19, image 466 of 837, Family Search; Mortgage or sale of land to Henry Goodrich by Cyrus W. 
Packard, Massachusetts Land Records, Hampshire, Deeds 1896-1897 vol 491-494, p. 321-322, images 697 and 698 of 757, 
courtesy of Family Search. The latter agreement is the only one I could find which mentions “Dora A. Packard.”
274 Purchase of land by Henry Packard for Cyrus W. Packard from Henry L. Goodrich, Sept. 12, 1890, unindexed 
documents, book 436 page 43-44 via http://www.masslandrecords.com/Hampshire/, click on "unindexed property search"; 
Purchase of land by Henry L. Goodrich from Richard A. Lyman, Jan. 13, 1887, unindexed documents, book 410 page 475 
via http://www.masslandrecords.com/Hampshire/, click on "unindexed property search." Next page gives the date and more 
specifics. Nothing more about this agreement is known. Dora would, in 1893, greenlight the selling of Cyrus’s land.
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In 1891, B. Winslow wrote a poem for the 10th anniversary of Dora and Cyrus’s marriage on 

November 21, 1881.275 The full poem tells about Dora and Cyrus’s marriage although it is 

unsurprisingly upbeat, as should be expected at least for the mores of the time:

It was November twenty-first
In eighteen eighty one
When Love had long enough been nursed
Their married life begun.

The vows that then were made and sealed,
In eighteen eighty one, 
From all that yet has been revealed
Show all was then well done.

Ten years have passed of married life,
And no talk of divorce; 
Showing a true and faithful wife,
And husband, too, of course. 

And children, well, there are a few,
From union such as thus
To bind them in affection true,
And crown their wedded bliss. 

Four sons, two daughters, fair and sweet, 
Have blessed this happy home;
A present source of pride and joy,
Their hope in years to come.

Labor and care have marked their lot,
But health hath lent its cheer;
So at their toil they've murmured not,
Showing their love sincere.

They've shared each scene of joy and woe,
And well redeemed the vow

Despite this lack of records, there is one photograph shared by Dianne Blomquist on the “David 

Vallender family tree” on Ancestry, showing the family of Cyrus and Dora in Plainfield in 1892. The 

image shown on the next page shows the 7 children of both of them, providing a snapshot into their life

and customs. This shows that the family was at least partially proper, although this image does not hint 

275 In Packard Genealogy assembled in 2017. Given to the Plainfield Historical Society. Examined on August 5, 2017; 
Mercer V. Tilson, The Tilson genealogy (Plymouth: The Memorial Press, 1908), 370.
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They made and sealed ten years ago.
And which they honor now.

And their gathered in their home at night,
Are friends of youth and age;
And all is full of sweet delight,
To write on mem'ry's page.

Fond mem'ry's page, on which they stand,
Dear memories of the past;
Hopes we have had and joys we've planned,
That were too sweet to last;

Let us be thankful for them all, 
Nor at their loss repine
And as God's future mercies fall,
Hail those for us that shine;

And nobly bear each trial sent,
In heart and spirit true;
Thus may we have a calm content,
Our life' brief journey through.

God bless the bride and bridegroom here,
As long as life shall last;
May they have memories fond and dear,
Such as they have market the past.

Among them all will not be least 
The memories of this night,
When friends invited here were to feast
On memories fair and bright.  

https://archive.org/details/tilsongenealogyf00tils


at their occupations. Other images of Dora and the family cannot be found, but there are photographs of

all of their children at later ages, the same being the case for Cyrus as well. 

While Cyrus’s face is not totally clear in the photograph, another one taken around the same 

time at Camp 55, shows Cyrus (along with Joseph Beals Jr.), listed a member of the Plainfield chapter 

of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War (SUVCW). The SUVCW are direct 

descendants from those “regularly mustered

and served honorably in...honorably 

discharged from, or died in the service 

of...regiments called to active 

service...between April 12, 1861 and April 

9, 1865.”276 This means that Cyrus was 

wearing his father’s uniform, hat, & pants, 

with two medals already on the uniform or 

given as a part of his membership. Some 

context is necessary here. Joseph Beals, Jr., 

who lived with Hattie B. and Joseph Beals 

in 1900, would be dead by July 29, 1941 after living in Goshen for most of his life. Since Hattie was 

Dora’s sister, Joseph Beals Jr. would be his nephew. This would also explain why Cyrus was the 

informant for Joseph Beals, the husband of Hattie, who died in 1900.

276 The picture referred can be found here. Membership, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, accessed July 14, 2017. 
1900 U.S. Federal Census, courtesy of Family Search; 1910 U.S. Federal Census, courtesy of Family Search; 1920 U.S. 
Federal Census, courtesy of Family Search; 1930 U.S. Federal Census, courtesy of Family Search; 1940 U.S. Federal 
Census, courtesy of Family Search. Find A Grave for Joseph Beals. On April 27, 1898, Joseph Beals, Jr. had married 
Florence Lena Hall Pratt in Cummington but the marriage was also recorded in Goshen and Plainfield.
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Family of Cyrus Winfield Packard and Dora A. Mills in 1892 in 
Plainfield, MA. Original image without the lettering shared by 
dawnbrick on Ancestry. Original source of image not known.
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Comparing three available photos, the rightmost one coming from another family history, 

shows that he was clean cut for this 1892 photograph:

On February 5, 1895, Dora died of tuberculosis (pulmonary phthisis) in Plainfield and was 

buried in Pottersville, part of New York’s Warren County, a town 35 miles north of her birth place, 

Glens Falls. This burial place was likely chosen to put in her grave in proximity with surviving family 

members. On May 11, 1895, the Women’s Christian Temperance Union and Mountain Miller 

Women’s Relief Corps hosted a memorial service for Dora in West Cummington. There are religious 

messages, with some calling her a “devoted wife” and “earnest Christian woman” while those within 

the Relief Corps call her a “sister.”277 At the memorial service, likely all of her children were attending. 

One individual, Joseph Beals, who was Dora’s brother-in-law since he had married Dora’s sister (and 

his wife), Hattie, described Dora as “kind to everybody” and said that he knew Dora through her 

“sickness.” This was further cemented by the fact that he visited with Hattie 2-3 times a week, possibly 

indicating she was sick from 1889 (when Hattie and Joseph married) to 1895. Also at the memorial 

service a “Poem by Dora M. Packard” which was written in July 1894 was read. Using he clues noted 

in this pamphlet, it is clear that Dora was a member of the National Women’s Relief Corps. 

Specifically she was part of Corps No. 158 (Mountain Miller Corps) which was organized on 

277 This sentence and the one before it cite the Packard family file at the Cummington Historical Museum has one 
pamphlet titled “In memoriam Dora M. Packard 1895.” Her death record claims both of her parents were born in Britain.
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November 22, 1892 and was based in Plainfield, meeting the first Friday of every month.278 The 

National Women’s Relief Corps, which still exists to this day, was an auxiliary to the Grand Army of 

the Republic (Civil War Veterans). It is a secret and “patriotic organization,” meetings held at least 

once a month, with applications (by those over 16 with “good moral character made in writing and 

vouched for with two members.279 More specifically it had (and has) the explicit purpose to perpetrate 

memory of the Grand Army of the Republic. As for the latter organization, it came about originally 

limited to “honorably discharged veterans of the Union Army, Navy, Marine Corps or the Revenue 

Cutter Service who had served between April 12, 1861 and April 9, 1865” and departments within the 

organization generally consisted of the Posts within a state and at the national level, with the 

organization operated by an elected “Commandery-in-Chief" The rituals at the meetings and induction 

ceremonies were “similar to the Masonic rituals,” used currently by the SUVCW, along with multi-day 

encampments (meetings) with the final Encampment held in Indianapolis in 1949.280

278 Journal of the Seventeenth Annual Convention of the Department of Massachusetts, Women's Relief Corps, Auxillary to
the Grand Army of the Republic. Lowell, Mass. February 12 and 13, 1896 Vol. 17 (Boston: E.B. Stillings & Co., 1896), 37, 
100, 187; Other Packards, like Eliza J. of Brockton and C.M. Packard of Avon were members (Journal of the Seventeenth 
Annual Convention of the Department of Massachusetts, Women's Relief Corps, Auxillary to the Grand Army of the 
Republic. Lowell, Mass. February 12 and 13, 1896 (Boston: E.B. Stillings & Co., 1896), 30, 100, 190, 247. Not a member 
in 1889 or 1890, at least not a major member (Proceedings of the Tenth Annual Convention of the Department of 
Massachusetts, Woman's Relief Corps, Auxillary to the Grand Army of the Republic, Boston Mass. Feb. 12 and 13 1889 
(Boston: E.B. Stillings & Co., 1889), 5; Proceedings of the Eleventh Annual Convention of the Department of 
Massachusetts, Woman's Relief Corps, Auxillary to the Grand Army of the Republic, Boston Mass. Feb. 5 and 6, 1890 
(Boston: E.B. Stillings & Co., 1889), 45-46, 96; Journal of the Fourteenth Annual Convention of the Department of 
Massachusetts, Women's Relief Corps, Auxillary to the Grand Army of the Republic. Boston, Mass. February 8 and 9, 1893 
(Boston: E.B. Stillings & Co., 1893), 32, 89, 187, 210. Dora's chapter not around in 1901. "all loyal ladies" who are 
"interested in the good work" can be part of the relief corps (History of the Department of Massachusetts, Woman's Relief 
Corps, Auxillary to the Grand Army of the Republic (Boston: E.B. Stillings & Co., 1895), 16; "The Relief Corps," The 
National tribune. (Washington, D.C.), 22 Dec. 1892.
279 History of the Department of Massachusetts, Woman's Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic 
(Boston: E.B. Stillings & Co., 1895), v, viii, 10-14, 16-17, 20, 23, 29, 33, 37, 45, 48-59, 61-64, 71-76, 86, 123, 191. Emily 
L. Clark initiated the Mountain Miller Corps No. 158 in Plainfield on Nov. 22, 1892 with the charter membership as 12 
individuals and has 23 by the present date, forwarded supplies to soldier's home in Chelsea and has relief fund (History of 
the Department of Massachusetts, Woman's Relief Corps, Auxillary to the Grand Army of the Republic (Boston: E.B. 
Stillings & Co., 1895), 276). Corps officers were elected annually at the last regular meeting in December, each corps can 
have a relief fund for those in need. They did special work at a soldier's home, and Clara Barton supported the organization.
280 SUVCW, “About the Grand Army of the Republic,” accessed August 13, 2017. The Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War goes as far back as 1881, there is an entry for William H. Packard in the SUVCW database, C.M. Packard of 
Avon, in Norfolk was a member but his identity is not known. Dora’s chapter was mentioned in The National Tribune from 
Washington, District of Columbia, Dec. 1, 1892, p. 10, within The National Tribune from Washington, District of 
Columbia, Dec. 22, 1892, p. 10 and Greenfield Gazette And Courier Newspaper, August 31, 1901, p. 8.
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With Dora’s death, the Packard family split apart. Some were adopted by others, like Robert (by

Dora’s brother), Mabel by the Cosgrove family in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, and Marian and Charles E.

by the Beal family in Goshen, Massachusetts.281 While this census was issued on June 16, another 

document claimed he died on June 10. The only reason for this discrepancy in dates means that either 

the census information was collected before June 10 or that Joseph died on a date after June 16. 

With the family going different ways, few stayed with Cyrus. About 6 months after Dora died, 

he married again to Clementina Cheney. Coming from a well-established New England family, she 

stayed at home, while Cyrus was a carpenter. He wasn’t done having children. With Clementina he had

5 more children with the last name of Packard, putting his number of offspring at 12.282 These children 

would be Olive Martha (October 23, 1896-January 20, 1969), Herbert Miles (October 1898 - August 

30, 1966), Rachel May (April 13, 1900 - September 22, 1933), Thomas “Tom” Theodore Packard (May

2, 1902 - 1975), and Harold “Harry” Cyrus Packard (Apr. 24, 1907 – 1975). None ever married. 

By 1900, only one of Cyrus’s children from his marriage with Dora would be living with him: 

John H. Packard who was working as a farm hand. As the head of the household, Cyrus lived on a 

mortgaged farm and was a carpenter.283 Later censuses show that none of the children he had with Dora

would be living with him. By 1910, he would be mortgaging the farm, but would be a general farmer, 

281 DGVallender, “Mabel Adoption,” courtesy of Ancestry.com; Massachusetts Death Records, 1841-1915 notes that she 
died in Plainfield; Mills Household, Bolton, Warren, New York, Census of 1860, NARA M653, Roll M653_403, Page 304, 
Image 308. Courtesy of Ancestry.com; Mills Household, Chester, Warren, New York, Census of 1870, NARA M593, Roll 
M593 1109, Page 575A, Image 146817. Courtesy of Ancestry.com; Cosgrove Household, Pawtucket Ward 4, Providence, 
Rhode Island, Census of 1900, Roll 1511, Page 13A, Enumeration District 156, FHL microfilm 1241511. Courtesy of 
Ancestry.com; Mixed Family Household, Pawtucket Ward 1, Providence, Rhode Island, Roll T624_1440, Page 16A, 
Enumeration District 120, FHL Microfilm 1375453.; Thomas Dunne, “Margaret Mills Cosgrove,” Find A Grave Entry, Jun.
9, 2008; Mills Household, Census of the state of New York, for 1855. Microfilm. New York State Archives, Albany, New 
York; Mills Household, Census of the state of New York, for 1865, Microfilm, New York State Archives, Albany, New 
York; 1900 U.S. Federal Census; Headstone Application for U.S. Military Veterans in February 1948. This shows that 
Cyrus clearly moved off ALL of his children to Dora’s relatives, not his own, which is utterly selfish by any standards of 
decency.
282 A Find A Grave entry for Clementina; Marriage of Cyrus Winfield Packard and Clementina Cheeney, 1895, Vol. 452, 
p. 19 (and transcription of this page); Cyrus W. Packard & Clementine Cheney, 1895, Vol. 452, p. 47 (and transcription of 
this page); Herbert Miles Packard, Olive Martha Packard, Rachel May Packard, Harold Cyrus Packard, and “Tom” 
Theodore Packard memorials; Birth of Harold Cyrus Packard, Births Registered in the Town of Plainfield for 1907, Aug. 
24, 1907, Vol. 567, p. 281; DGVallender, “Tom Packard Telegram,” date unknown, relating to Plainfield Republican 
Committee.
283 Packard Household, US Census of 1900, Plainfield Town Northampton city, Hampshire, Massachusetts, enumeration 
district 644, sheet 2A, National Archives, NARA T623.
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living in the same neighborhood as Henry C. Packard’s family.284 10 years later, he would own the farm

which he had mortgaged for so many years, and be classified as a farmer, just like his sons Herbert & 

Thomas. Cyrus would later be a cemetery commissioner in Plainfield (in 1907 and 1911).285

Ten years later, in 1910, Hattie B., Dora’s sister, was still living in Goshen.286 She was widowed

(evidencing Joseph Beals’s death in 1900), living with her daughter Edith, from her marriage with 

Hannibal, and a boarder named George A. Andrews. Two years later, on August 3, 1912,  Hattie B. 

died of chronic vascular heart disease. She was called “Hattie B. Beals” on her gravestone. This same 

gravestone gives her wrong year of birth, meaning it is off by 11 years!287 

Before his death, he would engage in a land transaction with A. H. Allen & Co. involving the 

112-acre Packard farm in 1900, mortgage 100 acres of land to a Plainfield resident named Alden L. 

Torrey in 1905, with the same 100 acres, involved in a mortgage transaction with the Haydensville 

Savings Bank in 1909, mortgage the property with the same bank (or a different one?) in 1920, four 

years before his death, and let a company put up powerlines on his property in 1922.288 In 1924, Cyrus 

284 Packard Household, US Census of 1910, Plainfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts, enumeration district 712, sheet 1A, 
National Archives, NARA T624, roll 594; Packard Household, US Census of 1920, Plainfield, Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
enumeration district 180, sheet 3A, National Archives, NARA T625, roll 705.
285 Massachusetts Year Book for 1907, No. 9 (Worchester, MA: F.S. Blanchard & Company, 1906), 172; Massachusetts 
Year Book for 1911, No. 13 (Boston: Geo. E. Damon Company, 1911), 176.
286 1910 U.S. Federal Census; Joseph Beals died in Cummington on June 11, 1900 at age 67, 9 months and 9 days, he died 
of diabetes and something else; his parents were Dexter Beals (of Plainfield) and Julia Packard (of Goshen); he was a 
farmer, living in Goshen in his last days [Deaths Registered in the Town of Goshen for the Year nineteen hundred, vol. 505,
p. 259. Taken from photocopied vital record requested from the Massachusetts Archives in July 2017.]
287 Gravestone of Hetabella Belle “Hattie” Mills Beals; Death certificate of Hattie B. Beals. It is not known why the 
gravestone is so wrong. Perhaps the people informing the person giving the gravestone had incorrect information.
288 Cyrus and A. H. Allen & Co. agreement, Nov. 29, 1900, Massachusetts Land Records, Hampshire, Deeds vol 540-541, 
p. 317-318, images 484 and 485 of 545. Charles N. Dyer is a witness for Clementina; Agreement between Cyrus W. 
Packard and Alden L. Torrey, Jan. 3, 1905, unindexed documents, book 591, p. 71-72 via 
http://www.masslandrecords.com/Hampshire/, click on “unindexed property search”; Agreement between Cyrus W. 
Packard and Huntington Savings Bank, June 1, 1909, unindexed documents, book 643 page 51-52 via 
http://www.masslandrecords.com/Hampshire/, click on “unindexed property search”; Agreement between Cyrus W. 
Packard and Federal Land Bank of Springfield, Mar. 2, 1920, unindexed documents, book 755, page 47-48 via 
http://www.masslandrecords.com/Hampshire/, click on “unindexed property search”; Clarifies his right to 112 acres in 
Plainfield, Sept. 8, 1922, unindexed documents, book 799, page 94 via http://www.masslandrecords.com/Hampshire/, click 
on “unindexed property search”; Agrees for company to put up powerlines on his property, Aug. 5, 1922, unindexed 
documents, book 783, page 504 via http://www.masslandrecords.com/Hampshire/, click on “unindexed property search”; A 
Find A Grave entry of Clementina and of Cyrus Winfield Packard. A photograph of Cyrus taken around his death in 1924, 
shows him looking very old with white hair and a slight mustache, possibly pale, with a suite and tie on, looking all dressed 
up for some occasion.
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would die, reportedly on April 2, after suffering from a brain tumor, and his wife two years later. 

Cyrus, and many of his children, and wives were buried in West Hill cemetery in Plainfield.

After Cyrus’s death, Tom took over the “old” Plainfield farm or “home farm” of Cyrus in 1925, buying

it for $1,000 from the administrator of his estate, William A. Packard.289 Tom kept the farm running, 

although he wasn’t an “old type carpenter” like Cyrus, until December 1946, when a fire destroyed it,

 two months after the mortgage on the property was released. After that point, he bought property 

nearby, the Enoch Sanford homestead, operating it until his death. According to some of those at the 

Cummington Historical Museum, Tom was quite a character and a potato farmer (with Green Mountain

 potatoes) but he had a tendency to burn down his barns time and time again. Later he would be a 

selectman, head the Plainfield Republican Committee, and be a town historian (helping found the 

Plainfield Historical Society), take notes on local cemeteries.290 Harold, on the other hand, helped out in

the local community, in terms of carpentry and other tasks. The images on xxx show Cyrus, Tom, 

Mabel, Rachel, Olive, and Marion in later life.. In later years, Tom would run “Packard’s store” in 

Plainfield, still remembering his “late” father, Cyrus.291 

289 Memoirs of Howard N. Hathaway, Dec. 23, 1970, transcript of original within Shaw Memorial Library, corrected for 
Plainfield Historical Society on July 7, 2007, p. 64, 68-69; Prescilla C. Alden and Arvilla L. Dyer, Plainfield, ed. Nancy C. 
Alden, 2006, Plainfield Historical Society, p. 5, 9, 11; Thomas buys the farm for $1,000 from William A. Packard, 
administering Cyrus's estate, June 16, 1925, unindexed documents, book 824 page 111-112 via 
http://www.masslandrecords.com/Hampshire/, click on “unindexed property search”; Mortgage to Federal Land Bank of 
Springfield Discharged, Oct. 25, 1946, book 1009, p. 486 via http://www.masslandrecords.com/Hampshire/.
290 H. Elmer Muller, Sketches and directory of the town of Cummington (West Cummington, MA: Published by Author, 
1881), 11, 18, 20, 26, 30, 39, 41; Plainfield Historical Society, Maps, accessed July 14, 2017; Plainfield Historical Society, 
Notes by Thomas T. Packard on Plainfield Cemeteries, date not known; Plainfield Historical Society, “Cemeteries of 
Plainfield,” accessed July 14, 2017; Plainfield Historical Society, “Plainfield Massachusetts Historical Society 1961 
Charter,” accessed July 14, 2017; Plainfield Historical Society, “About Hidden Walls Hidden Mills,” accessed July 14, 
2017. The Packards had allied with the Shaw family and clashed with other families within the town. By 1979, with the 
death of Tom Packard, his estate of over $84,000 had been divided up. The previous year, an attorney from Springfield, 
Massaschusetts, Doris F. Alden, Tom’s half-sister, meaning that some were given certain shares, specifically receiving a 
portion of $5,610.69 from the estate, while other nieces and nephews received a 2.5% share ($2,104.01) rather than 6.2/3% 
share, while Winfield H. Brown, administrator, Doris F. Alden Administrix (female), and Douglas M. Packard received a 
20% share ($16,832.08). One relative offered $35,000 to buy the Packard house and 10 acres of land, but this was not 
accepted ultimately by the owners.
291 North Adams Transcript, North Adams Massachusetts, Dec. 13, 1951, Page 15. Courtesy of Newspapers.com.
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Concluding remarks and a photographs

The Packard family has an interesting story to tell. There are varying stories which I did not 

include, but their non-inclusion does not mean that they are not valuable, but rather that they were not 

part of this history due to space constraints since the book seemed long enough already.

With this history, we have come a long way from the family history prepared by my grandfather

1979 which was a start. This book adds more to those stories, while charting new ones for all to know. 

The quest to know more about the Packard family goes on. This is only the beginning, building off 

what has been established previously. There is more to come in the future.

These are other photographs which are helpful but due to space constraints they were not used 

in the main narrative of this book:
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“Packard Road” sign in Cummington, Massachusetts as seen from Route 9. Courtesy of Google Street View. I saw this 
when leaving Cummington and going into Plainfield. This road (only five people live on it currently) has been there for 
many years. If Only One Cummington is right, the road has been there since at least 1781. Currently, it is West 
Cummington, and is very short, only 1 mile long, and becomes Prospect Street.
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Olive, Henry, and Tom's former home on Summit Street, within Plainfield, burned in 1953, like the farm in West 
Hill which was burned in 1946.

http://w15.hai.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Directions-to-Earthdance.pdf
http://www.cummington-ma.gov/DDGAssets/Board/OfficialListCountyRoads.pdf
http://cummington-ma.gov/Phone.php



